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The President’s Weekly Address
December 22, 2012

The President. Hi, everybody. This week-
end, as you gather with family and friends, Mi-
chelle and I wanted to wish you a merry
Christmas and a happy holidays.

The First Lady. We both love this time of
year. And there’s nothing quite like celebrating
the holidays at the White House. It’s an incred-
ible experience and one that we try to share
with as many folks as possible.

This month, more than 90,000 people will
come through the White House to see the hol-
iday decorations. And our theme for this year’s
holiday season was “Joy to All,” a reminder to
appreciate the many joys of the holidays: the
joy of giving, the joy of service, and of course,
the joy of homecomings.

The President. That’s right. This weekend,
parents are picking up their kids from college
and making room for all the laundry they bring
with them. Children are counting down the
hours until the grandparents arrive. And un-
cles, aunts, and cousins are making their way to
join the family and share in the holiday spirit.

The First Lady. That’s what makes this sea-
son so special, getting to spend time with the
people we love most.

The President. And this year, that’s especial-
ly true for some of our military families. You
see, the war in Iraq is over, the transition in Af-
ghanistan is underway, and after a decade of
war, our heroes are coming home. All across
America, military families are reuniting.

So this week, let’s give thanks for our veter-
ans and their families. And let’s say a prayer for
all our troops, especially those in Afghanistan,
who are spending this holiday season overseas,
risking their lives to defend the freedoms that
we hold so dear.

The First Lady. And remember, when our
men and women in uniform answer the call to
serve, their families serve right along with
them. All across the country, military spouses
have been raising their families all alone during
those long deployments. And let’s not forget
about our military kids, moving from base to

base and school to school every few years and
stepping up to help out at home when mom or
dad is away.

Our military families sacrifice so much on
our behalf, and Barack and I believe that we
should serve them as well as they serve this
country. That’s why Dr. Jill Biden and I started
Joining Forces, an effort to rally all Americans
to honor and support our veterans and military
families. Just go to joiningforces.gov to find out
how you can show your gratitude for their ser-
vice.

The President. Because that’s what this sea-
son is all about. For my family and millions of
Americans, it’s a time to celebrate the birth of
Christ, to reflect on His life and learn from His
example. Every year, we commit to love one
another, to give of ourselves, to be our broth-
er’s keeper, to be our sister’s keeper. But those
ideas are not just part of our faith, they’re part
of all faiths. And they unite us as Americans.

The First Lady. In this country, we take care
of each other. And in this season of giving, it’s
inspiring to see so many people all across
America taking the time to help those most in
need.

The President. That’s part of what makes us
such a compassionate nation. And this year, I
know many of you are extending that kindness
to the families who are still picking up the piec-
es from Hurricane Sandy and extending your
prayers to the people of Newtown, Connecticut.

The First Lady. So thank you for all that
you’ve done this year on behalf of your fellow
Americans.

The President. And on behalf of my favorite
Americans—Michelle, Malia, Sasha, and Bo—
merry Christmas, everybody.

The First Lady. Happy holidays.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:35 p.m on December 14 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
December 22. In the address, the President
referred to Jill T. Biden, wife of Vice President
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Joe Biden. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Decem-

ber 21, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on December 22.

Remarks at Marine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii
December 25, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody! Well, it is
wonderful to see all of you. First of all, we want
to say merry Christmas to everybody.

Audience members. Merry Christmas!
The President. This looks like it was a nice

rather than naughty crowd—[laughter]—so
I’m sure Santa treated you well.

On behalf of Michelle and myself and our
whole family, we do this every year. This is
where I was born, and so we come back for the
holidays. But one of our favorite things is al-
ways coming to the base on Christmas Day and
having a chance just to meet you, those of you
who have families here, and to say thank you
for the extraordinary work and service that you
guys do each and every day.

Obviously, the greatest honor I have as Pres-
ident is being Commander in Chief. And the
reason it’s an honor is because not only do we
have the finest military in the world, but we al-
so have the finest fighting men and women in
the world. And so many of you make sacrifices
day in, day out on behalf of our freedom, on
behalf of our security.

And not only do those in uniform make sac-
rifices, but I think everybody here understands
the sacrifices that families make each and ev-
ery day as well. And Michelle, working with
Dr. Jill Biden, has done a lot of work to focus
attention on our military families to make sure
that you get the support that you have earned
and that you deserve.

So I’m not going to make a long speech. Ob-
viously, we’re still in a wartime footing. There
are still folks, as we speak, who are overseas,
especially in Afghanistan, risking their lives
each and every day. Some of you may have
loved ones who are deployed there. Some of

you may be about to be deployed there. And so
we know that it’s not easy. But what we also
want you to know is that you have the entire
country behind you and that all of us under-
stand that we would be nowhere without the
extraordinary service that you guys provide.

And so we want to say thank you, we love
you. And with that, what we’re going to do is
we’re going to slip back here. Last couple of
years, we went from table to table, but we kept
on missing tables, and some folks didn’t get
pictures. So this time, we’re going to do it in a
slightly more organized fashion. So the people
who want to take a picture, we’re going to be
standing right here next to a tree. You guys will
be able to come up. You can take your time,
those of you who are still finishing your meals.

The only thing we’d ask, I think, is when
we’re taking the photos—people will get cop-
ies of this stuff, so I know everybody these days
has a phone all the time. But we have a White
House photographer who’s pretty good.
[Laughter] He knows what he’s doing. And
we’ll make sure that the photographs come
back through the General—through your com-
manding officer, so that everybody who is here
today will be able to get a copy.

All right, thank you very much, everybody.
And have a great New Year as well. Happy
New Year!

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:17 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Jill T. Biden, wife of
Vice President Joe Biden; Chief Official White
House Photographer Peter Souza; and Col.
Brian P. Annichiarico, USMC, commanding
officer, Marine Corps Base Hawaii.
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