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It’s also important to note that while this bill
is fully paid for, it won’t add a dime to the defi-
cit, some of the funding comes from rolling
back a temporary increase in food stamp bene-
fits—or SNAP as it’s now called—starting in the
fall of 2013. I know a number of Members of
Congress have expressed concerns about this
offset being included in the bill, and I’m com-
mitted to working with them to restore these
funds in the future.

We know that every day across this country,
parents are working as hard as they can to make
healthy choices for their kids. Schools are doing
everything possible to provide the nutritious
food they need to thrive. Communities are
coming together to help our young people lead
healthier lives right from the beginning. And it’s
time that we made that work a little bit easier.
So these folks are fulfilling their responsibilities
to our kids. This legislation helps ensure that we
fulfill our responsibilities as well.

Shortly after signing the first law establishing
school lunches, Harry Truman said that “noth-
ing is more important in our national life than

the welfare of our children, and proper nourish-
ment comes first in attaining this welfare.”

So today I’m very proud to sign this bill that
continues that legacy. Not only am I very proud
of the bill, but had I not been able to get this
passed, I would be sleeping on the couch.
[Laughter]

So now I am very proud to introduce some-
body who’s done so much to shine a light on
these critical issues related to childhood nutri-
tion and obesity and exercise: America’s First
Lady, my First Lady, Michelle Obama.

[At this point, the First Lady made brief re-
marks.]

The President. Let’s go sign this bill.
The First Lady. Let’s go do it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. at
Harriet Tubman Elementary School. S. 3307,
approved December 13, was assigned Public
Law No. 111–296. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks Honoring the 2010 National Basketball Association Champion Los
Angeles Lakers
December 13, 2010

The President. Hello, everybody!
Audience members. Hello!
The President. Well, it is great to be here at

THEARC with the Boys and Girls Club of
Greater Washington.

Give it up for the world champion Los Ange-
les Lakers. I want to congratulate everybody on
the team, everybody who works for the organi-
zation, and all the fans who cheer them on year
after year.

We’ve also got, by the way, one of Califor-
nia’s great Members of Congress in the house:
Grace Napolitano is here. Hello, Grace.

Now, I have to say that there is a longstand-
ing tradition of welcoming championship sports
teams to the White House. But here’s the thing:
These guys have been there so often; they were
just there last year because they won the title.
And Kobe and Derek have been there so many

times now, they could lead tours themselves.
The same is true for Coach Jackson.

So I thought we’d change things up a little
bit. We teamed up with NBA Cares to come
here to THEARC and spend a little time with
the unbelievable young people who are here, as
well as the terrific staff. And I was just walking
around watching these players work with stu-
dents assembling care packages for our wound-
ed warriors, putting together some toiletry kits
for the homeless here in Washington, DC, and
trying to keep up with the kids on the “Big
Brain Academy” challenge, which I didn’t even
try because it was moving way too fast for me.

But that’s the beauty of service, anybody can
do it. The Lakers have a proud tradition of per-
forming community service in the L.A. commu-
nity, and I’m glad that they took the time to
help us during the holiday season here in
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Washington, DC. We celebrate that spirit of
service off the court, because it’s very hard to
do what these guys do on the court, but every-
body can serve off the court.

Now, on the court, there aren’t too many
folks who can do what the Los Angeles Lakers
do. This year, they won their 2d title in a row
and their 16th championship overall. That’s one
behind the Boston Celtics for the most of all
time. The Boston Celtics, of course, they beat in
this year’s finals.

I want to congratulate Coach Phil Jackson on
earning his 11th NBA championship ring. It was
his fifth championship with the Lakers, which I
should point out, is still one behind the six he
won with the Chicago Bulls.

Kobe Bryant. Not for long.
The President. Kobe said, not for long, though.

[Laughter] We are still grateful for you, Coach, in
Chicago. And it has been a long drought since
Phil left Chicago, although I have to say they wit-
nessed in person on Friday that my Bulls are
showing some signs of life. [Laughter]

I want to congratulate Kobe Bryant, the NBA
Finals MVP for the second year in a row. Kobe
was there when we organized a little pickup
game for my 49th birthday. Pau Gasol and some
other NBA players participated; Derek was
there. Kobe was sidelined because he had just
gotten some treatment on his knee. I was not
yet sidelined with my busted lip. But nobody
was taking it easy on me because Pau was on my

team, so I kept on just passing to him. And now
I got to see how everybody else on the Lakers
gets so many open looks, if you’ve got Pau Gasol
in the middle.

So I just want to congratulate all the L.A. Lak-
ers for being one of the outstanding sports fran-
chises in our country and in our history. I wish all
of you guys great luck for the rest of the season.

But especially, I just want to thank you for be-
ing so generous with your time with these kids.
These young people here are working hard.
They’re doing well in school. They were really
helping me out as I was going through that line
packing those care boxes, making sure I didn’t
screw up. We are incredibly proud of them.

But every once in a while they need a little
encouragement and they need to know that no
dream is beyond their reach. And so when they
see people like the Los Angeles Lakers who are
willing to spend time with them, that sends a
message to them that they’re special. And you
guys can’t give a better gift than that during the
holiday season.

So thank you very much. We’re really proud
of you. Congratulations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. at the
Town Hall Education Arts Recreation Campus.
In his remarks, he referred to Kobe Bryant,
guard, Derek Fisher, guard, and Pau Gasol, for-
ward-center, Los Angeles Lakers.

Remarks on Congressional Action on Legislation To Extend Tax Cuts and
Unemployment Insurance Benefits
December 13, 2010

Hello, everybody. I am pleased to announce,
at this hour the United States Senate is moving
forward on a package of tax cuts that has strong
bipartisan support. This proves that both parties
can, in fact, work together to grow our economy
and look out for the American people.

Once the Senate completes action on this
bill, it will move over to the House of Represen-
tative for its consideration. I’ve been talking
with several Members of that body. I recognize
that folks on both sides of the political spectrum

are unhappy with certain parts of the package,
and I understand those concerns. I share some
of them. But that’s the nature of compromise:
sacrificing something that each of us cares
about to move forward on what matters to all of
us. Right now that’s growing the economy and
creating jobs. And nearly every economist
agrees that that is what this package will do.

Taken as a whole, the bill that the Senate will
allow to proceed does some very good things for
America’s economy and the American people.
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