
Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / Nov. 7

1745

Remarks Following a Tour of an Agriculture Exposition and an Open
Government and Technology Exposition in Mumbai
November 7, 2010

Well, here’s the good news, is that in the
United States we are trying to do some of the
same things that you’re doing: trying to make
government more transparent, trying to make
government more accountable, trying to
make government more efficient. And one of
the incredible benefits of the technology
we’re seeing right here is that in many ways In-
dia may be in a position to leapfrog some of the
intermediate stages of government service de-
livery, avoiding some of the 20th-century mech-
anisms for delivering services and going straight
to the 21st.

But many of the issues that you’re talking
about here are ones that we’re trying to apply in
the United States as well. For example, in many
rural areas in the United States, it’s hard some-
times to get to a hospital. Even though the in-

frastructure may be better developed, there’s
still significant distances. And to the extent that
we can use technology to provide people with
basic health information—in some cases, simple
diagnoses—that can save people time, it can
save the Government money, and we can end
up with better health outcomes. And obviously,
the same applies for all the services you men-
tioned.

So I want to congratulate all of you for doing
the terrific work. And I look forward to watch-
ing this terrific experiment in democracy con-
tinue to expand all throughout India, and you’ll
be a model for countries around the world.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at St.
Xavier College. Audio was not available for veri-
fication of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Mumbai
November 7, 2010

The President. Thank you very much. Every-
body, please have a seat. Have a seat. Namaste.

Audience members. Namaste.
The President. It is such a pleasure to be

here. Now, I have to say, first of all, I don’t like
speaking after Michelle—[laughter]—because
she’s very good. Also, because she teases me.
You notice how she said for you to all ask tough
questions. If you want to ask easy questions,
that’s fine. [Laughter]

But on behalf of Michelle and me, I want to
thank St. Xavier’s university. I want to thank
Rector de Souza. I want to thank Principal—I
want to get this right—Mascarenhas. [Laugh-
ter] But it’s a little smoother than that when you
say it. I want to thank Vice Principal Amonkar
and all of you for being such gracious hosts.

And I know it’s hot out here today. For you to
be so patient with me, I’m very grateful to you. I
also want to thank the city of Mumbai and the

people of India for giving us such a extraordi-
nary welcome.

In a few minutes, I’ll take some questions. I
come here not just to speak, but also to listen. I
want to have a dialogue with you. And this is
one of the wonderful things that I have a chance
to do as President of the United States. When I
travel, we always try to set up a town hall meet-
ing where we can interact with the next genera-
tion, because I want to hear from you. I want to
find out what your dreams are, what your fears
are, what your plans are for your country.

But if you will indulge me, I also want to say a
few words about why I’m so hopeful about the
partnership between our two countries and why
I wanted to spend some of my time here in In-
dia speaking directly to young people like your-
selves.

Now, as Michelle said, we have both looked
forward to this visit to India for quite some
time. We have an extraordinary amount of
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respect for the rich and diverse civilization that
has thrived here for thousands of years. We’ve
drawn strength from India’s 20th-century inde-
pendence struggle, which helped inspire Amer-
ica’s own civil rights movement. We’ve mar-
veled at India’s growing economy and it’s dy-
namic democracy. And we have personally en-
joyed a wonderful friendship with Prime
Minister Singh and Mrs. Kaur over the last 2
years.

But of course, I’m not just here to visit, I’m
here because the partnership between India
and the United States, I believe, has limitless
potential to improve the lives of both Americans
and Indians, just as it has the potential to be an
anchor of security and prosperity and progress
for Asia and for the world.

The U.S.-India relationship will be indispen-
sible in shaping the 21st century. And the rea-
son why is simple: As two great powers and as
the world’s two largest democracies, the United
States and India share common interests and
common values, values of self-determination
and equality, values of tolerance and a belief in
the dignity of every human being.

Already on this trip, I’ve seen those shared
interests and values firsthand. We share a com-
mitment to see that the future belongs to hope
and not fear. And I was honored to stay at the
Taj Hotel, the site of the 26/11 attacks, and yes-
terday, in meetings with some of the survivors, I
saw firsthand the resilience of the Indian people
in overcoming tragedy, just as I reaffirmed our
close cooperation in combating terrorism and
violent extremism in all of its forms.

We also share struggles for justice and equal-
ity. I was humbled to visit Mani Bhavan, where
Gandhi helped move India and the world
through the strength and dignity of his leader-
ship.

We share a commitment to see that this era
after globalization leads to greater opportunity
for all our people. And so yesterday at a summit
of business leaders and entrepreneurs, we dis-
cussed the potential for greater economic coop-
eration between our two countries, cooperation
that could create jobs and opportunity through
increased trade and investment, unleashing the
potential of individuals in both our countries.

And even as we are countries that look to the
future with optimism, Americans and Indians
draw strength from tradition and from faith.

This morning Michelle and I enjoyed the
chance to join young people here in Mumbai to
celebrate Diwali, a holiday that is observed not
just here in India, but also in the United States,
where millions of Indian Americans have en-
riched our country. I have to point out, by the
way, those of you who had a chance to see Mi-
chelle dance, she was moving. And it was just an
extraordinary gift for these young people to per-
form and share this wonderful tradition with us.

Tomorrow in New Delhi, I’ll have the oppor-
tunity to meet with Prime Minister Singh and
many other leaders, and I’ll have the privilege
to address your Parliament. And there I will dis-
cuss in greater detail our efforts to broaden and
deepen our cooperation and make some specif-
ic announcements on important issues like
counterterrorism and regional security, on clean
energy and climate change, and on the advance
of economic growth and development and de-
mocracy around the globe.

Now, just as the sites I’ve seen and the peo-
ple I’ve met here in Mumbai speak to our com-
mon humanity, the common thread that runs
through the different issues that our countries
cooperate on is my determination to take the
partnership between our two countries to an
entirely new level. Because the United States
does not just believe, as some people say, that
India is a rising power, we believe that India has
already risen. India is taking its rightful place in
Asia and on the global stage. And we see India’s
emergence as good for the United States and
good for the world.

But India’s future won’t simply be deter-
mined by powerful CEOs and political leaders,
just as I know that the ties among our people ar-
en’t limited to contacts between our corpora-
tions and our Governments. And that’s why I
wanted to speak to all of you today, because In-
dia’s future will be determined by you and by
young people like you across this country. You
are the future leaders. You are the future inno-
vators and the future educators. You’re the fu-
ture entrepreneurs and the future elected offi-
cials.
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In this country of more than a billion people,
more than half of all Indians are under 30 years
old. That’s an extraordinary statistic, and it’s one
that speaks to a great sense of possibility, be-
cause in a democracy like India’s—or Ameri-
ca’s—every single child holds within them the
promise of greatness. And every child should
have the opportunity to achieve that greatness.

Now, most of you are probably close to 20
years old. Just think how the world has changed
in those 20 years. India’s economy has grown at
a breathtaking rate. Living standards have im-
proved for hundreds of millions of people. Your
democracy has weathered assassination and ter-
rorism. And meanwhile, around the globe, the
cold war is a distant memory, and a new order
has emerged, one that’s reflected in the 20
members of the G–20 that will come together in
Seoul next week, as countries like India assume
a greater role on the world stage.

So now the future of this country is in your
hands. And before I take your questions, I want
you to consider three questions I have for you,
questions about what the next 20 years will
bring. First, what do you want India to look like
in 20 years? Nobody else can answer this ques-
tion but you. It’s your destiny to write. One of
the great blessings of living in a democracy is
that you can always improve the democracy. As
our Founding Fathers wrote in the United
States, you can always forge a more perfect
Union.

But if you look at India’s last 20 years, it’s
hard not to see the future with optimism. You
have the chance to lift another several hundreds
of millions of people out of poverty, grow even
more this enormous middle class that can fuel
growth in this country and beyond. You have
the chance to take on greater responsibilities on
the global stage while playing a leading role in
this hugely important part of the world.

And together with the United States, you can
also seize the opportunities afforded by our
times: the clean energy technologies that can
power our lives and save our planet, the chance
to reach new frontiers in outer space, the re-
search and development that can lead to new
industry and a higher standard of living, the
prospect of advancing the cause of peace and

pluralism in our own countries, but also beyond
our borders.

Which brings me to a second question:
Twenty years from now, what kind of partner-
ship do you want to have with America? Just be-
fore I came to speak to all of you today, I visited
two expos right in another courtyard here that
underscore the kind of progress we can make
together. The first focused on agriculture and
food security, and I was able to see innovations
in technology and research, which are trans-
forming Indian farming.

A farmer showed me how he can receive
crop information on his cell phone. Another
showed me how tools appropriately sized and
weighted for women are helping her and other
female farmers increase their productivity.
Many of these innovations are the result of pub-
lic and private collaborations between the Unit-
ed States and India, the same collaboration that
helped produce the first Green Revolution in
the 1960s.

And tomorrow I will be discussing with
Prime Minister Singh how we can advance the
cooperation in the 21st century, not only to ben-
efit India, not only to benefit the United States,
but to benefit the world. India can become a
model for countries around the world that are
striving for food security.

The second expo I toured focused on the
ways that innovation is empowering Indian citi-
zens to ensure that democracy delivers for them.
So I heard directly from citizens in a village hun-
dreds of miles away, through e-Panchayat. I saw
new technologies and approaches that allow citi-
zens to get information, or to fight corruption,
monitor elections, find out whether their elect-
ed official is actually going to work, holding gov-
ernment accountable.

And while these innovations are uniquely In-
dia’s, their lessons can be applied around the
world. So earlier this year at the U.N., I called
for a new focus on open societies that support
open government and highlighted their poten-
tial to strengthen the foundation of freedoms in
our own countries, while living up to the ideals
that can light the world. And that’s what India is
starting do with some of this innovation.
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We must remember that in some places the
future of democracy is still very much in ques-
tion. Just to give you an example, there are elec-
tions that are being held right now in Burma
that will be anything but free and fair based on
every report that we’re seeing. And for too long
the people of Burma have been denied the right
to determine their own destiny.

So even as we do not impose any system of
government on other countries, we, especially
young people, must always speak out for those
human rights that are universal and the right of
people everywhere to make their own decisions
about how to shape their future, which will
bring me to my final question, and then you
guys can start sending questions my way.

How do you—how do each of you—want to
make the world a better place? Keep in mind
that this is your world to build, your century to
shape. And you’ve got a powerful example of
those who went before you. Just as America had
the words and deeds of our Founding Fathers
to help chart a course towards freedom and jus-
tice and opportunity, India has this incredible
history to draw on, millennia of civilization, the
examples of leaders like Gandhi and Nehru.

As I stood in Mani Bhavan, I was reminded
that Martin Luther King made his own pilgrim-
age to that site over 50 years ago. In fact, we saw
the book that he had signed. After he returned
home, King said that he was struck by how
“Gandhi embodied in his life certain universal
principles that are inherent in the moral struc-
ture of the universe, and these principles are as
inescapable as the law of gravitation.”

You have that power within you. You too
must embody those principles. For even within
this time of great progress, there are great im-
perfections: the injustice of oppression, the
grinding punishment of poverty, the scourge of
violent extremism and war. King and Gandhi
made it possible for all of us to be here today,
me as a President, you as a citizen of a country
that’s made remarkable progress. Now you have
the opportunity and the responsibility to also
make this planet a better place. And as you do,
you’ll have the friendship and partnership of the
United States, because we are interested in ad-

vancing those same universal principles that are
“as inescapable as the law of gravitation.”

The lives that you lead will determine wheth-
er that opportunity is extended to more of the
world’s people, so that a child who yearns for a
better life in rural India or a family that’s fled
from violence in Africa, or a dissident who sits
in a Burmese prison, or a community that longs
for peace in war-torn Afghanistan, whether they
are able to achieve their dreams.

And sometimes the challenges may be in-
credibly hard, and in the face of darkness, we
may get discouraged. But we can always draw
on the light of those who came before us. I hope
you keep that light burning within you, because
together the United States and India can shape
a century in which our own citizens and the
people of the world can claim the hope of a bet-
ter life.

So thank you very much for your patience.
And now you can take Michelle’s advice and ask
me some tough questions. Thank you very
much.

So we have, I think, people in the audience
with microphones, and so when they come up,
if you could introduce yourself—love to know
who you are. And we’ll start with that young la-
dy right over there.

Religion/Combating Extremism

Q. Hi, good day, sir. Hi, my name is Anna,
and I’m from St. Davis College. My question to
you is, what is your take or opinion about jihad
or jihadi? Whatever is your opinion? What do
you think of them?

The President. Well, the phrase jihad has a
lot of meanings within Islam and is subject to a
lot of different interpretations. But I will say
that, first, Islam is one of the world’s great reli-
gions. And more than a billion people who prac-
tice Islam, the overwhelming majority view
their obligations to their religion as ones that re-
affirm peace and justice and fairness and toler-
ance. I think all of us recognize that this great
religion in the hands of a few extremists has
been distorted to justify violence towards inno-
cent people that is never justified.

And so I think one of the challenges that we
face is how do we isolate those who have these
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distorted notions of religious war and reaffirm
those who see faiths of all sorts—whether you
are a Hindu or a Muslim or a Christian or a Jew
or any other religion or you don’t practice a reli-
gion—that we can all treat each other with re-
spect and mutual dignity and that some of the
universal principles that Gandhi referred to,
that those are what we’re living up to, as we live
in a nation or nations that have very diverse reli-
gious beliefs.

And that’s a major challenge. It’s a major
challenge here in India, but it’s a challenge ob-
viously around the world. And young people
like yourselves can make a huge impact in reaf-
firming that you can be a stronger observer of
your faith without putting somebody else down
or visiting violence on somebody else.

I think a lot of these ideas form very early.
And how you respond to each other is going to
be probably as important as any speech that a
President makes in encouraging the kinds of re-
ligious tolerance that I think is so necessary in a
world that’s getting smaller and smaller, where
more and more people of different back-
grounds, different races, different ethnicities
are interacting and working and learning from
each other.

And those circumstances—I think all of us
have to fundamentally reject the notion that vi-
olence is a way to mediate our differences.
Okay?

All right. Yes, I may not get to every question.
I’ll call on this young man right here. Right
there, yes.

Materialism/Community Service/Public Service

Q. Good morning, sir. My name is Jehan. I’m
from H.R. College. Sir, my question is more
about spirituality and moral values. As we see
today in today’s world, there’s more of a materi-
alistic frame of thought when it comes to gener-
ations—budding generations. So what do you
believe is a possible methodology which govern-
ments, whether yours or any other governments
in the world, they can adopt to basically incor-
porate the human core values, the moral values
of selflessness, brotherhood, over the material-
istic frame of thought which people work by to-
day?

The President. It’s a terrific question, and I’m
glad you’re asking it. India is making enormous
progress in part because, like America, it has
this incredible entrepreneurial talent, entrepre-
neurial spirit. And I think we should not under-
estimate how liberating economic growth can
be for a country.

In the United States, I used to work with a lot
of churches when I was still a community orga-
nizer, before I went to law school. And one of
the common phrases among the pastors there
was, “It’s hard to preach to an empty stomach.”
It’s hard to preach to an empty stomach. If peo-
ple have severe, immediate material needs—
shelter, food, clothing—then that is their focus.
And economic growth and development that is
self-sustaining can liberate people, allow
them—it forms the basis for folks to get an edu-
cation and to expand their horizons. And that’s
all for the good.

So I don’t want any young person here to be
dismissive of a healthy materialism, because in a
country like India, there’s still a lot of people
trapped in poverty. And you should be working
to try to lift folks out of poverty, and companies
and businesses have a huge role in making that
happen.

Now, having said that, if all you’re thinking
about is material wealth, then I think that shows
a poverty of ambition. When I was visiting Gan-
dhi’s room, here in Mumbai, it was very telling
that the only objects in the room were a mat
and a spinning wheel and some sandals, a few
papers. And this is a man who changed history
like probably no one else in the 20th century in
terms of the number of lives that he affected.
And he had nothing, except an indomitable
spirit.

So everyone has a role to play. And those of
you who are planning to go into business, I
think it’s wonderful that you’re going into busi-
ness, and you should pursue it with all your fo-
cus and energy. Those of you, though, who are
more inclined to teach or more inclined to pub-
lic service, you should also feel encouraged that
you are playing just as critical a role. And what-
ever occupation you choose, giving back to the
community and making sure that you’re reach-
ing back to help people, lift up people who may
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have been left behind, that’s a solemn obliga-
tion.

And by the way, it’s actually good for you. It’s
good for your spirit. It’s good for your own mor-
al development. It will make you a happier per-
son, knowing that you’ve given back and you’ve
contributed something.

Last point I would make: I think this is anoth-
er thing that India and the United States share,
is there’s a healthy skepticism about public ser-
vants, particularly electoral politics. In the Unit-
ed States, people generally have—hold politi-
cians in fairly low esteem, sometimes for good
reason, but some of it is just because the view is
that somehow government can’t do anything
right. And here in India, one of the big impedi-
ments to development is the fact that in some
cases the private sector is moving much faster
than the public sector is moving.

And I would just suggest that I hope some of
you decide to go ahead and get involved in pub-
lic service, which can be frustrating. It can be,
at times, slow to—you don’t see progress as
quickly as you’d like. But India is going to need
you not just as businessmen, but also as leaders
who are helping to reduce bureaucracy and
make government more responsive and deliver
services more efficiently. That’s going to be just
as important in the years to come. Because oth-
erwise, you’re going to get an imbalance where
some are doing very well but broad-based eco-
nomic growth is not moving as quickly as it
could. Okay.

Excellent question.
I’m going to go boy, girl, boy, girl—or girl,

boy, girl, boy, just to make sure it’s fair. Let’s
see. This young lady right there. Yes.

President’s Values/President’s Decisionmaking

Q. Hello.
The President. Hello.
Q. My name is Siddhi Deshpande. I actually

wanted to ask you, you mention Mahatma
Gandhiji a lot, usually in your speeches. So I
was just wondering how exactly do you imple-
ment his principles and his values in your day-
to-day life, and how do you expect the people in
U.S. to implement those values? Thank you.

The President. Well, it’s a terrific question.
Let me say, first of all, that he, like Dr. King,
like Abraham Lincoln, are people who I’m con-
stantly reading and studying, and I find myself
falling woefully short of their example all the
time. So I’m often frustrated by how far I fall
short of their example.

But I do think that at my best, what I’m try-
ing to do is to apply principles that fundamen-
tally come down to something shared in all the
world’s religions, which is to see yourself in oth-
er people, to understand the inherent worth
and dignity of every individual, regardless of
station, regardless of rank, regardless of wealth,
and to absolutely value and cherish and respect
that individual, and then, hopefully, try to take
that principle of treating others as you would
want to be treated and find ways where that can
apply itself in communities and in cities and in
states and ultimately in the country—in a coun-
try and in the world.

As I said, I often find myself falling short of
that ideal. But I tend to judge any particular
policy based on, is this advancing that spirit,
that it’s helping individuals realize their poten-
tial, that it’s making sure that all children are
getting an education, so that I’m not just worry-
ing about my children, that I’m thinking, first
and foremost, about the United States of Amer-
ica, because that’s my responsibility as Presi-
dent, but I’m also recognizing that we are in an
interrelationship with other countries in the
world and I can’t ignore an abuse of human
rights in another country. I can’t ignore hard-
ships that may be suffering—that may be suf-
fered by somebody of a different nationality.

That, I think, more than anything is what I
carry with me on a day-to-day basis. But it’s not
always apparent that I’m making progress on
that front.

One of the other things I draw from all great
men and women, like a Gandhi, though, is that
on this journey you’re going to experience set-
backs and you have to be persistent and stub-
born, and you just have to keep on going at it.
And you’ll never roll the boulder all the way up
the hill, but you may get it part of the way up.
Good.
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This gentleman in the blue shirt. Right here.
Do we have a microphone? Oh, here we go.
Thanks.

U.S. Economy/Midterm Elections/U.S. Foreign
Policy/India-U.S. Relations/Trade

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President.
The President. Good afternoon.
Q. It’s an honor to question you. What my

question would be is, when you were being
elected as President, one of the words you used
a lot was “change.” After your midterm election,
the midterm polls that did take place, it seems
that the American people have asked for a
change. The change that you will make, how ex-
actly is it going to affect young India, people
from my generation?

The President. That’s an interesting question.
Q. Thank you.
The President. The United States has gone

through probably the toughest 2 years economi-
cally as we’ve gone through since the 1930s. I
mean, this was a profound financial crisis and
economic shock, and it spilled over to most of
the world. India weathered it better than many
countries. But most of the work that I did with
Prime Minister Singh in the first 2 years in the
G–20, we were focused on making sure that the
world financial system didn’t collapse.

And although we’ve now stabilized the econ-
omy, unemployment in the United States is
very high now relative to what it typically has
been over the last several decades. And so peo-
ple are frustrated. And although we’re making
progress, we’re not making progress quickly
enough.

And one of the wonderful things about de-
mocracy is that when the people are not happy,
it is their right, obligation, and duty to express
their unhappiness, much to the regret some-
times of incumbents. But that’s a good thing.
That’s a healthy thing.

And my obligation is to make sure that I stick
to the principles and beliefs and ideas that will
move America forward, because I profoundly
believe that we have to invest in education, that
that will be the primary driver of growth in the
future, that we’ve got to invest in a strong infra-
structure, that we have to make sure that we are

taking advantage of opportunities like clean en-
ergy.

But it also requires me to make some mid-
course corrections and adjustments. And how
those play themselves out over the next several
months will be a matter of me being in discus-
sions with the Republican Party, which is now
going to be controlling the House of Represen-
tatives. And there are going to be areas where
we disagree, and hopefully, there are going to
be some areas where we agree.

Now, you asked specifically, how do I think it
will affect policy towards India. I actually think
that the United States has a enormous fondness
for India, partly because there are so many In-
dian Americans and because of the shared val-
ues that we have. And so there is a strong bipar-
tisan belief that India is going to be a critical
partner with the United States in the 21st cen-
tury. That was true when George Bush was
President; that was true when Bill Clinton was
President. It was true under Democratic and
Republican control of Congress.

So I don’t think that fundamental belief is go-
ing to be altered in any significant way. I do
think that one of the challenges that we’re going
to be facing in the United States is in—at a time
when we’re still recovering from this crisis, how
do we respond to some of the challenges of glo-
balization? Because the fact of the matter is, is
that for most of my lifetime—I’ll turn 50 next
year—for most of my lifetime, the United
States was such a dominant economic power,
we were such a large market, our industry, our
technology, our manufacturing was so signifi-
cant that we always met the rest of the world ec-
onomically on our terms. And now because of
the incredible rise of India and China and Bra-
zil and other countries, the United States re-
mains the largest economy and the largest mar-
ket, but there’s real competition out there.

And that’s potentially healthy. It makes—Mi-
chelle was saying earlier I like tough questions
because it keeps me on my toes. Well, this will
keep America on its toes. And I’m positive we
can compete because we’ve got the most open,
most dynamic entrepreneurial culture, we’ve
got some of the finest universities in the world,
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incredible research and technology. But it
means that we’re going to have to compete.

And I think that there’s going to be a tug of
war within the United States between those
who see globalization as a threat and want to re-
trench and those who accept that we live in a
open, integrated world which has challenges
and opportunities and we’ve got to manage
those challenges and manage those opportuni-
ties, but we shouldn’t be afraid of them.

And so what that means, for example, is on is-
sues of trade, part of the reason I’m traveling
through Asia this week is I believe that the
United States will grow and prosper if we are
trading with Asia. It’s the fastest growing region
in the world. We want access to your markets.
We think we’ve got good products to sell; you
think that you’ve got good products to sell us.
This can be a win-win situation.

So I want to make sure that we’re here be-
cause this will create jobs in the United States
and it can create jobs in India. But that means
that we’ve got to negotiate this changing rela-
tionship. Back in the 1960s or seventies, the
truth is the American economy could be open
even if our trading partners’ economies weren’t
open. So if India was protecting certain sectors
of its economy, it didn’t really have such a big
effect on us. We didn’t need necessarily reci-
procity because our economy was so much larg-
er.

Well, now things have changed. So it’s not
unfair for the United States to say, look, if our
economy is open to everybody, countries that
trade with us have to change their practices to
open up their markets to us. There has to be
reciprocity in our trading relationship. And if
we can have those kinds of conversations, fruit-
ful, constructive conversations about how we
produce win-win situations, then I think we’ll
be fine.

If the American people feel that trade is just
a one-way street, where everybody is selling to
the enormous U.S. market, but we can never
sell what we make anywhere else, then people
in the United States will start thinking, well, this
is a bad deal for us. And that could end up lead-
ing to a more protectionist instinct in both par-
ties, not just among Democrats, but also among

Republicans. So that’s what we have to guard
against. Okay.

All right, it’s a young lady’s turn. This young
lady with the glasses. Yes.

Pakistan/India-Pakistan Relations

Q. A very warm welcome to you to India, sir.
The President. Thank you so much.
Q. My name is Afsheen Irani, and I’m from

H.R. College of Commerce and Economics.
We were the privileged college to host Mr. Otis
Moss this January. Sir, my question to you is
why is Pakistan so important an ally to America,
so far as America has never called it a terrorist
state?

The President. Well—no, no, it’s a good
question. And I must admit I was expecting it.
[Laughter] Pakistan is an enormous country. It
is a strategically important country not just for
the United States, but for the world. It is a
country whose people have enormous potential,
but it is also right now a country that within it
has some of the extremist elements that we dis-
cussed in the first question. That’s not unique to
Pakistan, but obviously, it exists in Pakistan.

The Pakistani Government is very aware of
that. And what we have tried to do over the last
several years, certainly—I’ll just speak to my
foreign policy—has been to engage aggressively
with the Pakistani Government to communicate
that we want nothing more than a stable, pros-
perous, peaceful Pakistan and that we will work
with the Pakistani Government in order to erad-
icate this extremism that we consider a cancer
within the country that can potentially engulf
the country.

And I will tell you that I think the Pakistani
Government understands now the potential
threat that exists within their own borders.
There are more Pakistanis who’ve been killed
by terrorists inside Pakistan than probably any-
where else.

Now, progress is not as quick as we’d like
partly because when you get into, for example,
some of the northwest territories, these are
very—this is very difficult terrain, very en-
trenched. The Pakistani Army has actually shift-
ed some of its emphasis and focus into those ar-
eas. But that’s not originally what their armed
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forces were designed to do, and so they’re hav-
ing to adapt and adjust to these new dangers
and these new realities.

I think there is a growing recognition—but
it’s something that it doesn’t happen over-
night—of what a profound problem this is. And
so our feeling has been to be honest and forth-
right with Pakistan, to say we are your friend,
that this is a problem, and we will help you, but
the problem has to be addressed.

Now, let me just make this point, because ob-
viously the history between India and Pakistan
is incredibly complex and was born of much
tragedy and much violence. And so it may be
surprising to some of you to hear me say this,
but I am absolutely convinced that the country
that has the biggest stake in Pakistan’s success is
India. I think that if Pakistan is unstable, that’s
bad for India. If Pakistan is stable and prosper-
ous, that’s good.

Because India is on the move. And it is abso-
lutely in your interests, at a time when you’re
starting to succeed in incredible ways on the
global economic stage, that you [don’t]* want
the distraction of security instability in your re-
gion. So my hope is, is that over time trust de-
velops between the two countries, that dialogue
begins—perhaps on less controversial issues,
building up to more controversial issues—and
that over time there’s a recognition that India
and Pakistan can live side by side in peace and
that both countries can prosper.

That will not happen tomorrow. But I think
that needs to be our ultimate goal. Okay. And
by the way, the United States stands to be a
friend and a partner in that process, but we
can’t impose that on India and Pakistan. Ulti-
mately, India and Pakistan have to arrive at
their own understandings in terms of how the
relationship evolves.

Okay. I’ve got time for one more question.
It’s a guy’s turn. This young man right here in
the striped shirt.

Afghanistan

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. It’s an ab-
solute honor to hear you, and I must say this,
that one day I hope I’d be half as good as a lead-
er as you are today.

The President. Well, you’re very kind. Thank
you.

Q. Mr. President, my question relates to your
Afghanistan policy. In light of your statements
that the troop withdrawal would start in 2011,
there have been recent developments that would
indicate that U.S.A. has been in talks with Tal-
iban so as to strike out a stable government in
Afghanistan as when you withdraw. Now, does
this point to the acceptance of the inevitability
of the U.S. to fulfill the vision which they had,
with which they invaded Afghanistan in 2001?
Does it point out to their inability to take a mili-
tary control of all the tumultuous southern re-
gions so that they can install a stable govern-
ment? You’ll notice that in Iraq where there’s a
lot of instability now. So does it point to a sort of
tacit acceptance of U.S. inability to create har-
mony in Afghanistan?

The President. First of all, I want to just un-
pack some of the assumptions inside the ques-
tion because they’re broadly based in fact, but I
want to be very precise here.

I have said that starting in the summer of
next year, July 2011, we will begin drawing
down our troop levels, but we will not be re-
moving all our troops. Keep in mind that we
ramped up significantly, because the idea was
that for 7 years we had just been in a holding
pattern; we’d had just enough troops to keep
Kabul intact, but the rest of the countryside was
deteriorating in fairly significant ways. There
wasn’t a real strategy. And my attitude was, I
don’t want to, 7 years from now or 8 years from
now, be in the exact same situation. That’s not a
sustainable equilibrium.

So I said, let’s put more troops in to see if we
can create more space and stability and time for
Afghan security forces to develop, and then let’s
begin drawing down our troops as we’re able to
stand up Afghan security forces.

 * White House correction.
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Now, in fact, it turns out that in Iraq—you
mentioned Iraq as a parallel—in Iraq, we have
been relatively successful at doing that. The
Government is taking way too long to get
formed, and that is a source of frustration to us
and, I’m sure, to the Iraq people. Having said
that, though, if you think about it, it’s been 7
months since the election, and violence levels
are actually lower in Iraq than they’ve been just
about any time since the war started, at a time
when we pulled back our forces significantly. So
it shows that it is possible to train effective, in-
digenous security forces so that they can pro-
vide their own security. And hopefully, politics
then resolves differences, as opposed to vio-
lence.

Now, Afghan, I think, is actually more com-
plicated, more difficult, partly because it’s a
much poorer country. It does not have as strong
a tradition of a central government; civil service
is very underdeveloped. And so I think that the
pace at which we’re drawing down is going to be
determined in part by military issues, but it’s al-
so going to be determined by politics. And that
is, is it possible for the—a sizeable portion of
the Pashtun population in Afghanistan that may
be teetering back and forth between Taliban or
a central government, is it possible for them to
feel that their ethnicity, their culture, their nu-
merical position in the country is adequately
represented, and can they do that within the
context of a broader constitutional Afghan Gov-
ernment?

And I think that’s a worthy conversation to
have. So what we’ve said to President Karzai—
because this is being initiated by him—what
we’ve said is, if former Taliban members or cur-
rent Taliban members say that they are willing
to disassociate themselves with Al Qaida, re-
nounce violence as a means of achieving their
political gain—aims, and are willing to respect
the Afghan Constitution so that, for example,
women are treated with all the right that men
are afforded, then, absolutely, we support the
idea of a political resolution of some of these
differences.

Now, there are going to be some elements
that are affiliated to the Taliban that are also af-
filiated with Al Qaida or LT or these other orga-

nizations, these extremists that are irreconcil-
able. They will be there. And there will need to
be a military response to those who would per-
petrate the kind of violence that we saw here in
Mumbai in a significant ongoing way or the kind
that we saw on 9/11 in New York City.

But I think a stable Afghanistan is achievable.
Will it look exactly as I might design a democra-
cy? Probably not. It will take on an Afghan char-
acter.

I do think that there are lessons that India
has to show not just countries like Afghanistan,
but countries in sub-Saharan Africa. I mean,
some of the incredible work that I saw being
done in the agricultural sector is applicable to
widely dispersed rural areas in a place like Af-
ghanistan and could—I promise you, if we can
increase farmers’ yields in Afghanistan by 20
percent or 25 percent, and they can then get
their crops to market, and they’re cutting out a
middleman and they’re ending up seeing a bet-
ter standard of life for themselves, that goes a
long way in encouraging them to affiliate with a
modern world.

And so India’s investment in development in
Afghanistan is appreciated. Pakistan has to be a
partner in this process. In fact, all countries in
the region are going to be partners in this pro-
cess. And the United States welcomes that. We
don’t think we can do this alone.

But part of our—and this is probably a good
way to end—part of my strong belief is that
around the world, your generation is poised to
solve some of my generation’s mistakes and my
parents’ generation’s mistakes. You’ll make your
own mistakes, but there’s such incredible po-
tential and promise for you to start pointing in
new directions in terms of how economies are
organized, in terms of how moral precepts and
values and principles are applied, in how na-
tions work together to police each other so that
they’re not—so that when there’s genocide, or
there is ethnic cleansing, or there are gross vio-
lations of human rights, that an international
community joins together and speaks with one
voice; so that economic integration isn’t a
source of fear or anxiety, but rather is seen as
enormous promise and potential; where we’re



Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / Nov. 7

1755

able to tackle problems that we can’t solve by
ourselves.

I went to a lower school—do you call them
high schools here? It’s sort of a high school. And
Michelle and I saw this wonderful exhibit of
global warming and the concerns that these
young people had—and they were 14, 15. And
their energy and their enthusiasm was infec-
tious. And I asked them, which one of you are
going to be scientists who are going to try to
solve this problem? And all of them raised their
hands. And I said, well, this is hugely important
for India. And they said, no, not for India, for
the world.

You see, they—their ambitions were not just
to be great scientists for India. Their ambition
was to be a great scientist for the world because
they understood that something like climate
change or clean energy, that’s not an American
problem or an Indian problem, that’s a human

problem. And all of us are going to have to be
involved in finding solutions to it.

And as I listen to all of you, with your won-
derful questions, I am incredibly optimistic and
encouraged that you will help find those solu-
tions in the years to come.

So thank you very much for your hospitality.
Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at St.
Xavier College. In his remarks, he referred to
Gursharan Kaur, wife of Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh of India; and President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan. He also referred to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist organization. A stu-
dent referred to Otis Moss III, pastor, Trinity
United Church of Christ in Chicago, IL. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of the First
Lady.

Statement on the Parliamentary Elections in Burma
November 7, 2010

The November 7 elections in Burma were
neither free nor fair, and failed to meet any of
the internationally accepted standards associat-
ed with legitimate elections. The elections were
based on a fundamentally flawed process and
demonstrated the regime’s continued prefer-
ence for repression and restriction over inclu-
sion and transparency.

One of the starkest flaws of this exercise was
the regime’s continued detention of more than
2,100 political prisoners, including Aung San
Suu Kyi, thereby denying them any opportunity
to participate in the process. The unfair elector-
al laws and overtly partisan Election Commis-
sion ensured that Burma’s leading prodemocra-
cy party, the National League for Democracy,
was silenced and sidelined. The regime denied
the registration of certain ethnic parties, can-
celled elections in numerous ethnic areas, and
stage-managed the campaign process to ensure
that prodemocracy and opposition candidates
who did compete faced insurmountable obsta-
cles. Ultimately, elections cannot be credible
when the regime rejects dialogue with oppo-

nents and represses the most basic freedoms of
expression, speech, and assembly.

We will monitor the situation in Burma
closely in the weeks and months ahead. The
United States will continue to implement a
strategy of pressure and engagement in accor-
dance with conditions on the ground in Burma
and the actions of the Burmese authorities. We
renew our calls for the authorities to free Aung
San Suu Kyi and all other political prisoners im-
mediately and unconditionally, cease systematic
violations of human rights, begin to hold human
rights violators accountable, and welcome
prodemocracy and ethnic minority groups into a
long-overdue dialogue. Only genuine, inclusive
dialogue can place Burma on the path to a truly
representative democracy which upholds hu-
man rights and builds a better future for its citi-
zens.

NOTE: The statement referred to Aung San Suu
Kyi, leader of the National League for Democ-
racy in Burma.
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