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Proclamation 5661 of May 21, 1987 x 

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Any American who has ever listened to a bugler sound Taps, the last 
salute, whether on a green and grassy hillside, a muddy field halfway 
around the world, or a lonely tarmac stateside or anywhere freedom is 
cherished and defended, knows exactly why we set aside a special day 
each year to honor those who have died for our coimtry and to pray for 
permanent peace. 

We do so for the sons and daughters of our land who have perished in the 
cause of liberty, country, and peace, the cause that has called Americans 
from generation to generation. We do so for the Nation that was home to 
these heroes and heroines, the Nation that gave them their birthright of 
freedom. We do so for the sacred trust they have left us, to revere, defend, 
and preserve all that they have revered, defended, and preserved for us. 

And we pray for our dead; we ask God to bless them and take them to 
Himself and reward their patriot's love. We pray for those who gave their 
lives in the hope of a future of freedom and peace for their countrymen. We 
pray for peace and for the devotion and strength of soul to build it and to 
protect it always. We pray and we resolve to keep holy the memory of 
those who have died for our country and to make their cause inseparably 
our own. We pray and we promise, so that one day Taps will sound never 
again for the young and the brave and the good. 

In recognition of those brave Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the 
Congress, by joint resolution approved May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has re
quested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the 
United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for perma
nent peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the 
United States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 25, 1987, as 
a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in 
each locality at eleven o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite 
in prayer. I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media 
to cooperate in this observance. 

I also direct all appropriate Federal officials and request the Governors of 
the United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropri
ate officials of all units of government, to direct that the flag be flown at 
half-staff during this Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States and in all areas under its jurisdiction 
and control, and I request the people of the United States to display the 
flag at half-staff from their homes on this day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of 



PROCLAMATION 5662—MAY 23, 1987 101 STAT. 2147 

the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

RONALD REAGAN ' 

Proclamation 5662 of May 23, 1987 

National Day of Mourning for the Victims of United States 
Ship STARK 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every year, in the beautiful springtime, the American people pause on a 
special day to pay the heartfelt tribute of love and remembrance to all the 
sons and daughters of our land who have laid down their lives on the altar 
of liberty. This year, our Memorial Day remembrance is tinged with fresh 
sorrow as we honor and mourn the brave men taken from us a short week 
ago. 

No words of ours can pay them the full tribute that is their due: their serv
ice, sacrifice, and love of country crown their memory on this day of grief 
and will do so as long as there is an America that defends freedom and 
honors its heroic champions. Let us pay tribute, then, to the dead and in
jured of United States Ship STARK by making their faithfulness and cour
age and love our own, ever and always. Without Americans like them, 
there would be no land of the free and no home of the brave; because of 
Americans like them, the lamp of liberty burns on undimmed, unvan-
quished, and unquenchable. 

In solemn recognition of the valiant crew members of United States Ship 
STARK who lost their lives or were injured, the Congress, by House Joint 
Resolution 290, has designated May 25, 1987, as "National Day of Mourning 
for the Victims of the U.S.S. STARK" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby appoint Monday, May 25, 1987, as National Day of 
Mourning for the Victims of United States Ship STARK. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 23rd day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and elev
enth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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