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Inoculation against infectious diseases is a major factor in preventive 
health care. The Surgeon General of the United States has repeatedly called 
on our Nation to prevent the massive costs associated with health care 
through programs of health promotion and disease prevention. Many stud
ies by the United States Public Health Service confirm the soundness of 
this directive. Inoculation with vaccines approved as safe and effective by 
the United States Food and Drug Administration, and readily available to 
the public, could save the lives of tens of thousands of American adults this 
year. 

In recognition of the importance of adult immunization and the benefits that 
can flow from heightened public awareness, the Congress, by Public Law 
99-528, has designated the week of October 26 through November 1, 1986, 
as "National Adult Immunization Awareness Week" and authorized and re
quested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this occa
sion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 26 through November 
1, 1986, as National Adult Immunization Awareness Week. I call upon all 
government agencies and the people of the United States to observe this 
week with appropriate activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

. -^;^iu=-;.jM RONALD REAGAN 
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Crack/Cocaine Awareness Month, 1986 Vi 
> . 'K 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Cocaine poses a serious threat to our Nation. Long masquerading as glam
orous and relatively harmless, cocaine has revealed its own deadly truth— 
cocaine is a killer. It can cause seizures, heart attacks, and strokes. It is 
indifferent in its destruction, striking regular users and initiates alike. The 
tragic deaths this past summer of two promising young athletes force us to 
recognize the terrible price this deadly drug exacts. 

The tragedy of ruined lives and lost opportunities for personal growth and 
productivity cannot be adequately measured in dollars. It is too heavy a 
price for our citizens and for our Nation. As the consequences of cocaine 
use have been revealed, public awareness of the cocaine problem has in
creased. Yet many individuals continue to use cocaine, whether out of igno
rance or unwillingness to believe its high risk. More than 22 million Ameri
cans have tried the drug at some time, and 5.8 million are current users. 

Despite the best efforts by law enforcement officials, cocaine continues to 
come into our country at alarming levels, supplied by ruthless criminals 
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' who draw their power from pubUc acquiescence. Bigger supphes and lower 
' prices have put cocaine in the hands of people who were never before 

tempted to use it. 

7 Today an even more devastating form of cocaine—"crack"—has appeared. 
Crack is smoked, producing immediate effects in the user. It is relatively 
inexpensive, but is so powerfully addictive that the user, even a first-time 
user, feels an overwhelming compulsion for more. Crack is used by people 
of all ages. Tragically, it is sold to and used by even 11- and 12-year-olds. 
To mothers and fathers, boys and girls at this age are children. To a co-

! caine dealer, they are just another market. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-481, has designated October 1986 as 
"Crack/Cocaine Awareness Month" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of that occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1986 as Crack/Co-

r, caine Awareness Month. I call on each American to seek every opportunity 
; to educate yourself and others about cocaine and to be unyielding in your 
,, intolerance of cocaine users and inflexible in yoiu- commitment to a drug-

free America. ut,, 

V IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
-; of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of 
f. the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 

eleventh. 

y.-i....; :.ifi'\' RONALD REAGAN 
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National Child Identification and Safety Information Day, 
1986 

By the President of the United States of America '^ ' '> 
A Proclamation 

The American people are becoming increasingly aware of the incidence of 
abduction and exploitation of the children of the United States. In order to 
combat this threat, many private organizations and their dedicated volun
teers have established programs to teach safety measures to children. 

All across our country, in towns, cities, and rural areas alike, corporations, 
civic associations, church groups, and individual citizens are working to
gether to strengthen the American family. Too often, we neglect to warn 
and protect these families from the most devastating blow they can suffer, 
the discovery that a child is missing. Many communities have neighborhood 
watch programs to help guard their possessions from theft. Should we do 
anything less for our children? Protecting the lives of these innocents is a 
community-wide responsibility. As part of this effort, many parents have 
established fingerprint and other identification records that will aid in lo
cating their children should the unthinkable ever happen. 
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