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becomes just another move in an old Washing-
ton game.

But I think there was recognition today that
that’s a game that we can’t afford, not in these
times. And in a private meeting that I had with-
out staff—without betraying any confidences—
I was pleased to see several of my friends in the
room say, let’s try not to duplicate that. Let’s
not try to work the Washington spin cycle to
suggest that somehow the other side is not be-
ing cooperative. I think that there was a sincere
effort on the part of everybody involved to actu-
ally commit to work together to try to deal with
these problems.

And they understand that these aren’t times
for us to be playing games. As I told the leaders
at the beginning of the meeting, the next elec-
tion is 2 years away and there will be plenty of
time for campaigning. But right now we’re fac-
ing some very serious challenges. We share an
obligation to meet them. And that will require

choosing the best of our ideas over the worst of
our politics.

So that’s the spirit in which I invited both
parties here today. I’m happy with how the
meeting went. And I told all the leadership that
I look forward to holding additional meetings,
including at Camp David.

Harry Reid mentioned that he’s been in Con-
gress for 28 years; he’s never been to Camp Da-
vid. And so I told him, well, we’re going to have
to get them all up there sometime soon.

And I very much appreciate their presence
today. I appreciate the tenor of the conversa-
tions. I think it will actually yield results before
the end of the year, and I look forward to con-
tinuing this dialogue in the months ahead.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in
Room 430 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building.

Statement on Senate Passage of Food Safety Modernization Legislation
November 30, 2010

With the Senate’s passage of the Food Safety
Modernization Act, we are one step closer to
having critically important new tools to protect
our Nation’s food supply and keep consumers
safe. This legislation ensures more frequent in-
spections of food manufacturing facilities and
will require these facilities to take preventative
actions to reduce the risks of outbreaks and

foodborne illness. I urge the House, which has
previously passed legislation demonstrating its
strong commitment to making our food supply
safer, to act quickly on this critical bill, and I ap-
plaud the work that was done to ensure its
broad bipartisan passage in the Senate.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 510.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation Settling Claims
Against the Department of Agriculture
November 30, 2010

I am pleased that today the House has joined
the Senate in passing the claims settlement act
of 2010. This important legislation will fund the
agreements reached in the Pigford II lawsuit,
brought by African American farmers, and the
Cobell lawsuit, brought by Native Americans
over the management of Indian trust accounts
and resources. I want to thank Attorney Gener-
al Holder and Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack
for all their work to reach this outcome, and I

applaud Congress for acting in a bipartisan fash-
ion to bring this painful chapter in our Nation’s
history to a close.

This bill also provides funding for settle-
ments reached in four separate water rights
suits brought by Native American tribes, and it
represents a significant step forward in ad-
dressing the water needs of Indian Country.
Yet, while today’s vote demonstrates important
progress, we must remember that much work
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