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Space exploration and the advanced technology that drives it benefit our 
laboratories, our industries, our farms, our hospitals, and our homes. This 
great adventure has enlarged our vision. Going outside our world we have 
come to know our own planet better—yes, and to love it as a tiny oasis of 
life in the engulfing vastness and silence of space. Our space program has 
given us a new confidence in what the future holds. We have seen expand
ed opportunities for scientific study, for industrial and commercial growth, 
for security, and for discovery. 

We owe an immense debt of gratitude to our space pioneers—especially to 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice. The crew of the Challenger—Mi
chael J. Smith, Francis R. Scobee, Gregory B. Jarvis, Ronald E. McNair, 
Judith A. Resnik, Ellison S. Onizuka, and S. Christa McAuliffe—set a high 
standard in education and training, in skill and courage. We can offer them 
no finer tribute than a pledge from each of us to strive for excellence in 
whatever we do—to extend our grasp by reaching beyond it. For they have 
taught us that the sky is not the limit—not for Americans. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-478, has designated January 28, 1987, as a 
"National Day of Excellence" and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim January 28, 1987, as the National Day of 
Excellence. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this occa
sion with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 

?̂ .-.t̂  : JM- S^» ' RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5603 of January 28,1987 

National Challenger Center Day, 1987 - ? .. ,̂ĝ  . . % 

By the President of the United States of America . ^ . . i 
A Proclamation 
Will America continue to lead the world in space exploration as we move 
into the 21st century? 

The Challenger crew, lost one year ago on the 25th Space Shuttle mission, 
dedicated themselves to America's leadership in space exploration. That 
leadership depends not only on our courage and determination, but also on 
the knowledge, capability, and inspiration of our students who will be the 
researchers and the astronauts of the 21st century. 

A goal of the Space Shuttle Challenger mission was to bring the study of 
space science directly and dramatically into the Nation's classrooms. 

In recognition of the critical need to provide America's students with 
access to outstanding space science education and to motivate study and 
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excellence in science, the families of the Challenger crew established a 
Challenger Center for Space Science Education. This Center will honor the 
memory of the Challenger crew with an ongoing monument to their achieve
ments, to their courage, and to their dedication to future generations of 
space explorers. 

In commemoration of the brave members of the Challenger crew, the Con
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 24, has designated January 28, 1987, as 
"National Challenger Center Day" and authorized and requested the Presi
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim January 28, 1987, as National Challenger 
Center Day, and I call on the people of the United States to observe this 
day by remembering the Challenger astronauts who died while serving their 
country and by reflecting upon the important role the Challenger Center 
will play in honoring their accomplishments and in furthering their goal of 
strengthening space and science education. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5604 of January 28,1987 

American Heart Month, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Cardiovascular diseases, including heart disease, stroke, and other vascular 
disorders, will claim the lives of nearly one million Americans this year. 
Cardiovascular disease is this Nation's number one health problem—caus
ing more deaths than cancer, accidents, pneumonia, and influenza com
bined—and one-fifth of all people killed by cardiovascular disease are 
younger than 65. 

More than 63 million of our citizens, more than one-fourth of our popula
tion, suffer from some form of cardiovascular disease. High blood pressure 
alone threatens the lives of more than 57 million Americans age 6 and 
older. Heart disease strikes regardless of age, race, or sex, and its toll in 
human suffering is incalculable. 

The American Heart Association estimates the economic cost of cardiovas
cular diseases in 1987 will be more than $85 billion in lost productivity and 
medical expenses. 

But we are making progress against the Nation's number one killer. The 
American Heart Association, a not-for-profit volunteer health agency, and 
the Federal government, through the National Heart, Lung and Blood Insti
tute, have been working together since 1948 to find better ways to prevent 
cardiovascular diseases and stroke and to inform the public and educate 
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