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National Farm Safety Week, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America .» 
A Proclamation - ••, 

Our remarkable agricultural system has enabled our Nation to make great 
strides in efforts to conquer hunger and to meet the food and fiber needs of 
our people as well as countless others around the worid. But we cannot 
afford to let up in the battle against accidental injuries and illnesses that 
take an unduly high toll of those whose toil is responsible for this abun­
dance. 

Each year, many thousands of farm and ranch residents and workers are 
seriously or fatally injured at work, in the home, during recreation, and in 
traffic accidents. 

Although much has been accomplished over the years to make farm life 
safer and healthier, much more remains to be done. Everyone in the agricul­
tural community should make renewed efforts to be informed about poten­
tial hazards and take steps to minimize those dangers. This includes the 
conscientious use of mechanical safeguards like protective equipment and 
safety belts. I commend our farm equipment manufacturers for their empha­
sis on building safeguards into their equipment and warning of possible 
hazards in operational misuse, but there is no substitute for vigilance and 
common sense in using equipment. Awareness, on the job and off, is the 
surest way to avert mishaps and tragedies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of September 21 through Septem­
ber 27, 1986, as National Farm Safety Week. I urge all those who live and 
work on farms or ranches to take necessary precautions to protect their 
safety and health—on the job and off. I also urge leaders in the agricultural 
community to bolster safety and health efforts in your area by example and 
by educational programs. I encourage all Americans to participate in appro­
priate events and activities in observance of National Farm Safety Week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5490 of May 22, 1986 

Prayer for Peace 
Memorial Day, 1986 a-w. .̂ , »̂  x a? .f..». .a 

By the President of the United States of America %f.^ ? t -nl i iFIir--lf:-l4 
A Proclamation 

Memorial Day is an occasion of special importance to all Americans, be­
cause it is a day sacred to the memory of all those Americans who made 
the supreme sacrifice for the liberties we enjoy. We will never forget or fail 
to honor these heroes to whom we owe so much. We honor them best when 
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we resolve to cherish and defend the liberties for which they gave their 
lives. Let us resolve to do all in our power to assure the survival and the 
success of liberty so that our children and their children for generations to 
come can live in an America in which freedom's light continues to shine. 

The Congress, in establishing Memorial Day, called for it to be a day of 
tribute to America's fallen, and also a day of national prayer for lasting 
peace. This Nation has always sought true peace. We seek it still. Our goal 
is peace in which the highest aspirations of our people, and people every­
where, are secure: peace with freedom, with justice, and with opportunity 
for human development. This is the permanent peace for which we pray, 
not only for ourselves but for all generations. 

The defense of peace, like the defense of liberty, requires more than lip 
service. It requires vigilance, military strength, and the willingness to take 
risks and to make sacrifices. The surest guarantor of both peace and liberty 
is our unflinching resolve to defend that which has been purchased for us 
by our fallen heroes. 

On Memorial Day, let us pray for peace—not only for ourselves, but for all 
those who seek freedom and justice. 

In recognition of those brave Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the 
Congress, by joint resolution approved May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has re­
quested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the 
United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for perma­
nent peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the 
United States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 1986, as 
a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in 
each locality at 11:00 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite 
in prayer. I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media 
to cooperate in this observance. 

I also direct all appropriate Federal officials, and request the Governors of 
the United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropri­
ate officials of all units of government, to direct that the flag be flown at 
half-staff during this Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States and in all areas under its jurisdiction 
and control, and I request the people of the United States to display the 
flag at half-staff from their homes for the customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5491 of May 22, 1986 '• ' ' 

National Birds of Prey Month, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America ,-• \-
A Proclamation 
The skies of our United States are host to hundreds of species of birds, but 
among the most awe-inspiring and magnificent are the more than fifty spe-
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