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to be very important for us to continue to coor-
dinate effectively to promote jobs and growth,
trade and investment throughout the Asia-Pa-
cific region, which has a huge impact in the
world.

So I want to welcome the Prime Minister
and look forward to a good conversation.

Prime Minister Noda. President Obama, I
would like to, first of all, again congratulate you
on your reelection to your second term.

I welcome the U.S. policy to place impor-
tance on the Asia-Pacific region. Basing on the
shared vision that we announced in April, I
would like to further cooperate and work in or-

der to generate synergy effects between the
policies of Japan and the United States.

With the increasing severity of the security
environment in East Asia, the importance of
the Japan-U.S. alliance is increasing evermore
further. I would like to proceed with concrete
cooperation to develop our alliance, and I hope
to discuss this with you today.

President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. at
the Peace Palace. Prime Minister Noda spoke
in Japanese, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Premier Wen Jiabao of China in Phnom
Penh
November 20, 2012

President Obama. Well, it’s good to see Pre-
mier Wen again. We last met at the East Asia
Summit in Bali a year ago.

It’s very important that we use multilateral
meetings like the EAS to discuss shared re-
gional and global challenges, and I’m commit-
ted to working with China, and I’m committed
to working with Asia. It’s important that our
two countries cooperate to build a more secure
and prosperous future for the Asia-Pacific re-
gion and for the world.

Premier Wen and I have also worked very
closely together on our bilateral and global
economic problems. And as the two largest
economies in the world, we have a special re-
sponsibility to lead the way in ensuring sus-
tained and balanced growth, not only here in
Asia, but globally.

I very much believe that the cooperative and
constructive approach that we’ve taken to our
bilateral relations is good for both our countries
and the world. And it is very important that as
two of the largest economies in the world, that
we work to establish clear rules of the road in-
ternationally for trade and investment, which
can increase prosperity and global growth.

So I very much appreciate Premier Wen’s
engagement with the United States on these is-
sues. I’m sure this will be another honest and

constructive conversation and will help to con-
tinue the process of strengthening the relation-
ship between China and the United States.

Premier Wen. Mr. President, it is a great
pleasure to see you again. This is our fifth
meeting.

Let me use this opportunity to first, once
again, extend my congratulations to you, Mr.
President, on your reelection, and I also wish
to convey the best regards from President Hu
Jintao and the newly elected General Secretary
Xi Jinping to you.

Mr. President, you have set out your vision
on many occasions that you want to lead the
United States to address various challenges
more effectively, in particular to revitalize the
economy, to create more jobs, and to enhance
international security and cooperation. I wish
you all the best. 

You and I share the view, Mr. President,
that China-U.S. relationship is one of the most
important bilateral relationships in the world.
The long-term sound and steady growth of
China-U.S. relations serves the fundamental
interests of both countries. It is also important
for peace, stability, and prosperity in the Asia-
Pacific and the world. 

I hope our meeting today will send out such
a positive message to the world: a positive mes-
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sage that both countries will remain committed
to pursuing a cooperative partnership between
the two sides based on mutual respect and mu-
tual benefit. Our two sides will continue to
work together to strengthen and enhance our
dialogue mechanisms, including the strategic
and economic dialogues, the strategic security
dialogue, and the high-level consultation on
people-to-people exchange.

We will enhance our business cooperation
and engage in large-scale cooperation in econ-
omy and finance to use it as a means to tackle
the difficulties we have and resolve the differ-
ences and disagreements between us. Our two

countries will enhance exchange and consulta-
tion on regional and international affairs, in
particular to enhance our cooperation in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Well, I believe we have a common will on all
those important issues. I look forward to an
honest discussion with you today, Mr. Presi-
dent.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. at
the Peace Palace. In his remarks, Premier Wen
referred to Vice President Xi Jinping of China.
Premier Wen spoke in Chinese, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. 

Statement on the Death of Former Senator Warren B. Rudman
November 20, 2012

With the passing of Warren Rudman, the
United States has lost a decorated war veteran
and one of our country’s great public servants.
Over almost 20 years representing the people
of New Hampshire, first as attorney general
and then in the Senate, Warren was the em-
bodiment of Yankee sensibility and New Eng-
land independence. As an early advocate for fis-

cal responsibility, he worked with Republicans
and Democrats alike to call attention to our Na-
tion’s growing deficit. And as we work together
to address the fiscal challenges of our time,
leaders on both sides of the aisle would be well
served to follow Warren’s example of common-
sense bipartisanship. Michelle and I send our
thoughts and prayers to the Rudman family.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony
November 21, 2012

Well, good afternoon, everybody.

[At this point, the turkey gobbled.]

[Laughter] They say that life is all about sec-
ond chances. And this November, I could not
agree more. [Laughter] So in the spirit of the
season, I have one more gift to give, and it goes
to a pair of turkeys named Cobbler and Gob-
bler. The American people have spoken, and
these birds are moving forward.

[The turkey gobbled.]

I love this bird. [Laughter]
Now, I joke, but for the first time in our his-

tory, the winners of the White House turkey
pardon were chosen through a highly competi-
tive online vote. And once again, Nate Silver

completely nailed it. [Laughter] The guy is
amazing. He predicted these guys would win.

I want to thank everyone who participated
in this election. Because of your votes, the only
cobbler anyone’s eating this Thanksgiving will
come with a side of ice cream. And for that,
our winning turkey can thank his stellar cam-
paign team led by Steve Willardsen, who is the
chairman of the National Turkey Foundation
and raised this beautiful bird at Miller Farm in
Harrisonburg, Virginia. So here’s Steve.

And as always, if for some reason Cobbler
cannot fulfill his duties as the Official White
House Turkey, Gobbler will be waiting in the
wings.

From here, these two—[laughter]—from
here these two lucky birds will be swept up in a
whirlwind of fame and fortune that will
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