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to a very vigorous package of economic steps,
and we are going to be working with all of Eu-
rope, as well as Portugal, in support of these ef-
forts, and we want to say how much we appreci-
ate some of the work that you are doing.

So again, I want to thank not only the Prime
Minister, the President, who previously hosted
me, but most of all, the Portuguese people for
your friendship, your commitment to a strong al-
liance between our two countries. And I am very

much looking forward to spending the next few
days in this beautiful city so that we can contin-
ue to strengthen a relationship that I think is not
only important to both our countries, but impor-
tant to Europe and the world as well. Obrigado.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. in the
Prime Minister’s office. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Anibal Antonio Cavaco Silva
of Portugal.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of the Founder of Sikhism
November 19, 2010

On Sunday, many around the world will
observe the anniversary of birth of Guru
Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism. I send
my best wishes to all those observing this ex-
traordinary occasion. This is also an opportu-
nity to recognize the many contributions that
Sikh Americans have made to our Nation and
to reflect on the pluralism that is a hallmark

of America. Sikhism’s principles of equality,
service, interfaith cooperation, and respect
are principles shared by all Americans. As
Sikhs celebrate the birth of Guru Nanak, peo-
ple of good will everywhere can identify with
his teachings on the equality of all humankind
and the need for compassion in our service to
others.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation Settling Claims Against the
Department of Agriculture
November 19, 2010

I applaud the Senate for passing the claims
settlement act of 2010, which will at long last
provide funding for the agreements reached in
the Pigford II lawsuit, brought by African Amer-
ican farmers, and the Cobell lawsuit, brought by
Native Americans over the management of Indi-
an trust accounts and resources. I particularly
want to thank Attorney General Holder and Sec-
retaries Salazar and Vilsack for their continued
work to achieve this outcome. I urge the House
to move forward with this legislation as they did
earlier this year, and I look forward to signing it
into law.

This bill also includes settlements for four
separate water rights suits made by Native
American tribes. I support these settlements,
and my administration is committed to address-
ing the water needs of tribal communities.
While these legislative achievements reflect
important progress, they also serve to remind
us that much work remains to be done. That is
why my administration also continues to work
to resolve claims of past discrimination made
by women and Hispanic farmers against the
USDA.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4783.

Remarks at the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Summit in Lisbon
November 19, 2010

Good evening, everybody. I just wanted to
take a few minutes to talk about the substantial

progress that the United States and our NATO
allies have made here today.
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We head into tomorrow’s meeting with an al-
liance that is fully aligned in its vision and ap-
proach to collective security for the 21st centu-
ry. After a year of discussions, and sometimes
debate, the new strategic concept that we are
embracing shows that NATO is fully united
about the way forward and committing to ad-
dressing the full range of security challenges of
this century.

Our article 5 commitment remains the center
of our approach, of course. An attack on one
NATO member is an attack on all. And just as
we will always back up that commitment with
the conventional and nuclear strength that is
necessary to defend our allies, we are now back-
ing up that commitment with new capabilities
as well.

That’s why I’m pleased to announce that for
the first time we’ve agreed to develop missile
defense capability that is strong enough to cover
all NATO European territory and populations,
as well as the United States. This important step
forward builds on the new phased adaptive ap-
proach to missile defense that I announced for
the United States last year. It offers a role for all
of our allies. It responds to the threats of our
times. It shows our determination to protect our
citizens from the threat of ballistic missiles. And
tomorrow we look forward to working with Rus-
sia to build our cooperation with them in this
area as well, recognizing that we share many of
the same threats.

Under the leadership of Secretary General
Rasmussen, I’m also pleased that we’re looking
at the full range of capabilities that we need to
secure our people, from more deployable capa-
bilities, to new measures to deal with new threats
like improvised explosives, to the cyber defenses
that will be so essential in the years to come.

And just as we have full agreement on our
new strategic concept, tomorrow our NATO al-
lies, ISAF partners, and the Afghan Govern-
ment will work to align our approach on Af-
ghanistan, particularly in two areas: our transi-
tion to full Afghan lead between 2011 and 2014,
and the long-term partnership that we’re build-
ing in Afghanistan.

Finally, let me say a few words about the
need to ratify the new START Treaty. As I’ve

said, this is a national security imperative for the
United States. We need to ratify new START to
put in place on-the-ground inspections of Rus-
sian nuclear arsenals, to reduce our deployed
weapons and launchers, and to build on our co-
operation with Russia, which has helped us put
pressure on Iran and helped us to equip our
mission in Afghanistan.

But just as this is a national security priority
for the United States, the message that I’ve re-
ceived since I’ve arrived from my fellow leaders
here at NATO could not be clearer: New
START will strengthen our alliance, and it will
strengthen European security.

Nobody is aware—nobody is more aware of
the need for a strong, secure, and democratic
Europe than our Eastern and Central European
allies. And my friend, the Foreign Minister of
Poland, Radoslaw Sikorski, put it well when he
said that new START will, and I quote, “bolster
our country’s security, and that of Europe as a
whole.”

On the other hand, we know that failure to
ratify and move forward with new START will
put at risk the substantial progress that has been
made in advancing our nuclear security and our
partnership with Russia on behalf of global se-
curity.

Indeed, tomorrow we will build on the reset
of U.S.-Russian relations by resetting relations
between NATO and Russia as well through the
NATO-Russia Council, which opens the door to
cooperation on a range of security interests, co-
operation that can lead to a more secure Eu-
rope and a more secure world.

So I want to thank all of my fellow leaders for
the work that has been done. The progress that
we’ve already made here today gives me great
confidence that this will be a landmark summit
in Lisbon and that the strong ties between the
United States and Europe will continue to grow
in the years to come.

Thanks very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:34 p.m. at the
Feria Internacional de Lisboa. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization.
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The President’s Weekly Address
November 20, 2010

Today I’d like to speak with you about an is-
sue that is fundamental to America’s national
security: the need for the Senate to approve the
new START Treaty this year.

This treaty is rooted in a practice that dates
back to Ronald Reagan. The idea is simple: As
the two nations with over 90 percent of the
world’s nuclear weapons, the United States and
Russia have a responsibility to work together to
reduce our arsenals. And to ensure that our na-
tional security is protected, the United States
has an interest in tracking Russia’s nuclear arse-
nal through a verification effort that puts U.S.
inspectors on the ground. As President Reagan
said when he signed a nuclear arms treaty with
the Soviet Union in 1987, “Trust, but verify.”

That is precisely what the new START Treaty
does. After nearly a full year of negotiations, we
completed an agreement earlier this year that
cuts by a third the number of long-range nucle-
ar weapons and delivery vehicles that the Unit-
ed States and Russia can deploy, while ensuring
that America retains a strong nuclear deterrent
and can put inspectors back on the ground in
Russia.

The treaty also helped us reset our relations
with Russia, which led to concrete benefits. For
instance, Russia has been indispensable to our
efforts to enforce strong sanctions on Iran, to
secure loose nuclear material from terrorists,
and to equip our troops in Afghanistan.

All of this will be put to risk if the Senate
does not pass the new START Treaty.

Without ratification this year, the United
States will have no inspectors on the ground
and no ability to verify Russian nuclear activi-
ties. So those who would block this treaty are
breaking President Reagan’s rule. They want to
trust, but not verify.

Without ratification, we put at risk the coali-
tion that we have built to put pressure on Iran
and the transit route through Russia that we use
to equip our troops in Afghanistan. And without
ratification, we risk undoing decades of Ameri-
can leadership on nuclear security and decades

of bipartisanship on this issue. Our security and
our position in the world are at stake.

Indeed, since the Reagan years, every Presi-
dent has pursued a negotiated, verified, arms
reduction treaty. And every time that these
treaties have been reviewed by the Senate, they
have passed with over 85 votes. Bipartisan sup-
port for new START could not be stronger. It
has been endorsed by Republicans from the
Reagan administration and both Bush adminis-
trations, including Colin Powell, George Shultz,
Jim Baker, and Henry Kissinger. And it was ap-
proved by the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee by a strong bipartisan vote of 14 to 4.

Over the last several months, several ques-
tions have been asked about new START, and
we have answered every single one. Some have
asked whether it will limit our missile defense;
it will not. Some, including Senator Jon Kyl,
have asked that we modernize our nuclear in-
frastructure for the 21st century. We are doing
so and plan to invest at least $85 billion in that
effort over the next 10 years, a significant in-
crease from the Bush administration.

Finally, some make no argument against the
treaty, they just ask for more time. But remem-
ber this: It has already been 11 months since
we’ve had inspectors in Russia, and every day
that goes by without ratification is a day that we
lose confidence in our understanding of Russia’s
nuclear weapons. If the Senate doesn’t act this
year—after 6 months, 18 hearings, and nearly a
thousand questions answered—it would have to
start over from scratch in January.

The choice is clear: A failure to ratify new
START would be a dangerous gamble with Amer-
ica’s national security, setting back our under-
standing of Russia’s nuclear weapons, as well as
our leadership in the world. That is not what the
American people sent us to Washington to do.

There is enough gridlock, enough bickering.
If there is one issue that should unite us—as
Republicans and Democrats—it should be our
national security.

Some things are bigger than politics. As Re-
publican Dick Lugar said the other day, “Every
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