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creased awareness of the disease, improved diagnostic methods, and more
effective therapy. As a result of advances from biomedical research, posi-
tive findings have emerged from such diverse projects as studies on defects
in the immune system; research on genetic and environmental factors influ-
encing the disease and its complications; studies aimed at developing im-
proved treatment, including new drugs and techniques; and research in epi-
demiology and data systems.

In order for us to take advantage of the knowledge already gained, public
awareness of the symptoms and treatment of lupus—and of the need for
continuing scientific research—remains essential. The Federal government
and private voluntary organizations have developed a strong and enduring
partnership committed to research on lupus. Working together, our objec-
tive must be to uncover the cause and find a cure for this devastating dis-
ease,

The Congress, by Public Law 99-365, has designated the month of October
1986 as “Lupus Awareness Month"” and authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this event,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1986 as Lupus
Awareness Month, I urge the people of the United States and educational,
philanthropic, scientific, medical, and health care organizations and profes-
sionals to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN
Proclamation 5524 of September 10, 1986

National Employ the Handicapped Week, 1986

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During the past decade, our Nation has seen increased awareness of the
capabilities of workers with disabilities. We have demonstrated a greater
commitment to the principle of equal employment opportunity for all Ameri-
cans.

This awareness has led to actions by people with disabilities, by business,
by organized labor, and by government at all levels to encourage the full
integration of workers with disabilities into the American work force.

This cooperative and unified action has enabled people with disabilities to
forge ahead—as leaders, as employers and employees, as team members,
as vital members of American society. Medical and technological develop-
ments, coupled with new awareness of the capabilities of people with dis-
abilities, can lead to greater and more fruitful participation of all Ameri-
cans in our work force.

The first full week in October of each year is National Employ the Handi-
capped Week. During these seven days, we emphasize our recognition of
the changing roles of people with disabilities in America today. Their aspi-
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rations and demonstrated ability to meet challenges and make the most of
opportunities have resulted in changing the way the Nation thinks about
handicaps and disabilities. Let us recognize through our actions, as well as
our words, that people with disabilities are first of all our fellow citizens,
who happen to be disabled.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved August 11, 1945, as amended
(36 U.S5.C. 155), has called for the designation of the first full week in Octo-
ber of each year as "National Employ the Handicapped Week." This spe-
cial week is a time for all Americans to join together to renew their dedica-
tion to meeting the goal of full opportunities for disabled citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 5, 1986, as Na-
tional Employ the Handicapped Week. I urge all governors, mayors, other
public officials, leaders in business and labor, and private citizens to help
meet the challenge of insuring equal employment opportunities and full citi-
zenship rights and privileges for people with disabilities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5525 of September 15, 1986
National Infection Control Week, 1986 and 1987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Nosocomial (hospital-associated) infections directly cause more than
twenty thousand deaths annually. They contribute indirectly to an addition-
al sixty thousand deaths every year. Approximately one-third of all such
infections, according to public health experts, are preventable. While doc-
tors have long been aware of this problem in hospitals, there is new and
growing concern about the spread of infection in day care centers. There is
no way of reckoning the human cost of these infectious diseases. But we do
know that the days lost from school and work as a result of these diseases
and the cost of treating them create a great financial burden for the Ameri-
can public.

Scientific evidence has shown that improved health practices, such as
proper hand-washing in health care and educational facilities, can signifi-
cantly reduce the spread of infections, especially staphylococcal infections,
which are a threal to hospital patients, and meningitis and diarrheal dis-
eases, which can be contracted in day care centers that neglect proper hy-
gienic practices.

Public Health Service investigators are continuing vital research. They are
optimistic that new discoveries will lead to the development of improved
techniques for diagnosing, treating, and preventing the spread of infectious
diseases.

To focus public and professional attention on the seriousness of nosocomial
and other infectious diseases, the Congress, by Public Law 99-373, has au-
thorized and requested the President to designate a calendar week in 1986
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