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We should bear these truths in mind as the number of older Americans in-
creases—and we should remember that one day all of us will also become
older Americans. Our older citizens have lived lives of achievement and
have sacrificed much for our country and for each of us. They possess a
wealth of experience, talent, and wisdom and a willingness to share them.
Older Americans cherish their freedom and independence and want to
remain in their homes and communities as active and contributing citizens.
To help senior citizens reach this goal, we can fulfill our responsibilities as
family members and friends, and we can also work to create community
systems of services for them.

Much has been done already, but much remains to be done. Under the
Older Americans Act, local and State agencies on aging were established to
plan, develop, and coordinate services to help older people remain in their
own homes and communities as long as possible. People in every town,
city, neighborhood, and rural community have the challenge and the oppor-
tunity to lay the foundation for their own truly responsive community sys-
tems for older Americans.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 64, has requested the President to
proclaim May 1987 as "Older Americans Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of May 1987 as Older Americans
Month. I ask public officials at all levels, business and civic leaders, and all
Americans to become concerned about the welfare of our Nation's older
people, to consider ways to ensure the independence of older people by
using community resources to forge a system of comprehensive and coordi-
nated services for them, and to work to establish such systems in each
community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5636 of April 23, 1987

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 1987

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our history, the building and improvement of transportation
links have been vital to the exploration and settlement of our country and
to the development of its commerce. We can all be grateful that these proc-
esses have never ceased and that the spirit of enterprise that motivated
early American pioneers still thrives today.

During the early decades of our Republic, planners, engineers, and work-
men built the Cumberland Road from western Maryland to central Illinois.
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This road started what was to become a vast, 42,000-mile network of inter-
state and defense highways across the United States.

Other notable undertakings illustrate the evolution of Americans' mobility.
By 1825, the Erie Canal opened the Great Lakes to commerce; its success
spurred a huge inland waterway system, including the St. Lawrence
Seaway. By 1850, more than a thousand steamboats plied our rivers, and
clipper ships came to dominate trade with China. By 1869, the transconti-
nental railroad was completed. Technological advances of the late 19th and
early 20th centuries brought the automobile and the airplane, and further
developments resulted in space flight.

Our land, water, and air transportation systems provide us with fast, effi-
cient, and safe personal and commercial travel. They are vital not only to
our economy and our personal mobility, but also to the defense of our
Nation. Our ability to transport people and materials in time of emergency
is a critical aspect of our national security.

In recognition of the importance of transportation and of the millions of
Americans who serve and supply our transportation needs, the Congress
has requested, by joint resolution approved May 16, 1957 (36 U.S.C. 160),
that the third Friday in May of each year be designated as “National De-
fense Transportation Day''; and by joint resolution approved May 14, 1962
(36 U.S.C. 168), that the week in which that Friday falls be proclaimed “Na-
tional Transportation Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 15, 1987, as National Defense
Transportation Day and the week of May 10 through May 16, 1987, as Na-
tional Transportation Week. I urge the people of the United States to ob-
serve these occasions with appropriate ceremonies that will give full recog-
nition to the importance of our transportation system to this country.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5637 of April 23, 1987
Seventy-fifth Anniversary Year of the Department of Labor

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

March 4, 1988, will be the seventy-fifth anniversary of President William
Howard Taft's signing into law an act establishing the United States De-
partment of Labor. In celebrating this milestone, we honor both the man-
date of this ninth Executive department and the men and women who have
made that mandate a reality through the years.

Recognition of the need for a Department of Labor began in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Labor organizations such as the Knights of Labor
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