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And so obviously, we’re deeply concerned
about that situation, and we expect to see some
sort of definitive action sometime very quickly.

Overall, though, I’m pleased to say that the
relationship between our two countries is ex-
tremely strong, as reflected not only in the re-
lationship between our governments, but also
the people-to-people contacts. And I’m hoping
that I have an opportunity at some point dur-
ing my Presidency to visit the Netherlands, be-
cause——

Prime Minister Rutte. Yes, yes. [Laughter]
President Obama. ——because all reports

are that it is beautiful and the people are won-
derful, and I look forward to enjoying some
Dutch hospitality sometime soon.

So, Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Rutte. Yes. Well, thank you

so much. I’m glad to be here and to meet once
again with you, Barack Obama. And I hope
very much to welcome you to the Netherlands.
That would be a great honor and a great oppor-
tunity.

The relationship between our countries is
very strong. It goes back a long time. And I
came to the United States basically to discuss
three issues: jobs, jobs, and jobs.

President Obama. Those are good issues to
discuss.

Prime Minister Rutte. These are the main is-
sues at the moment.

And first of all of course, our excellent eco-
nomic ties—bilateral economic ties: 625,000
Americans are at work today because of our di-
rect investment in the U.S. and also our trade

relationship. And the total investment of the
U.S. in the Netherlands is more than the U.S.
investment in Brazil, Russia, India, and China
combined. And I believe we can work very
hard to have this job engine grow even more
powerful.

Secondly, we’ll discuss, no doubt, the euro
zone. It’s the intention of my government to
keep the euro zone intact, to keep the euro in-
tact, to fight the debt crisis, and at the same
time, get growth and job growth going again in
the European Union, which is vital for our own
future.

And thirdly, we will discuss, I have no
doubt, the upcoming NATO summit, in your
hometown, in Chicago——

President Obama. It will be a wonderful visit.
Prime Minister Rutte. ——next year and

our transatlantic alliance and international
stability and, of course, the situation in the
Arab region, where we pull on the same side,
where we are working on progress and de-
mocracy in the Arab region and in the Middle
East.

President Obama. Good.
Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former Prime Minister
Jan Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands;
President Herman Van Rompuy of the Euro-
pean Council; and President Jose Manuel
Durao Barroso of the European Commission.

Remarks at Scranton High School in Scranton, Pennsylvania
November 30, 2011

The President. Hello, Scranton! Thank you. It
is good to be back in Scranton. Go, Knights!
The—[applause]—it is good to be here. Thank
you, Principal Schaeffer, for letting us hold this
little assembly here at the high school. [Laughter]
The principal was bragging about both the bas-
ketball team and the football team. I understand
they’re—[applause]—this—right up there? All
right.

Thank you, Donna, for the wonderful invita-
tion. We had a chance to visit in the Festas’ liv-
ing room, and just a wonderful family, and
their kids are doing great. So I’m really, really
proud to be with all of you.

Audience member. Can you come to my
house? [Laughter]

The President. What did she say? You want—
next time, your house. [Laughter] All right?
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Now, I will say, Donna put out some really
good cookies. So—[laughter]—I’m just say-
ing. [Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. All right.
Now, I also want to bring greetings from

somebody you guys know pretty well, a guy
named Joe Biden. Joe is in Iraq as we speak,
and he’s visiting with our brave men and wom-
en in uniform, thanking them for their service.
And part of the reason he’s going now is be-
cause pretty soon, we’ll all get a chance to say
thank you. This holiday season is going to be a
season of homecomings, because by the end of
December, all of our troops are going to be out
of Iraq. They’re going to be back home.

Now, I mention Joe, first of all, because he
loves Scranton. He was born here in Scranton.
He spent his early years here in Scranton. This
town helped make him who he is. This is a
town where he and so many of you grew up
with a faith in an America where hard work
matters, where responsibility matters, where if
you stay true to those things, you can get
ahead. Where no matter who you are, no mat-
ter what you look like, whether you own a fac-
tory or you work on the factory floor, America
is a place where you can make it if you try.

That’s why Joe and I ran for this office. You
are why we spent so much time in this State a
few years ago. Because even then, those
ideas—the idea that’s at the very heart of the
American Dream—felt like it was slipping
away for a lot of people. I—it was wonderful
visiting with Patrick and Donna, and we were
talking about the fact that Patrick’s been—Pat-
rick Festa has been teaching in the school sys-
tem for 25 years now; Donna has been a graph-
ic artist. But they’re still worried about if the
washer-dryer goes out or if they have to do a
car repair. Things are tight. And they’re pretty
lucky that they’ve got a good job, steady jobs.
For a lot of folks, it’s a lot tougher.

And we’ve gone through a difficult decade
for middle class Americans. More good jobs in
manufacturing left our shores over the last de-
cade. More of our prosperity was built on risky
financial deals and homes that a lot of folks
couldn’t afford. And a lot of you watched your

incomes fall or your wages flatline. Meanwhile,
the costs of everything from college to health
care were all going up. And then, after all that,
the financial crisis hit because of the irrespon-
sibility of some on Wall Street. And that made
things a whole lot tougher.

Today, we all know folks who’ve spent
months looking for work. We all know families
making deep sacrifices just to get by. We all
know young people who’ve gone to college,
they’ve taken on a bunch of debt, now they’re
finding that the opportunity that they worked
so hard to find is getting harder and harder to
come by. So there’s a sense of deep frustration
among people who’ve done the right thing, but
don’t see that hard work and that responsibility
pay off. And that’s not the way things are sup-
posed to be, not here in America.

But here today with all of you, I’m thinking
about something that is probably Joe’s favorite
expression. And some of you know Joe’s story.
He went through some tough times when he
was a kid. And his father used to tell him,
“Champ, when you get knocked down, you get
up.” You get up.

And Scranton, we’ve taken some punches
these last few years. But there’s one thing I
know about people here in Scranton, people in
Pennsylvania, and people all across America:
We are tougher than the times. We are Ameri-
ca. We get back up. We fight back. We move
forward. We don’t give up. We get back up.

And even though our economic problems
weren’t caused overnight and so they’re not go-
ing to be solved overnight, even though it’s go-
ing to take a few more years to meet all the
challenges that were decades in the making,
we’re fighting to make things right again.
We’re fighting to make sure that if you are
working hard and you are carrying out your re-
sponsibilities and you’re looking out for your
family, that you can live a good, solid, middle
class life. That is what America is all about.
And we are going to be fighting for that every
day, every week, every month, and every year
that we’re in office.

We want an America where hard work is val-
ued and responsibility is rewarded. We’re
fighting to rebuild an economy that restores
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security for the middle class and renews oppor-
tunity for folks that are trying to get into the
middle class. We’re fighting to build an econo-
my that’s not based on outsourcing and tax
loopholes and risky financial schemes, but one
that’s built to last, one where we invest in
things like education and small businesses, an
economy that’s built on manufacturing and
building things again and selling them all
around the world.

And we’re going to keep fighting to make
our economy stronger and put our friends and
neighbors back to work, to give our young peo-
ple opportunities greater than the opportuni-
ties that we had.

Now, that’s what we’ve been doing for the
last 3 years. But 2 months ago, I sent a particu-
lar piece of legislation to Congress called the
“American Jobs Act.” The—now, this is a jobs
bill that will put more Americans to work, put
more money back into the pockets of working
families. It contains ideas that historically have
been supported by Democrats and Republi-
cans. It’s paid for by asking our wealthiest citi-
zens to pay their fair share. And independent
economists said that it would create up to 2
million jobs and grow the economy by as much
as 2 percent. And that’s what we need right
now.

Now, here’s the problem—there is a prob-
lem. Folks in Washington don’t seem to be get-
ting the message. When this jobs bill came to a
vote, Republicans in the Senate got together,
and they blocked it. They refused to even de-
bate it. Even though polls showed that two-
thirds of Americans of all political stripes sup-
ported the ideas in this bill, not one single Re-
publican stepped up to say this is the right
thing to do. Not one. But here’s the good news,
Scranton. Just like you don’t quit, I don’t quit.
So—[applause]—I don’t quit. So I said, look,
I’m going to do everything that I can do with-
out Congress to get things done.

So let’s just take a look over the past several
weeks. We said, we can’t wait. We just went
ahead and started taking some steps on our
own to give working Americans a leg up in a
tough economy. For homeowners, I an-
nounced a new policy that will help families re-

finance their mortgages and save thousands of
dollars. For all the young people out here, we
reformed our student loan process to make it
easier for more students to pay off their debts
earlier. For our veterans out here—and I see
some veterans in the crowd—we ordered sev-
eral new initiatives to help our returning he-
roes find new jobs and get trained for those
jobs. Because you shouldn’t have to fight for a
job when you come home after fighting for
America. You shouldn’t have to do that.

And in fact, last week, I was able to sign into
law two new tax breaks for businesses that hire
veterans, because nobody out here who is a
veteran should——

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. ——we have to make sure

that they are getting the help that they need.
So—and by the way, I think we’re starting to

get, maybe, to the Republicans a little bit, be-
cause they actually voted for this veterans bill.
I was glad to see that. I was glad that Demo-
crats and Republicans got together with this bi-
partisan legislation.

Now, there’s a lot more to do, though, if
we’re going to get every American back to
work who wants to work and to rebuild an
economy that works for every American, which
is why we’re going to give Congress another
chance to do the right thing with the “Ameri-
can Jobs Act.” We’re going to give them anoth-
er chance to help working families like yours.

Last year, both parties came together to cut
payroll taxes for the typical household by a
thousand dollars. Now, that’s been showing up
in your paychecks each week. You may not be
aware of it, because times are tight. But you ac-
tually got a tax cut of a thousand dollars this
year. Now, I know you hear a lot of folks on ca-
ble TV claiming that I’m this big tax-and-spend
liberal. Next time you hear that, you just re-
mind the people who are saying it that since
I’ve taken office, I’ve cut your taxes.

Your taxes today—the average middle class
family, your taxes today are lower than when I
took office. Just remember that. We have cut
taxes for small businesses not once, not twice,
but 17 times. The average family’s tax burden
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is among the lowest it’s been in the last 60
years.

So the problem is not that we’ve been rais-
ing taxes. We’ve actually been trying to give
families a break during these tough times. But
here’s the thing. That payroll tax cut that we
passed in December of last year, it’s set to ex-
pire at the end of this year, 1 month from now.
If that happens, if Congress doesn’t act to ex-
tend this tax cut, then most of you, the typical
middle class family, is going to see your taxes
go up by a thousand dollars at the worst possi-
ble time.

Audience member. I can’t afford that.
The President. A young lady just said she

can’t afford that. It would be tough for you. It
would also be a massive blow for the economy,
because we’re not fully out of the recession yet.
Don’t take my word for it; this is what every in-
dependent economist says. We can’t let this tax
cut lapse right now.

And that’s why my jobs bill—part of the
“American Jobs Act” was to extend this tax cut
for another year. In fact, it does one better. It
says, let’s expand that tax cut. Instead of a
thousand-dollar tax cut next year, the typical
working family under my plan would get a tax
cut of $1,500. Instead of it coming out of your
paycheck, it would be going into your pocket.
Now, that’s money that you can spend on a
small business right here in Scranton. If you’re
a small-business owner, my jobs bill will cut
your payroll taxes in half. So if you’ve got 50
employees making $50,000 each, you’d get a
tax cut of nearly $80,000. That’s money that
you can then use to hire some more workers
and get this economy moving again. That’s a
good thing.

Now, this really should not be controversial.
A lot of Republicans have agreed with this tax
cut in the past. The Republican leader in the
Senate said it would, quote—I’m quoting
here—it would “put money back—a lot of
money back in the hands of business and in the
hands of individuals.” That’s what he said. An-
other Republican leader said it would help
small-business owners create jobs and help
their employees spend more money, creating
even more jobs. One Republican even called it

a, quote, “conservative approach to help put
our economy back on track.” So what’s the
problem?

The bad news is some of those same Repub-
licans voted no on my jobs bill and those tax
cuts. I don’t know whether it’s just because I
proposed it. I don’t know. They said no to cut-
ting taxes for small-business owners and work-
ing families. One of them said just 2 years ago
that this kind of tax cut would boost job cre-
ation, and now that I’m proposing it, he said
we should let it expire. I mean, what hap-
pened?

Republicans say they’re the party of tax cuts.
That’s what they say. A lot of them have sworn
an oath to never raise taxes on anybody as long
as they live. That doesn’t square with their vote
against these tax cuts.

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. Are they—[laughter]—I

mean, how is it that they can break their oath
when it comes to raising your taxes, but not
break their oath when it comes to raising taxes
for wealthy people? That doesn’t make any
sense. I mean, I hope that they don’t want to
just score political points. I hope that they want
to help the economy.

This cannot be about who wins and loses in
Washington. This is about delivering a win for
the American people. That’s what this is about.
You know, a 1,500-dollar—$1,500, that’s not a
bandaid for middle class families, that’s a big
deal. How many people here could use an ex-
tra $1,500? Yes, I thought so.

So I’ll tell you what, Scranton. They may
have voted no on these tax cuts once. But I’m
already filled with the Christmas spirit. There’s
kind of some chill in the air. [Laughter] I saw
some Christmas decorations at the Festas’. So
I’m in a Christmas spirit. I want to give them
another chance. I want to give them a chance
to redeem themselves. We’re going to give
them another chance.

So as early as Friday, this Friday, in a couple
of days, we’re going to give them a chance to
take a simple vote on these tax cuts. If they
vote no, then the typical family’s taxes will go
up by a thousand dollars next year. If they vote
yes, then the typical family will have an extra
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$1,500 in their pocket. So let’s just be clear: If
they vote no, your taxes go up; vote yes, you get
a tax cut. Which way do you think Congress
should vote?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. They should vote yes. It’s

pretty simple.
Now, if you want to see what this vote will

mean for your bottom line, we have this spiffy
new tax calculator on our Internet site, white-
house.gov. So you can go on there, and you can
punch in your numbers and figure out what it
would mean to your family. But this is real
money that would go into the economy at a
time it needs it.

Now, I really do think your voices are al-
ready getting through, because some of the
folks in Congress are starting to say, well, may-
be we’re open to this thing. Maybe we’ll be
open to these tax cuts. And that’s good news.
But I want to make sure that we do this re-
sponsibly. So what I’ve said is, to pay for this
tax cut, we need to ask wealthy Americans to
pay their fair share. Right?

We’re asking—[applause]—what we’ve said
is, let’s ask the folks who’ve seen their incomes
rise fastest, who’ve gotten bigger tax breaks un-
der Bush, let’s ask them to help out a little bit,
because they made it better through the reces-
sion than most of us. Let’s ask them to contrib-
ute a little bit more to get the economy going
again.

And I just want to point out, I’ve done pretty
well over these last few years. So I’ve said, let
me pay a little bit more. I promise you, I can
afford it. [Laughter] I really can. We’re asking
people like me to sacrifice just a little bit so
that you guys have a little bit of a leg up.

And by the way, let me say this. When you
talk to most folks who are making a million dol-
lars a year, they are willing to do more if
they’re asked. Warren Buffett’s a good exam-
ple. They’re willing to do more if they’re asked.

I—now, I mean, I don’t want to exaggerate.
It’s not like they’re volunteering, you
know. [Laughter] But if they’re asked, if they
feel like it’s going to help middle class families,
help grow the economy, help to reduce the
deficit, they’re willing to help. I can’t tell you

how many well-to-do folks I meet who say,
look, America gave me a chance to succeed.
Somewhere along the line, somebody gave me
a good education. Somewhere along the line,
somebody gave me a college scholarship.
Somewhere along the line, somebody built the
information and transportation networks that
have helped my business grow. Somewhere
along the line, somebody gave me a shot. And
so now it’s my turn to do the next generation
that same good thing. I’ve got to give some-
thing back to them as well.

Because, Scranton, I—this is something ev-
erybody in this audience understands. When
you think about the history of Scranton and the
immigrants who came here and worked hard,
each successive generation doing a little bit
better, you guys know that what America is
about is that we’re all in this together, that
each of us has to do our own individual part,
but we also have to be looking out for one an-
other.

And that’s the very simple choice that’s fac-
ing Congress right now: Are you going to cut
taxes for the middle class and those who are
trying to get into the middle class, or are you
going to protect massive tax breaks for million-
aires and billionaires, many of whom don’t
even want those tax breaks? Are you going to
ask a few hundred thousand people who have
done very, very well to do their fair share, or
are you going to raise taxes for hundreds of
millions of people across the country—160
million Americans? Are you willing to fight as
hard for middle class families as you do for
those who are most fortunate? What’s it going
to be?

That’s the choice in front of Congress. And I
hope Members of Congress think hard about
this, because their actions lately don’t reflect
who we are as a people. What does it say about
our priorities when we’d rather protect a few
really well-to-do people than fight for the jobs
of teachers and firefighters? What does it say
when we—about our values when we’d rather
fight for corporate tax breaks than put con-
struction workers back on the job rebuilding
our roads and our bridges and our schools?
What does it say about us if we’re willing to cut
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taxes for the people who don’t need them and
raise them on folks who do need a tax break?

We are better than that. America is better
than that. We celebrate individual achieve-
ment, we expect everybody to work hard, but
we don’t believe in every person for them-
selves; we believe that out of many, we come
together as one. We’re a people who reach for
our own success, but we also reach back for the
people—to bring somebody up, reach back to
help others earn their own success as well. And
we believe that if the folks at the bottom and
the folks in the middle succeed, then American
succeeds, and the folks at the top succeed as
well.

The decisions we make today are going to
determine whether or not our kids grow up in
a country where those values still thrive. And,
Scranton, I don’t know about you, but I want
our kids to grow up—I want Malia and Sasha
and all your kids, I want them to come into a
country that is built on those big, generous val-
ues, those—an America that reflects the values
that we inherited from our parents and our
grandparents.

So if you agree with me, I need you to tell
Congress where your priorities lie. Members
of Congress, they work for you. Scranton,
you’ve got a great Senator in Senator Casey. I
love Senator Casey.

So I want you to know, Casey’s already on the
program. But to everybody who is here, every-
body who is watching, send your Senate a mes-
sage—send your Senators a message. Tell them,
“Don’t be a grinch.” [Laughter] Don’t be a grin-

ch. Don’t vote to raise taxes on working Ameri-
cans during the holidays. Make sure to renew
unemployment insurance during the holidays.
Stop saying no to steps that would make our
economy stronger. Put our country before par-
ty. Put money back into the pockets of working
Americans. Do your job. Pass this bill.

Scranton, the American people are with us
on this. It is time for folks to stop running
around spending all their time talking about
what’s wrong with America. Spend some time,
roll up your sleeves, and help us rebuild Amer-
ica. That’s what we need to do.

There is nothing wrong with this country
that we can’t fix. We’re Americans, and our
story has never been about things coming easy
to us. That’s not what Scranton’s been about.
That’s not what Pennsylvania, that’s not what
America is about. It’s been about rising to the
moment and meeting the moment when things
are hard. It’s about doing what’s right. So let’s
do what’s right. Let’s prove that the best days
of America are still ahead of us.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Eric Schaeffer, princi-
pal, Scranton High School; Bridget Festa,
daughter, and Patrick Festa, son, of Scranton,
PA, residents Donna and Patrick Festa; Sen.
Orrin G. Hatch; and Warren E. Buffett, chief
executive officer and chairman, Berkshire Ha-
thaway Inc.

Joint Statement by the United States and the Republic of Iraq Higher Coor-
dinating Committee
November 30, 2011

The United States of America and the Re-
public of Iraq are committed to forging a
strong partnership based on mutual interests
that will continue to grow for years to come.
Our two nations are entering a new phase in
our relationship. We have a historic opportuni-
ty to strengthen our ties beyond security and
build a multi-faceted relationship through

trade, education, culture, law enforcement, en-
vironment, energy, and other important areas. 

Three years ago, our nations signed the Stra-
tegic Framework Agreement (SFA), affirming
both sides’ desire to establish long-term bonds
of cooperation and friendship. The SFA is a
lasting agreement, and one that serves as the
foundation on which we are building a durable
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