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Abraham Lincoln characterized our government as being “of the people, by
the people, and for the people.” The same can be said of the Constitution. It
is the framework of our Republic, enshrining liberty for all alike. Two cen-
turies ago, this immortal document was drafted by Americans who had
fought a Revolution for the freedom they cherished and who shaped their
dreams of freedom into a blueprint for a free Nation—for a free people
whose God-given liberties would never again be subject to the arbitrary
dominance of any one individual.

The Preamble of our Constitution begins, “We the People of the United
States, . . . do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States
of America." Here is the genius, the hope, and the promise of America for-
ever and for all mankind: “We the People.” In our Constitution, we the
people tell government what it may do and what it may not; the people are
sovereign, not the state. Thanks to our Constitution, the rule of law in the
United States means the rule of the people. This is the difference between
our Constitution and so many others; this is freedom.

Law Day, U.S.A,, is a time to give thanks for our legacy of liberty under
law and for the Constitution that preserves this priceless heritage—and to
recall our sacred trust as Americans to protect our Constitution and our
country as others have done for us.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 1, 1987, as Law Day, US.A. I
urge the people of the United States to use this occasion to reflect on our
Constitution and its protection of the rights and liberties of “We the
People.” I call upon the legal profession, schools, public bodies, libraries,
courts, the communications media, business, the clergy, civic, service, and
fraternal organizations, and all interested individuals and organizations to
join in efforts to focus attention on the need for the rule of law. I also call
upon all public officials to display the flag of the United States on all gov-
ernment buildings on Law Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of
the Inrtlﬁpendence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5635 of April 21, 1987
Older Americans Month, 1987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, we Americans have always cherished our God-
given rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and our freedom of
opportunity. We have fought wars for them, and we have created a system
of limited constitutional government to perpetuate them. We have also vol-
untarily joined together to enhance life and guarantee opportunity for our
neighbors when the need has arisen.
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We should bear these truths in mind as the number of older Americans in-
creases—and we should remember that one day all of us will also become
older Americans. Our older citizens have lived lives of achievement and
have sacrificed much for our country and for each of us. They possess a
wealth of experience, talent, and wisdom and a willingness to share them.
Older Americans cherish their freedom and independence and want to
remain in their homes and communities as active and contributing citizens.
To help senior citizens reach this goal, we can fulfill our responsibilities as
family members and friends, and we can also work to create community
systems of services for them.

Much has been done already, but much remains to be done. Under the
Older Americans Act, local and State agencies on aging were established to
plan, develop, and coordinate services to help older people remain in their
own homes and communities as long as possible. People in every town,
city, neighborhood, and rural community have the challenge and the oppor-
tunity to lay the foundation for their own truly responsive community sys-
tems for older Americans.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 64, has requested the President to
proclaim May 1987 as "Older Americans Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of May 1987 as Older Americans
Month. I ask public officials at all levels, business and civic leaders, and all
Americans to become concerned about the welfare of our Nation's older
people, to consider ways to ensure the independence of older people by
using community resources to forge a system of comprehensive and coordi-
nated services for them, and to work to establish such systems in each
community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5636 of April 23, 1987

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 1987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, the building and improvement of transportation
links have been vital to the exploration and settlement of our country and
to the development of its commerce. We can all be grateful that these proc-
esses have never ceased and that the spirit of enterprise that motivated
early American pioneers still thrives today.

During the early decades of our Republic, planners, engineers, and work-
men built the Cumberland Road from western Maryland to central Illinois.
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