
Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / Mar. 21

281

be necessary to realize the objectives of U.N.
Security Council Resolutions 1970 and 1973.

For these purposes, I have directed these
actions, which are in the national security and
foreign policy interests of the United States,
pursuant to my constitutional authority to con-
duct U.S. foreign relations and as Commander
in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-

sistent with the War Powers Resolution. I ap-
preciate the support of the Congress in this ac-
tion.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Sebastian Pinera Echenique
of Chile in Santiago
March 21, 2011

Buenas noches. President Pinera; First La-
dy; former Presidents Aylwin, Frei, Lagos; to
all the distinguished guests here tonight, espe-
cially the Secretary General of the Organiza-
tion of American States, Jose Miguel Insulza: It
is wonderful to be here. I have to say that be-
cause I’ve already given one speech tonight,
I’ve already made remarks at the press, I’m go-
ing to keep my remarks tonight very brief. Be-
cause otherwise, you won’t invite me back.
[Laughter]

On our flight into Chile today, we were all
struck by the incredible beauty of the Andes.
We looked out the window, Michelle and my
daughters and my staff, and we marveled at the
awesome ranges and the snowcapped peaks. It
was truly spectacular.

And it called to mind something once said
by a beloved daughter of both our countries,
the novelist Isabel Allende. She said, “I come
from a land of mountains, where friendship is a
blood pact . . . hospitality is sacred, [and] bonds
unbreakable.”

President Pinera, First Lady, to you and the
people of Santiago and of Chile, thank you for
the extraordinary hospitality that you have
shown to both me, Michelle, and our daugh-
ters. And thank you for the friendship and the
strong bonds between our people, which in-
deed are unbreakable.

Given the events that are unfolding half a
world away, in the Middle East and North Af-
rica, I hope you’ll give me a brief moment to

reflect on the broader meaning of the times
that we live in.

We gather in a palace that tells the story of a
nation and its relationship with my own. For
many years, this was a symbol of how Chile lost
its democracy. But today, it stands as a testa-
ment to how Chile regained and rebuilt your
democracy, an achievement for which I know
all Chileans are extraordinarily proud.

In this sense, you’ve fulfilled the vision of
the liberator Bolivar, who long ago predicted,
“Chile can be free.” Chile can be free. And as I
said in my speech today, at a time when others
around the world are reaching for their own
rights and struggling for their own sense of dig-
nity, Chile sends a powerful message: You too
can write a new chapter in the story of your na-
tion; you too can be free.

Some have called Chile’s progress a miracle.
But as you know so well, there was nothing mi-
raculous about it. It takes courage and sacrifice
and resolve over many years. This too is Chile’s
lesson for the world. Democracy can’t be im-
posed from the outside. It must spring from
within, from the hearts and souls of those who
seek it and are willing to work for it.

There’s a saying that goes, “Tell me who is
by your side, and I’ll tell you who you are.” And
so I would like to propose a toast. I hope they
didn’t mix up our glasses. [Laughter].

To the people and progress of Chile, the
United States of America is proud to stand with
you as partners. And to what our partnership
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says about who we are, two proud nations
bound by the conviction that change is possible,
that every nation can be free, and that there can
be no denying the dignity and human rights
that are so eloquently expressed in our Consti-
tution and are now lived out in Chile today.

Salud.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:06 p.m. at the
Palacio de La Moneda. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Cecilia Morel de Pinera, wife of Pres-
ident Pinera; and former Presidents Patricio
Aylwin Azocar, Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle, and
Ricardo Lagos Escobar of Chile.

The President’s News Conference With President Carlos Mauricio Funes
Cartagena of El Salvador in San Salvador, El Salvador
March 22, 2011

President Funes. Good afternoon, and thank
you so much for your presence. Thanks to all
the friends of the press, both domestic and in-
ternational.

First of all, I would like to thank President
Obama for his visit, and also to his family and
his committee—his delegation that accompa-
nied this morning. And on behalf of my wife
Vanda and all the people of El Salvador, I real-
ly thank you, Mr. President, for the support
that you have given to the people of El Salva-
dor and to the process of transition and build-
ing of democracy that we’re going through. It
is a great honor to have your presence in El
Salvador. So welcome once again, Mr. Presi-
dent, and I hope that you enjoy, the few hours
that you’re going to be here, the hospitality of
our people.

President Obama has asked me if this is the
weather characteristic of this time of the year,
and I was saying that, yes, and that it is a pity
because if he had stayed a little bit longer we
could have invited you to get to see the beach-
es of our country that are one of the best in the
region.

Dear friends of the press, this visit of Presi-
dent Obama is historical. This encounter is
produced when our country is immersed in a
process of deep changes that started with the
political—[inaudible]—a transition that took
place in a very orderly and peaceful manner
that has meant a transcendental step forward
for the consolidation of our democracy and of
our institutions in the fight for transparency.

Therefore, we are in face of a great opportu-
nity for our political, economic, and social de-

velopment, an opportunity that is historic in
nature, to get—to do away with the obstacles
that in the past did not allow us to advance as a
unit towards a new model of development with
social justice.

Your visit, Mr. President, is circumscribed
within this process as showmanship of your
recognition of the advancements in our de-
mocracy and the efforts that we have carried
out as a people to reach international consen-
sus that will allow us to continue progressing
together facing the great challenges, especially
poverty and the commitment to get greater
levels of citizen security.

We coincided when we were talking with
President Obama that this visit to the Latin
America region is fundamental, and he was
telling me some details of his meeting with
President Dilma Rousseff of Brazil and the
President of Chile.

The truth, Mr. President, is that this is a fun-
damental visit, first of all because Latin Ameri-
ca, after the democratization process that
we’ve gone through the last two decades, is
now a region in peace that enjoys the deserved
fruits of this great struggle for human rights
and the strengthening of our democracies.

But also it is fundamental from point of
view—the economic point of view because the
majority of the Latin America countries are
just overcoming this international crisis better
than other countries in the world based on
models against poverty and betting on their
productive sectors and the hard-working peo-
ple that they have.
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