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Proclamation 5599 of January 16,1987 

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In 1973, America's unborn children lost their legal protection. In the 14 
years since then, some twenty million unborn babies, 1.5 million each year, 
have lost their lives by abortion—in a nation of 242 miUion people. This 
tragic and terrible toll continues, at the rate of more than 4,000 young lives 
lost each day. This is a shameful record; it accords with neither human de
cency nor our American heritage of respect for the sanctity of human life. 

That heritage is deeply rooted in the hearts and the history of our people. 
Our Founding Fathers pledged to each other their lives, their fortunes, and 
their sacred honor in the Declaration of Independence. They announced 
their unbreakable bonds with its immutable truths that "all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 
Americans of every succeeding generation have cherished our heritage of 
God-given human rights and have been willing to sacrifice for those rights, 
just as our Founders did. 

Those rights are given by God to all alike. Medical evidence leaves no 
room for doubt that the distinct being developing in a mother's womb is 
both alive and human. This merely confirms what common sense has 
always told us. Abortion kills unborn babies and denies them forever their 
rights to "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." Our Declaration of 
Independence holds that governments are instituted among men to secure 
these rights, and our Constitution—founded on these principles—should not 
be read to sanction the taking of innocent human life. 

A return to our heritage of reverence and protection for the sanctity of in
nocent human life is long overdue. For the last 14 years and longer, many 
Americans have devoted themselves to restoring the right to life and to pro
viding loving alternatives to abortion so every mother will choose life for 
her baby. 

We must recognize the courage and love mothers exhibit in keeping their 
babies or choosing adoption. We must also offer thanks and support to the 
millions of Americans who are willing to take on the responsibilities of 
adoptive parents. And we must never cease our efforts—our appeals to the 
legislatures and the courts and our prayers to the Author of Life Himself— 
until infants before birth are once again afforded the same protection of the 
law we all enjoy. 

Our heritage as Americans bids us to respect and to defend the sanctity of 
human life. With every confidence in the blessing of God and the goodness 
of the American people, let us rededicate ourselves to this solemn duty. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 18, 1987, as 
National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call upon the citizens of this 
blessed land to gather on that day in homes and places of worship to give 
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thanks for the gift of life and to reaffirm our commitment to the dignity of 
every human being and the sanctity of each human Ufe. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 16th day of Jan
uary, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and elev
enth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5600 of January 20,1987 " \ ^ 

National Safe Boating Week, 1987 ,. ^ ; 

By the President of the United States of America " ' ', 
A Proclamation ' ' i > 

To remind Americans of the need to keep safety in mind while on the Na
tion's waters, one week out of every year is designated as National Safe 
Boating Week. This year, it is estimated, over 68 million Americans will 
enjoy boating on our country's lakes, rivers, streams, oceans, and bays. 
Boating is fun and relaxing, but the marine environment is not without haz
ards. Therefore, it is imperative that all boaters learn and practice safe 
boating techniques. 

The theme of this year's National Safe Boating Week, "Be Smart! Take a 
Boating Course!," emphasizes the importance of learning safe ways to enjoy 
the sport of boating. As each year passes, our Nation's waters become in
creasingly crowded with new and exciting craft. In addition to the tradi
tional sailboats, cruisers, canoes, and rowboats, we now have jet-powered 
water skis, sailboards, and high-speed power boats whose capabilities rival 
the racing craft of yesteryear. 

Because of these developments, it is vital that all boaters understand the 
courtesies and basic principles of boating safety. Using a boat requires 
knowledge and experience, just like operating an automobile. Uneducated 
boaters not only expose themselves to hazards, but also jeopardize their 
passengers and other boaters. A lack of knowledge, coupled with fatigue, 
alcohol or drug use, or faulty equipment, can produce fatal results. Since 
the majority of boating accidents are due to operator error, education is the 
key to their prevention. < 

In recognition of the need for boating safety, the Congress, by joint resolu
tion approved June 4, 1958, as amended (36 U.S.C. 161), authorized and re
quested the President to proclaim annually the week commencing on the 
first Sunday in June as National Safe Boating Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning June 7, 1987, as Nation
al Safe Boating Week. I invite the Governors of the States, Puerto Rico, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa, 
and the Mayor of the District of Columbia to provide for the observance of 
this week. . • :̂,w î i ;•;•:« ..>>iu om- ^ys-'-- . . . . v.... - ......._.„„..,. v 
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