PROCLAMATION 5589—DEC. 10, 1986 101 STAT. 2053

the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5589 of December 10, 1986

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights
Week, 1986

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On December 15, 1791, our young Nation celebrated the ratification of the
Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the Constitution of the United
States, which gave legal form to the great principles our Founding Fathers
had set forth in the Declaration of Independence less than a generation ear-
lier. As we celebrate that occasion some 195 years later, it is well to recall
those principles, which endure today as they have for nearly two centuries.
They endure because they rest on a simple but profound truth, that each of
us is created with equal moral dignity, that every individual is endowed by
nature and nature’s God with inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness, On this foundation of individual rights and self-govern-
ment our Founding Fathers created a great Nation, setting it on the course
of liberty that continues to this day.

As we look around the world, however, we see a very different history.
Some nations, to be sure, have followed a course similar to our own and
today enjoy the liberty that we Americans have long cherished. But others
have never known genuine liberty, while still others, especially in our own
century, have lost the liberty they once enjoyed.

Thirty-eight years ago, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. Yet many of the govern-
ments that voted for that Declaration are flagrantly ignoring the principles
they affirmed on that momentous occasion. The Soviet Union continues its
repression of Catholics in Lithuania and Ukraine, and of other religious ac-
tivists. Hundreds of thousands of Jews are still being denied the right to
emigrate, while Soviet armies, for the seventh year now, have brutally re-
pressed the people of Afghanistan. In Berlin, the world marked the 25th
year of a wall built not to protect people but to keep them in their place. In
Poland, workers will sadly mark the fifth anniversary of martial law and
will mourn those who suffered for their defense of human rights.

Unfortunately, no continent has been spared the pain of human rights viola-
tions. In South Africa the manifest injustices of the apartheid system of
racial discrimination persist. Refugees continue to flow from the communist
nations of southeast Asia. And the world is listening increasingly to the
tragic stories of those who have suffered so long in the Cuban gulags just
90 miles from our shores—and in the emerging gulags of Nicaragua.

Yet despite this reign of repression, there is reason for hope. In our own
hemisphere in this decade the movement has been toward freedom, not
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toward repression, as country after country has brought into being the insti-
tutions of democracy.

The defense of human rights is a humanitarian concern, and a practical one
as well. Peace and respect for human rights are inseparable. History dem-
onstrates that there can be no genuine peace without respect for human
rights, that governments that do not respect the rights of their own citizens
are a threat to their neighbors as well.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 10, 1986, as
Human Rights Day and December 15, 1986, as Bill of Rights Day, and I call
upon all Americans to observe the week beginning December 8, 1986, as
Human Rights Week.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of December 10, 1986, on signing Proclamation 5589,
see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 22, p. 1636).

Proclamation 5590 of December 10, 1986
United Way Centennial, 18871987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since earliest times, we Americans have joined together to help each other
and to strengthen our communities, Our deep-rooted spirit of caring, of
neighbor helping neighbor, has become an American trademark—and an
American way of life. Over the years, our generous and inventive people
have created an ingenious network of voluntary organizations to give help
where help is needed.

United Way gives that help very well indeed, and truly exemplifies our
spirit of voluntarism. United Way has been a helping force in America right
from the first community-wide fund raising campaign in Denver, Colorado,
in 1887. Today, more than 2,200 local United Ways across our land raise
funds for more than 37,000 voluntary groups that assist millions of people.

The United Way of caring allows volunteers from all walks of life to effec-
tively meet critical needs and solve community problems. At the centennial
of the founding of this indispensable voluntary group, it is most fitting that
we Americans recognize and commend all the good United Way has done
and continues to do.
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