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compliance with the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the then-Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (now Serbia), while
maintaining a safe and secure environment. To-
day, KFOR deters renewed hostilities in coop-
eration with local authorities, bilateral partners,
and international institutions. The principal
military tasks of KFOR forces are to help main-
tain a safe and secure environment and to en-
sure freedom of movement throughout Kosovo.

Currently, 22 NATO Allies contribute to
KFOR. Eight non-NATO countries also partic-
ipate. The United States contribution to
KFOR is approximately 760 U.S. military per-
sonnel out of the total strength of approximate-
ly 5,989 personnel, which includes a temporar-
ily deployed operational reserve force.

REGIONAL SECURITY OPERATIONS

As noted in my report of September 14, on
September 12 a security force deployed to Lib-
ya to support the security of U.S. personnel in
Libya. Further, on September 13, an addition-
al security force arrived in Yemen in response

to security threats there. These forces will re-
main in place until the security situation no
longer requires them.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief (including the authori-
ty to carry out Public Law 107–40 and other
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well as my
constitutional and statutory authority to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year
2013 Budget Request
December 14, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional authority and as
contemplated by section 446 of the District of
Columbia Self-Government and Governmental
Reorganization Act as amended in 1989, I am
transmitting the District of Columbia’s fiscal year
(FY) 2013 Budget and Financial Plan. This trans-
mittal does not represent an endorsement of the
contents of the D.C. government’s requests.

The proposed FY 2013 Budget and Finan-
cial Plan reflects the major programmatic ob-

jectives of the Mayor and the Council of the
District of Columbia. For FY 2013, the District
estimates total revenues and expenditures of
$11.4 billion.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 14, 2012.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

The President’s Weekly Address
December 15, 2012

On Friday, we learned that more than two
dozen people were killed when a gunman
opened fire in an elementary school in New-

town, Connecticut. Most of those who died
were just young children with their whole lives
ahead of them. And every parent in America
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