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Czechs have long sought hberty and opportunity in the United States, and 
they have distinguished themselves here in every field of endeavor—in sci
ence, religion, literature, the professions, business, labor, the armed forces, 
the arts, government, sports, and countless other fields. Among the first 
North Americans ever canonized was a Czech American, St. John Nepomu-
cene Neumann, a missionary and later a bishop of Philadelphia in the 19th 
century. In that century hundreds of thousands of Czechs came to America, 
seeking freedom and economic opportunity. In this century as well, Czechs 
have sought freedom in this country from Nazi and Soviet oppression— 
most recently from the brutal Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. 

Connections of Czechs and America flow in both directions. The United 
States is inextricably linked to the founding of Czechoslovakia. President 
Woodrow Wilson strongly advocated independence for Czechs and others. 
The Czechoslovak Declaration of Independence was drafted in Washington, 
D.C., and the Constitution of the first Czechoslovak Republic was modelled 
on the United States Constitution, whose bicentennial we observe this year. 
The great statesman Thomas Masaryk, who married an American, cited the 
profound influence of the writings of Thomas Jefferson and other American 
democrats on his own philosophy. 

To recognize the contributions of Czech Americans to our country and to 
encourage the American people to learn more about this legacy, the Con
gress, by Public Law 100-69, has designated the period beginning July 27, 
1987, and ending on August 2, 1987, as "National Czech American Heritage 
Week" and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama
tion in its observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the period beginning July 27, 1987, and 
ending August 2, 1987, as National Czech American Heritage Week. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

; , - t - RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5683 of July 20, 1987 ; .> t; ,̂ . . , , . 

International Special Olympics Week and Day, 1987 ^̂i , , 

By the President of the United States of America -.. v r; 
A Proclamation 
The 1987 VII International Summer Special Olympic Games, to be held from 
July 31 to August 8 at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, 
will host 6,000 athletes, 15,000 volunteers, and thousands of guests from 
around the United States and the world. Every American can be grateful for 
the many dedicated and selfless organizers of these games, the largest 
worldwide amateur sporting event of the year. 
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We can also be grateful indeed for the entire program of Special Olympics. 
Its comprehensive local as well as national programs foster self-challenge 
and discovery and help the physically and mentally impaired form a 
healthy self-image, develop positive interpersonal skills and relationships, 
and realize all they have to offer. Special Olympics is one of several ad
vances—along with recent progress in scientific and medical research and 
increased integration of handicapped and developmentally disabled people 
into the workplace—that have led to a dramatic change in public percep
tion of the capabilities of this important segment of our population. That is 
truly cause for celebration, at this Special Olympiad and always. 

The pride and good wishes of every American go with the special athletes 
of Special Olympics, now and always. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 85, has designated the period be
ginning August 2, 1987, and ending August 8, 1987, as "International Special 
Olympics Week," and August 3, 1987, as "International Special Olympics 
Day," and authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of these events. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the period beginning August 2, 1987, and 
ending August 8, 1987, as International Special Olympics Week, and August 
3 as International Special Olympics Day. I invite all Americans to observe 
this period with appropriate ceremonies and activities directed toward in
creasing public awareness of the needs and the potential of people with 
handicapping conditions and developmental disabilities. I further urge all 
Americans to join with me in according our fellow citizens with such dis
abilities the encouragement and opportunities they need to achieve their 
full potential. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of 
July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 

,.,,„. RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5684 of July 22, 1987 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each year, we set aside a special week to salute the many contributions of 
minority business men and women to our Nation's economic well-being and 
to celebrate the free market that makes these contributions possible. Our 
observance of Minority Enterprise Development Week this year, during the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution, summons us to reflect on the debt every 
business man and woman—and each of us—owes to the fundamental prin
ciples of freedom and justice guaranteed by this great charter. 

By creating a limited form of government, our Constitution protects the in
alienable rights of all Americans and ensures equal opportunity for all. Our 
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