
Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / June 3

633

think have a very difficult task in choosing from
so many outstanding architects all around the
world.

Now, as Tom mentioned, my interest in ar-
chitecture goes way back. There was a time
when I thought I could be an architect, where
I expected to be more creative than I turned
out—so I had to go into politics instead.
[Laughter]

And as the Pritzkers and so many others
here can attest, if you love architecture there
are few better places to live than in my home-
town of Chicago. It is the birthplace of the sky-
scraper, a city filled with buildings and public
spaces designed by architects like Louis Sulli-
van, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Frank Gehry,
who is here tonight.

In fact, the headquarters of our last campaign
was in a building based on a design by Mies van
der Rohe. And for 2 years, we crammed it full of
hundreds of people working around the clock
and surviving on nothing but pizza. [Laughter]
I’m not sure if that’s what Mies had in mind, but
it worked out pretty well for us. 

And that’s what architecture is all about. It’s
about creating buildings and spaces that in-
spire us, that help us do our jobs, that bring us
together, and that become, at their best, works
of art that we can move through and live in.
And in the end, that’s why architecture can be
considered the most democratic of art forms. 

That’s perhaps why Thomas Jefferson, who
helped enshrine the founding principles of our
Nation, had such a passion for architecture and
design. He spent more than 50 years perfect-
ing his home at Monticello. And he spent
countless hours sketching and revising his ar-
chitectural drawings for the University of Vir-
ginia, a place where he hoped generations
would study and become, as he described it,
“the future bulwark of the human mind in this
hemisphere.”

Like Jefferson, tonight’s honoree has spent
his career not only pushing the boundaries of
his art, but doing so in a way that serves the
public good. Eduardo Souto de Moura has de-
signed homes, shopping centers, art galleries,
schools, and subway stations, all in a style that
seems as effortless as it is beautiful. He’s an ex-
pert at the use of different materials and col-
ors, and his simple shapes and clean lines al-
ways fit seamlessly into their surroundings.

Perhaps Eduardo’s most famous work is the
stadium he designed in Braga, Portugal. Never
one to settle for the easy answer, Eduardo
wanted to build this particular stadium on the
side of a mountain. So he blasted out nearly a
million and a half cubic yards of granite from
the mountainside, then crushed it to make the
concrete necessary to build the stadium.

He also took great care to position the stadi-
um in such a way that anyone who couldn’t af-
ford a ticket could watch the match from the
surrounding hillsides, kind of like Portugal’s
version of Wrigley Field. [Laughter]

And that combination of form and function,
of artistry and accessibility, is why today we
honor Eduardo with what is known as the No-
bel Prize of architecture. As Frank Gehry, a
former winner of this prize, said, “Architecture
should speak of its time and place, but yearn
for timelessness.” I want to thank all the men
and women who create these timeless works of
art, not only to bring us joy, but to help make
this world a better place.

And, Tom, thank you again for your extraor-
dinary patronage of architecture. It makes an
enormous difference. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:04 p.m. at the
Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium. In his remarks,
he referred to Thomas J. Pritzker, chairman
and president of the Hyatt Foundation, sponsor
of the Pritzker Architecture Prize.

Remarks at the Chrysler Toledo Assembly Complex in Toledo, Ohio
June 3, 2011

The President. Thank you, everybody. Thank
you. Everybody, please have a seat. Please have
a seat.

It is good to be back in Toledo. It is good to
be with all of you. Now, for those of you who
I’ve met up close, I just want you to know that
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I stopped by Rudy’s, had—[laughter]—two hot
dogs, two chili dogs with onions. So I’ve been
looking for a mint backstage. [Laughter] It
tasted pretty good going down though.

It is wonderful to see you. We’ve got some
outstanding public servants who are here,
who’ve been working hard on behalf of work-
ing Americans their entire careers. One of the
finest Senators that I know of, Senator Sherrod
Brown, is in the house. Congresswoman Marcy
Kaptur’s in the house. Your mayor is in the
house. Give him a big round of applause. 

I just took a short tour of the plant and
watched some of you putting the finishing
touches on the Wrangler. Now, I—as some-
body reminded—I need to call it the iconic
Wrangler. [Laughter] And that’s appropriate
because when you think about what Wrangler
has always symbolized, it symbolized freedom,
adventure, hitting the open road, never looking
back, which is why Malia and Sasha will never
buy one—[laughter]—until maybe they’re
35. [Laughter] I don’t want any adventure for
them.

I want to thank Jill for the kind introduction.
Somebody on my staff asked Jill to describe
herself in three words or less, and she said,
“Hard working.” Hard working. And her entire
family agreed. So she’s with the right team
here at this plant, because I know there are a
lot of hard-working people here. And I
am—[applause]—I’m proud of all of you.
Now, Jill was born and raised right here in To-
ledo. Her mother retired from this plant. Her
stepfather retired from this plant. Her uncle
still works at this plant. She met her husband at
this plant. Now they have two children of their
own, and her 3-year-old wants to work at this
plant. [Laughter]

I don’t think her story is unique. I’m sure
there are a lot of you who have similar stories of
previous generations working for Chrysler. And
this plant or the earlier plant that used to—that
I guess is still right down the road, this is the
economic rock of the community. You depend
on it, and so do thousands of Americans. The
Wrangler you build here directly supports
3,000 other jobs, with parts manufactured all
across America: doors from Michigan, axles

from Kentucky, tires from Tennessee. And this
plant indirectly supports hundreds of other jobs
right here in Toledo. After all, without you,
who’d eat at Chet’s or Inky’s or Rudy’s? Or
who’d buy all those cold ones at Zinger’s?
[Laughter] This guy right here? That’s the
Zinger crew right there. [Laughter] All right.

What would be life like here in Toledo if you
didn’t make these cars? Now, 2 years ago, we
came pretty close to finding out. We were still
near the bottom of a vicious recession, the
worst that we’ve seen in our lifetimes, and ulti-
mately, that recession cost 8 million jobs. And
it hit this industry particularly hard. So in the
year before I took office, this industry lost
more than 400,000 jobs. In the span of a few
months, one in five American autoworkers got
a pink slip. And two great American compa-
nies, Chrysler and GM, stood on the brink of
liquidation. 

Now, we had a few options. We could have
followed the status quo and kept the automak-
ers on life support by just giving them tens of
billions of dollars of taxpayer money, but never
really dealing with the structural issues at these
plants. But that would have just kicked the
problem down the road.

Or we could have done what a lot of folks in
Washington thought we should do, and that is,
nothing. We could have just let U.S. automak-
ers go into an uncontrolled freefall, and that
would have triggered a cascade of damage all
across the country. If we let Chrysler and GM
fail, plants like this would have shut down.
Then dealers and suppliers across the country
would have shriveled up. Then Ford and other
automakers could have failed too because they
wouldn’t have had the suppliers that they
needed. And by the time the dominos stopped
falling, more than a million jobs and countless
communities and a proud industry that helped
build America’s middle class for generations
wouldn’t have been around anymore.

So in the middle of a deep recession, that
would have been a brutal and irreversible
shock to the entire economy and to the future
of millions of Americans. So we refused to let
that happen. 
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I didn’t run for President to get into the auto
business. I’ve got more than enough to do. I
ran for President because too many Americans
felt their dreams slipping away from them.
That core idea of America that if you work
hard, if you do right, if you’re responsible, that
you can lead a better life and, most important-
ly, pass on a better life to your kids, that Amer-
ican Dream felt like it was getting further and
further out of reach.

Folks were working harder for less. Wages
were flat, while the cost of everything from
health care to groceries kept on going up. And
as if things weren’t hard enough, the bottom
fell out of the economy in the closing weeks of
that campaign back in 2008, so life got that
much harder. 

So I want everybody to understand, our task
hasn’t just been to recover from the recession.
Our task has been to rebuild the future on a
stronger foundation than we had before, to
make sure that you can see your incomes and
your savings rise again and you can retire with
security and respect again and you can open
doors of opportunity for your kids again and we
can live out the American Dream again. That’s
what we’re fighting for. [Applause] That’s what
we’re fighting for.

So that’s what drives me every day as I step
into the Oval Office. That’s why we stood by
the American auto industry. It was about
you—your families, your jobs, your lives, your
dreams—making sure that we were doing ev-
erything possible to keep them within reach.

So we decided to do more than just rescue
the industry from crisis. We decided to retool
it for a new age. We said that if everyone in-
volved was willing to take the tough steps and
make the painful sacrifices that were needed to
become competitive, then we’d invest in your
future and the future of communities like To-
ledo, that we’d have your back.

So I placed my bet on you. I put my faith in
the American worker. And I’ll tell you what,
I’m going to do that every day of the week, be-
cause what you’ve done vindicates my faith. 

Today, all three automakers are turning a
profit. That hasn’t happened since 2004. To-
day, all three American automakers are gaining

market share. That hasn’t happened since
1995. And today I’m proud to announce the
Government has been completely repaid for
the investments we made under my watch by
Chrysler because of the outstanding work that
you guys did—[applause]—because of you.
That’s right.

Chrysler has repaid every dime and more of
what it owes the American taxpayer from the
investment we made during my watch. And by
the way, you guys repaid it 6 years ahead of
schedule. And last night we reached an agree-
ment to sell the Government’s remaining in-
terest in the company. So soon Chrysler will be
a hundred percent in private hands, early, fast-
er than anybody believed. 

So I’m—I couldn’t be prouder of what
you’ve done. And what’s most important, all
three American automakers are now adding
shifts and creating jobs at the strongest rate
since the 1990s. So far the auto industry has
added 113,000 jobs over the past 2 years. In
Detroit, Chrysler added a second shift at its
Jefferson North plant. GM’s adding a third
shift at its Hamtramck plant for the first time
ever. In Indiana, Chrysler is investing more
than 1.3 billion in its Kokomo facilities. And
across the country, GM plans to hire back ev-
ery single one of its laid-off workers by the end
of the year—every single one.

And that makes a difference for everyone
who depends on this industry. Companies like
a small precision tooling manufacturer in Van-
dergrift, Pennsylvania, have brought back
many of the employees they had laid off 2 years
ago. Manufacturers from Michigan to Massa-
chusetts are looking for new engineers to build
advanced batteries for American-made electric
cars. And obviously, Chet’s and Inky’s and
Zinger’s, they’ll all have your business for some
time to come, especially those guys over there.
[Laughter]

So this industry is back on its feet, repaying
its debts, gaining ground. Because of you, we
can once again say that the best cars in the
world are built right here in the U.S. of A.,
right here in Ohio, right here in the Midwest.
And each day when you clock in, you’re doing
more than earning your pay by churning out
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cars. You’re standing up for this company.
You’re sticking up for this way of life. You’re
scoring one for the home team and showing
the world that American manufacturing and
American industry is back.

Now, I don’t want to pretend like every-
thing’s solved. We’ve still got a long way to go,
not just in this industry, but in our economy,
for all our friends, all our neighbors who are
still feeling the sting of recession. There’s no-
body here who doesn’t know someone who is
looking for work and hasn’t found something
yet. Even though the economy is growing,
even though it’s created more than 2 million
jobs over the past 15 months, we still face some
tough times. We still face some challenges.
This economy took a big hit. You know, it’s just
like if you had a bad illness, if you got hit by a
truck, it’s going to take a while for you to
mend. And that’s what’s happened to our econ-
omy. It’s taking a while to mend. 

And there are still some headwinds that are
coming at us. Lately, it’s been high gas prices
that have caused a lot of hardship for a lot of
working families. And then you had the eco-
nomic disruptions following the tragedy in Ja-
pan. You got the instability in the Middle East,
which makes folks uncertain. There are always
going to be bumps on the road to recovery.
We’re going to pass through some rough ter-
rain that even a Wrangler would have a hard
time with. We know that. 

Audience members. No!
The President. You say a Wrangler can go

over anything, huh? [Laughter]
But you know what, we know what’s hap-

pened here. We know what’s possible when we
invest in what works. And just as we succeeded
in retooling this industry for a new age, we’ve
got to rebuild this whole economy for a new
age so that the middle class doesn’t just sur-
vive, but it also thrives.

These are tight fiscal times. You guys have
all heard about the deficit and the debt, and
that demands that we spend wisely, cut every-
where that we can. We’ve got to live within our
means. Everybody’s got to do their part. Mid-
dle class workers like you, though, shouldn’t be
bearing all the burden. You work too hard for

someone to ask you to pay more so that some-
body who’s making millions or billions of dol-
lars can pay less. That’s not right. 

And even though we’re in tough times, there
are still some things that we’ve got to keep on
doing if we’re going to win the future. We can’t
just sit back and stop. We got business we got
to do. We got to make sure that our schools are
educating our kids so that they can succeed. I
was looking at all the gizmos and gadgets you
got in this plant here. It’s a lot more complicat-
ed working on a plant than it used to be. Kids
have to know math and science. 

We got to have a transportation and commu-
nications network that allows our businesses to
compete. We used to have the best roads, the
best bridges, the best airports. In a lot of plac-
es, we don’t have that anymore. If you go to
China, Beijing, they’ve got a fancier airport.
You go to Europe, they got fancier trains, bet-
ter roads. We can’t let our infrastructure just
crumble and fall apart. We’re America. We’ve
got to make that investment. 

We’ve got to invest in innovation that will
pave the way for future prosperity. We invent-
ed stuff that the world now uses and the world
now makes. We’ve got to keep on inventing
stuff and make sure it’s made right here in
America. And that requires investments. That
requires investments in basic research and ba-
sic science. 

So these are all things that will help America
outinnovate, outeducate, outcompete, outhus-
tle everybody else in the world. I want America
to win the future, and I want our future to be
big and optimistic, not small and fearful. 

So we’ve got a lot of hard work that’s left to
do, Ohio. We’ve got a lot of work to do. But
we’re going to get there. And if anybody tells
you otherwise, I want you to remember the im-
probable turnaround that’s taken place here at
Chrysler. I want you to remember all those
folks who were—all those voices who were say-
ing, “No,” saying, “No, we can’t.” Because, To-
ledo, you showed that this was a good invest-
ment, betting on America’s workers.

What we see here is a proud reminder that
in difficult times, Americans, they dig deep,
they recapture the toughness that makes us
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who we are: builders and doers who never stop
imagining a better future. What I see here is a
reminder of the character that makes us great,
that we’re a people who will forge a better fu-
ture because that’s what we do. What I see
here is an America that is resilient, an America
that understands that when we come together,
nobody can stop us. 

And so I tell you what, I’m going to keep bet-
ting on you. And as long as I continue to have
the privilege of being the President of the Unit-
ed States, I’m going to keep fighting alongside

you for a future that is brighter for this commu-
nity, for Toledo, for Ohio, for America.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Michael P. Bell
of Toledo, OH; Chrysler employee Jill L. Opi-
al, her husband Christopher, and their chil-
dren Carter and Jenna; and Jan L. McClain,
mother, and Robert McClain, Sr., stepfather,
of Jill L. Opial.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 4, 2011

Hello, everybody. I’m speaking to you today
from a Chrysler plant in Toledo, Ohio, where I
just met with workers, including Jill Opial. Jill
was born and raised here in Toledo. Her mom
and stepfather retired from this plant. She met
her husband here, and now they have two chil-
dren of their own. This plant has not only been
central to the economy of this town, it’s been
part of the lifeblood of this community.

Now, the reason I came to Toledo was to
congratulate Jill and her coworkers on the
turnaround they helped bring about at Chrys-
ler and throughout the auto industry. Today,
each of the Big Three automakers—Chrysler,
GM, and Ford—is turning a profit for the first
time since 2004. Chrysler has repaid every
dime and more of what it owes American tax-
payers for their support during my Presidency,
and it repaid that money 6 years ahead of
schedule. And this week, we reached a deal to
sell our remaining stake. And that means soon
Chrysler will be a hundred percent in private
hands.

Most importantly, all three American auto-
makers are now adding shifts and creating jobs
at the strongest rate since the 1990s. Chrysler
has added a second shift at the Jefferson North
plant in Detroit that I visited last year. GM is
adding a third shift at its Hamtramck plant for
the first time ever. And GM plans to hire back
all of the workers they had laid off during the
recession.

That’s remarkable when you think about
where we were just a couple of years ago.
When I took office, we were facing the worst
recession since the Great Depression, a reces-
sion that hit our auto industry particularly
hard. In the year before I was President, this
industry lost more than 400,000 jobs, and two
great, iconic American companies, Chrysler
and GM, stood on the brink of collapse.

Now, we had a few options. We could have
done what a lot of folks in Washington thought
we should do—nothing. But that would have
made a bad recession worse and put a million
people out of work. I refused to let that hap-
pen. So I said if GM and Chrysler were willing
to take the difficult steps of restructuring and
making themselves more competitive, the
American people would stand by them, and we
did.

But we decided to do more than rescue this
industry from crisis. We decided to help it re-
tool for a new age, and that’s what we’re doing
all across the country. We’re making sure
America can outbuild, outinnovate, and out-
compete the rest of the world. That’s how we’ll
build an economy where you can see your in-
comes and savings rise again, send your kids to
college, and retire with dignity, security, and
respect. That’s how we’ll make sure we keep
that fundamental American promise that if you
work hard and act responsibly, you’ll be able to
pass on a better life to your kids and your
grandkids.
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