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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the War Powers Resolution Report for
Chad
December 29, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Due to the deteriorating security situation in
the Central African Republic and the potential
threat to U.S. citizens, U.S. embassy personnel
and several private U.S. citizens were evacuat-
ed from Bangui, Central African Republic on
December 27, 2012. In addition, at approxi-
mately 5:20 p.m. Eastern Standard Time on
December 27, a stand-by response and evacua-
tion force of approximately 50 U.S. military
personnel from U.S. Africa Command de-
ployed to Chad to support the evacuation of
U.S. embassy personnel and U.S. citizens from
the Central African Republic. Although
equipped for combat, this stand-by security
force was deployed solely for the purpose of
protecting U.S. citizens and property, if neces-
sary, until the U.S. embassy personnel and pri-
vate U.S. citizens have been safely evacuated
from the Central African Republic.

This action has been directed consistent
with my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens
both at home and abroad, and in furtherance
of U.S. national security and foreign policy in-
terests, pursuant to my constitutional authority
to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public
Law 93–148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in this action.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

Remarks on the National Economy
December 31, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody! Thank you.
Please, everybody, have a seat. Well, good af-
ternoon, everybody.

Audience members. Good afternoon!
The President. Welcome to the White House.
Audience members. Thank you!
Audience member. Thank you for having us.

[Laughter]
The President. Now, I realize that the last

thing you want to hear on New Year’s Eve is
another speech from me. But I do need to talk
about the progress that’s being made in Con-
gress today.

For the last few days, leaders in both parties
have been working toward an agreement that
will prevent a middle class tax hike from hitting
98 percent of all Americans, starting tomorrow.
Preventing that tax hike has been my top prior-
ity, because the last thing folks like the folks up

here on this stage can afford right now is to pay
an extra $2,000 in taxes next year. Middle class
families can’t afford it. Businesses can’t afford
it. Our economy can’t afford it.

Now, today it appears that an agreement to
prevent this New Year’s tax hike is within sight,
but it’s not done. There are still issues left to
resolve, but we’re hopeful that Congress can
get it done. But it’s not done.

And so part of the reason that I wanted to
speak to all of you here today is to make sure
that we emphasize to Congress and that mem-
bers of both parties understand that all across
America, this is a pressing concern on people’s
minds.

Now, the potential agreement that’s being
talked about would not only make sure that
taxes don’t go up on middle class families, it al-
so would extend tax credits for families with
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