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Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Khar, Pakistan
December 25, 2010

I strongly condemn the outrageous terrorist at-
tack in Khar, Pakistan. Killing innocent civilians
outside a World Food Programme distribution
point is an affront to the people of Pakistan and

to all humanity. The United States stands with
the people of Pakistan in this difficult time and
will strongly support Pakistan’s efforts to ensure
greater peace, security, and justice for its people.

Statement on the Observance of Kwanzaa
December 26, 2010

Michelle and I extend our warmest thoughts
and wishes to all those who are celebrating
Kwanzaa this holiday season. Today is the first of
a joyful 7-day celebration of African American
culture and heritage. The seven principles of
Kwanzaa—unity, self-determination, collective
work and responsibility, cooperative economics,
purpose, creativity, and faith—are some of the
very values that make us Americans.

As families across America and around the
world light the kinara today in the spirit of umo-
ja, or unity, our family sends our well wishes
and blessings for a happy and healthy new year.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary as a statement by the
President and the First Lady.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack on Central
Intelligence Agency Personnel in Afghanistan
December 30, 2010

One year ago today, at a remote outpost at
Khost, Afghanistan, seven American patriots
showed us the true meaning of honor, integrity,
and selfless sacrifice. For their colleagues and
friends at the CIA, it was a heartbreaking loss of
experienced veterans and young officers who
served on the frontlines in the fight to keep our
Nation safe. For Americans to whom the work
of our intelligence community is largely un-
known, it was a rare glimpse into the risks that
our intelligence professionals accept in defense
of the security and freedoms that we cherish.
And for those of us who gathered at Langley last
February to pay tribute to these seven heroes
and to comfort their families, it was an occasion
to rededicate ourselves to their work and to the
ideals for which they died.

In the year since, that is what we have done.
As President, I rely on our intelligence, military,
and civilian personnel every day, and I know
that our country is more secure and the Ameri-
can people are safer because of their extraordi-
nary service. Today, Al Qaida’s senior leader-
ship is under more pressure than ever before

and is hunkered down in the border region of
Afghanistan and Pakistan. We are relentlessly
pursuing our mission to disrupt, dismantle, and
ultimately defeat that terrorist organization. In
the United States and around the world, plots
have been thwarted, attacks have been disrupt-
ed, and the lives of Americans have been saved.

This is the legacy of the courageous Ameri-
cans who gave their lives 1 year ago and whose
stars now grace the Memorial Wall at Langley,
just as it is the legacy of our troops who have
given their lives in Afghanistan and Iraq. As we
mark the first anniversary of their sacrifice at
Khost, this is the work to which we recommit
ourselves today. We will ensure that our dedi-
cated intelligence professionals have the train-
ing and tools they need to meet the missions we
ask of them. We will do everything in our power
to ensure the safety and security of the Ameri-
can people. And like our seven patriots at
Khost, we will never waver in defense of the se-
curity and liberties that keep America strong
and free.
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