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NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 9:40 a.m., k.s.t., on November 11 in the
Namsan Room III at the Grand Hyatt Seoul in
Seoul, South Korea, for broadcast on November
13. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on November 12,

but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.,
e.s.t., on November 13. Due to the 14-hour
time difference, the address was broadcast after
the President’s remarks in Yokohama, Japan.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Statement on Elections in Tanzania and Zanzibar
November 13, 2010

On behalf of the United States, I congratu-
late the people of the United Republic of Tan-
zania on your recent national election and your
continued commitment to a tradition of multi-
party contests begun in 1992. I look forward to
working with President Jakaya Kikwete and the
members of the 10th Parliament as we build on
the long, fruitful partnership between our na-
tions to advance shared development goals and
tackle the many global challenges before us.

I also extend my congratulations to Zanzi-
bar’s President Ali Mohamed Shein, First Vice

President Seif Sharif Hamad, the new unity
Government, and most especially the Zanzibari
people, who have made history by conducting a
peaceful contest after years of strife.

As I said to President Kikwete when we met
at the White House in 2009, the people of the
United States support all Tanzanians in your ef-
forts to institutionalize democratic, transparent
governance, to realize the full potential of your
union, and to ensure that the steps you have
taken together toward a lasting peace and pros-
perity cannot be reversed.

Statement on the Burmese Government’s Release of Aung San Suu Kyi
November 13, 2010

While the Burmese regime has gone to ex-
traordinary lengths to isolate and silence Aung
San Suu Kyi, she has continued her brave fight
for democracy, peace, and change in Burma.
She is a hero of mine and a source of inspiration
for all who work to advance basic human rights
in Burma and around the world. The United
States welcomes her long overdue release.

Whether Aung San Suu Kyi is living in the
prison of her house or the prison of her country
does not change the fact that she, and the polit-
ical opposition she represents, has been system-
atically silenced, incarcerated, and deprived of

any opportunity to engage in political processes
that could change Burma. It is time for the Bur-
mese regime to release all political prisoners,
not just one.

The United States looks forward to the day
when all of Burma’s people are free from fear
and persecution. Following Aung San Suu Kyi’s
powerful example, we recommit ourselves to re-
maining steadfast advocates of freedom and hu-
man rights for the Burmese people and ac-
countability for those who continue to oppress
them.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia
in Yokohama
November 14, 2010

President Obama. Well, let me just say it is
wonderful once again to meet with my friend
Dmitry. I think we’ve built up an excellent rela-

tionship over the past 2 years, working on a
whole range of issues. We had a very productive
discussion here.
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Obviously, the focus of APEC and our previ-
ous meeting in Seoul, the G–20, has been on in-
ternational economic issues. And we stressed
our interest in working with Russia on a range
of bilateral and multilateral economic issues. I
think that President Medvedev is doing an out-
standing job trying to reform and move Russia
forward on a whole range of economic issues,
and we’re working closely with them on Russia’s
interest in potentially joining the WTO.

In addition, we spoke about a range of securi-
ty issues. I reiterated my commitment to get the
START Treaty done during the lame duck ses-
sion, and I’ve communicated to Congress that it
is a top priority. We also discussed the fact that
President Medvedev is personally going to be
attending the NATO summit in Lisbon, and it
allows us to restart the NATO-Russia Council
and a host of consultations so that we can re-
duce tensions and increase cooperation on vari-
ous security matters in the European theater.

I want to again thank President Medvedev on
his cooperation with respect to Afghanistan.
There has been excellent transit cooperation in
recent months, and we think we can build on
that in our discussions next week. And on a
range of international issues and hotspots from
Sudan to the Middle East, we think that Russia
has been a excellent partner.

So we appreciate all the good work that Pres-
ident Medvedev and his team are doing, and I
look forward to seeing him next week. Both he
and I are racking up a lot of miles on our air-
planes these days. But there’s a lot of work to
do. And I’m glad to have him as an excellent
partner on a whole range of these issues.

President Medvedev. I would like also to say
that it has been very pleasant for me to have this
meeting and to discuss a whole range of bilater-
al and multilateral issues with my colleague,
President of the United States of America
Barack Obama.

Indeed, we have built on a very good rela-
tionship. We understand each other very well.
It’s very important to attain agreement on a
whole range of issues. Those issues are always
quite a few. We started with bilateral relations
here. Of late, we have seriously moved forward
the question of Russia WTO accession. And I

perceive this as a tribute to the acumen—to the
team in effect in the U.S. of America, which has
fulfilled all the agreements reached during my
visit to Washington, DC. And I hope this pro-
cess will continue and promptly Russia will join
WTO.

Now, as regards other issues at hand, indeed,
we certainly discussed regional matters, inter-
national issues. One of the important topics for
the coming days will be the meeting in Lisbon,
which will take place very shortly, and where
the U.S.—the Russia-NATO summit will be
held. We stated the improvement of relations
between Russia and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. And this is useful both to our
countries and all parties involved.

And now we’re discussing a whole range of
issues involved, including the so-called Europe-
an ABM. We have exchanged views as to what
could be done here, and we have agreed to give
instructions to our aides and ministers to pursue
this work further. At the summit, certainly, we’ll
discuss this matter too.

Besides, we have been fruitfully cooperating
in various regional fora such as G–20, which was
to address international issues and to attain
goals even if the situation in the economy of our
countries still remains quite difficult. And I
know that my friend Barack Obama has been
involved in this 24 hours per day. I would like to
wish him success in this area since the status of
U.S. economy greatly affects the general state
of the international economy.

And finally, we touched upon various inter-
national challenges which remain the same, and
we agreed to coordinate our work in this field,
and we’ll work very actively and closely like we
did recently.

Thank you.
President Obama. Okay. Thank you, every-

body.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. at the
InterContinental Yokohama Grand hotel. Presi-
dent Medvedev spoke in Russian, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the audio was incomplete.
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Exchange With Reporters Aboard Air Force One
November 14, 2010

The President. All right, what do you got?

President’s Visit to Asia

Q. Highlight of trip for you, sir?
The President. What’s that?
Q. What’s your takeaway from the trip?

What’s your sense of——
The President. You know, the—a couple of

things. Number one, I think all of Asia is eager
for American engagement and leadership. We
saw that in India, we saw it in Indonesia, we saw
it in—during the G–20, and we saw it during
APEC.

And it wasn’t just from leaders. I was struck
when I was at the first school that we went to in
Mumbai, and those young kids who were talk-
ing about the environment and green technolo-
gy. On the way down, I said, “Well, what are
you guys’ plans?” “Well, we’re of course going
to go to college.” I said, “Where are you going
to go?” “Well, America, of course.”

And so I think that sometimes, because we’ve
gone through a tough couple of years, there’s a
tendency for us to think that somehow Asia is
moving and we’re forgotten. And in fact, I think
everywhere in Asia, what I heard from leaders
and people is that we are still central and they
want us there.

Now, the second strong impression is, those
folks are moving. Korea, China, India, the en-
tire Southeast Asian region, Japan—all of them
recognize how competitive things are and that
they are thinking each and every day about how
to educate their workforce, rebuild their infra-
structure, enter into new markets. And we
should feel confident about our ability to com-
pete, but we are going to have to step up our
game.

Bipartisanship

Q. Sir, as you look ahead to the coming week,
I’m wondering how do you sit down at the ta-
ble——

The President. I’m sure it will be very relax-
ing.

Q. Yes. [Laughter] How do you approach a
meeting with a Senate Republican leader whose
life ambition seems to be to make sure you
don’t have a second term and an incoming
House Speaker apparent whose mantra seems
to be “no compromise”?

The President. Campaigning is very different
from governing. All of us learn that. And they’re
still flush with victory, having run a strategy that
was all about saying no. But I am very confident
that the American people were not issuing a
mandate for gridlock. They want to see us make
progress precisely because they understand in-
stinctually how competitive things are and how
we have to step up our game.

So my expectation is, when I sit down with
Mitch McConnell and John Boehner this week,
along with the Democratic leaders, that there
are a set of things that need to get done during
the lame duck, and that they are not going to
want to just obstruct, that they’re going to want
to engage constructively. There are going to be
some disagreements. There may be some need
for compromise. But we should be able at least
to get through the lame duck, making sure that
taxes don’t go up for middle class families start-
ing January 1, that some of the key business
provisions that can assure economic growth get
done. And then we’re going to have a whole
bunch of time next year for some serious philo-
sophical debates. And they should welcome
those debates next year.

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty

Q. How do you get the START Treaty
through the lame duck as well? Seems like an
uphill battle right now.

The President. You know, actually, I feel rea-
sonably good about our prospects. It was voted
out of committee with strong bipartisan sup-
port. Senator Lugar is somebody who’s made
disarmament one of his signature issues. In fact,
my first trip overseas was with Dick Lugar to
Russia. And we’ve been in a series of conversa-
tions with Senator Kyl, whose top priority is
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