
19 

STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE ø20.1¿ 

when a Senator shall be called to order he shall take his 
seat, and may not proceed without leave of the Senate, 
which, if granted, shall be upon motion that he be allowed 
to proceed in order, which motion shall be determined with-
out debate. Any Senator directed by the Presiding Officer 
to take his seat, and any Senator requesting the Presiding 
Officer to require a Senator to take his seat, may appeal 
from the ruling of the Chair, which appeal shall be open 
to debate. 

19.5 5. If a Senator be called to order for words spoken in 
debate, upon the demand of the Senator or of any other 
Senator, the exceptionable words shall be taken down in 
writing, and read at the table for the information of the 
Senate. 

19.6 6. Whenever confusion arises in the Chamber or the gal-
leries, or demonstrations of approval or disapproval are in-
dulged in by the occupants of the galleries, it shall be the 
duty of the Chair to enforce order on his own initiative 
and without any point of order being made by a Senator. 

19.7 7. No Senator shall introduce to or bring to the attention 
of the Senate during its sessions any occupant in the gal-
leries of the Senate. No motion to suspend this rule shall 
be in order, nor may the Presiding Officer entertain any 
request to suspend it by unanimous consent. 

19.8 8. Former Presidents of the United States shall be enti-
tled to address the Senate upon appropriate notice to the 
Presiding Officer who shall thereupon make the necessary 
arrangements. 

20 RULE XX 

QUESTIONS OF ORDER 

20.1 1. A question of order may be raised at any stage of 
the proceedings, except when the Senate is voting or 
ascertaining the presence of a quorum, and, unless sub-
mitted to the Senate, shall be decided by the Presiding 
Officer without debate, subject to an appeal to the Senate. 
When an appeal is taken, any subsequent question of order 
which may arise before the decision of such appeal shall 
be decided by the Presiding Officer without debate; and 
every appeal therefrom shall be decided at once, and with-
out debate; and any appeal may be laid on the table with-
out prejudice to the pending proposition, and thereupon 
shall be held as affirming the decision of the Presiding Offi-
cer. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 12:06 Dec 02, 2011 Jkt 064200 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 0868 Sfmt 0868 C:\DOCS\64200.TXT DPROCT



20 

STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE ø20.2¿ 

5 As amended by S. Res. 28, 99–2, Feb. 27, 1986. 

20.2 2. The Presiding Officer may submit any question of 
order for the decision of the Senate. 

21 RULE XXI 

SESSION WITH CLOSED DOORS 

21.1 1. On a motion made and seconded to close the doors 
of the Senate, on the discussion of any business which may, 
in the opinion of a Senator, require secrecy, the Presiding 
Officer shall direct the galleries to be cleared; and during 
the discussion of such motion the doors shall remain closed. 

21.2 2. When the Senate meets in closed session, any applica-
ble provisions of rules XXIX and XXXI, including the con-
fidentiality of information shall apply to any information 
and to the conduct of any debate transacted. 

22 RULE XXII 

PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS 

22.1 1. When a question is pending, no motion shall be re-
ceived but— 

To adjourn. 
To adjourn to a day certain, or that when the Sen-

ate adjourn it shall be to a day certain. 
To take a recess. 
To proceed to the consideration of executive busi-

ness. 
To lay on the table. 
To postpone indefinitely. 
To postpone to a day certain. 
To commit. 
To amend. 

Which several motions shall have precedence as they 
stand arranged; and the motions relating to adjournment, 
to take a recess, to proceed to the consideration of execu-
tive business, to lay on the table, shall be decided without 
debate. 

22.2 2.5 Notwithstanding the provisions of rule II or rule IV 
or any other rule of the Senate, at any time a motion signed 
by sixteen Senators, to bring to a close the debate upon 
any measure, motion, other matter pending before the Sen-
ate, or the unfinished business, is presented to the Senate, 
the Presiding Officer, or clerk at the direction of the Pre-
siding Officer, shall at once state the motion to the Senate, 
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