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able to tackle problems that we can’t solve by
ourselves.

I went to a lower school—do you call them
high schools here? It’s sort of a high school. And
Michelle and I saw this wonderful exhibit of
global warming and the concerns that these
young people had—and they were 14, 15. And
their energy and their enthusiasm was infec-
tious. And I asked them, which one of you are
going to be scientists who are going to try to
solve this problem? And all of them raised their
hands. And I said, well, this is hugely important
for India. And they said, no, not for India, for
the world.

You see, they—their ambitions were not just
to be great scientists for India. Their ambition
was to be a great scientist for the world because
they understood that something like climate
change or clean energy, that’s not an American
problem or an Indian problem, that’s a human

problem. And all of us are going to have to be
involved in finding solutions to it.

And as I listen to all of you, with your won-
derful questions, I am incredibly optimistic and
encouraged that you will help find those solu-
tions in the years to come.

So thank you very much for your hospitality.
Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at St.
Xavier College. In his remarks, he referred to
Gursharan Kaur, wife of Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh of India; and President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan. He also referred to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist organization. A stu-
dent referred to Otis Moss III, pastor, Trinity
United Church of Christ in Chicago, IL. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of the First
Lady.

Statement on the Parliamentary Elections in Burma
November 7, 2010

The November 7 elections in Burma were
neither free nor fair, and failed to meet any of
the internationally accepted standards associat-
ed with legitimate elections. The elections were
based on a fundamentally flawed process and
demonstrated the regime’s continued prefer-
ence for repression and restriction over inclu-
sion and transparency.

One of the starkest flaws of this exercise was
the regime’s continued detention of more than
2,100 political prisoners, including Aung San
Suu Kyi, thereby denying them any opportunity
to participate in the process. The unfair elector-
al laws and overtly partisan Election Commis-
sion ensured that Burma’s leading prodemocra-
cy party, the National League for Democracy,
was silenced and sidelined. The regime denied
the registration of certain ethnic parties, can-
celled elections in numerous ethnic areas, and
stage-managed the campaign process to ensure
that prodemocracy and opposition candidates
who did compete faced insurmountable obsta-
cles. Ultimately, elections cannot be credible
when the regime rejects dialogue with oppo-

nents and represses the most basic freedoms of
expression, speech, and assembly.

We will monitor the situation in Burma
closely in the weeks and months ahead. The
United States will continue to implement a
strategy of pressure and engagement in accor-
dance with conditions on the ground in Burma
and the actions of the Burmese authorities. We
renew our calls for the authorities to free Aung
San Suu Kyi and all other political prisoners im-
mediately and unconditionally, cease systematic
violations of human rights, begin to hold human
rights violators accountable, and welcome
prodemocracy and ethnic minority groups into a
long-overdue dialogue. Only genuine, inclusive
dialogue can place Burma on the path to a truly
representative democracy which upholds hu-
man rights and builds a better future for its citi-
zens.

NOTE: The statement referred to Aung San Suu
Kyi, leader of the National League for Democ-
racy in Burma.
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Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony in New Delhi, India
November 8, 2010

Well, first of all, I want to thank all the peo-
ple of India for the extraordinary hospitality and
welcome that Michelle and I and my delegation
have already received. 

And we took this trip with the intention of
strengthening what is already an incredible
friendship between the United States and India.
As I’ve said earlier during my visit, I believe that
the partnership between the United States and
India will be one of the defining partnerships of
the 21st century. We are the two largest democ-
racies in the world. We share extraordinary peo-
ple-to-people contacts. Most importantly, we
share a core set of values. 

And my hope is that during the course of
these discussions between myself and the Prime
Minister, myself and the President, and other
members of the Indian delegation, that we will
be able to continue to build on the commercial
ties that we already have to strengthen our co-
operation in our bilateral relations in the inter-
national economy; that we’ll be able to focus on
issues like counterterrorism in order to assure
that both the United States and India are secure

well into the future; that we can build on the
people-to-people ties that are in part grounded
in the millions of Indian Americans who con-
tribute so much to our country and help give us
an appreciation of Indian life; and that, given
that India is not simply an emerging power, but
now is a world power, that the United States
and India will be able to work together to pro-
mote the international principles, the rules of
interaction between nations that can promote
peace and stability and prosperity not only for
our two nations, but for the world as a whole.

So to all the people of India, Michelle and I ex-
press our extraordinary thanks for the wonderful
hospitality that we’ve received, and also we want
to send our warmest regards from the people of
the United States to all the people of India.

Thank you so much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:57 a.m. at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Presi-
dent Pratibha Devisingh Patil of India.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of
India in New Delhi
November 8, 2010

Prime Minister Singh. Your Excellency, Pres-
ident Barack Obama, distinguished representa-
tives of the media, I’m delighted to welcome
President Obama and his gracious wife on their
first visit to our country. I welcome the Presi-
dent as a personal friend and a great charismatic
leader who has made a deep imprint on world
affairs through his inclusive vision of peace, se-
curity, and welfare for all peoples and all na-
tions.

The President and the First Lady have made
an abiding impression on the people of India
with their warmth, with their grace, and with
their commitment to promoting the relation-
ship between our two great democracies.

President Obama yesterday characterized the
India-U.S. partnership as one of the defining
and indispensable partnerships of the 21st cen-
tury. In my discussion with the President, we
have decided to accelerate the deepening of our
ties and to work as equal partners in a strategic
relationship that will positively and decisively
influence world peace, stability, and progress.

We welcome the decision by the United States
to lift controls on exports of high-technology
items and the technologies to India and support
India’s membership in multilateral export control
regimes such as the Nuclear Suppliers Group.
This is a manifestation of the growing trust and
confidence in each other.
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