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citizen on the basis of race, gender, ethnicity, age, or handicap. We can be 
proud of the progress we have made in securing the civil rights of all Amer
icans. Racial segregation has been proscribed. Employment discrimination 
is barred. Federal statutes now outlaw housing bias, safeguard every citi
zen's precious right to vote, and require that people with disabilities be pro
vided accessibility and be treated without discrimination. The misguided 
few who use force or violence to interfere with others' enjoyment of their 
civil rights face swift and sure criminal prosecution. 

Despite these steps forward, much still remains to be done to make Lin
coln's promise a reality and to fulfill the dream shared by leaders like Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Susan B. Anthony, and Mary McLeod Bethune. The 
example of these Americans, and of so many other brave men and women, 
reminds us of the tasks that belong to each of us as citizens of this great 
Nation. We must work to see the civil rights laws strongly enforced and to 
ensure that every branch of government—at every level—renders justice to 
individuals without regard to race, sex, color, religion, nationality, or condi
tion of handicap. In this way, we can move toward the day when the rights 
of every human being to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" are se
cured forever. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-482, has designated August 12, 1987, as 
"National Civil Rights Day" and authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this event. Twenty-four years ago 
this month. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led a march in Washington, D.C. to 
demonstrate the need for civil rights legislation. On this occasion let us pay 
tribute to his memory and to the memory of all those who fought for justice 
and equal opportunity before the law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim August 12, 1987, as National Civil Rights 
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5692 of August 10,1987 

National Neighborhood Crime Watch Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America ,' 
A Proclamation 
Crime prevention is at the top of our Nation's public pohcy agenda for the 
simple reason that crime is still all too commonplace. Each year in America 
millions of our citizens face the stark reality of crime, suffering losses of 
property and injuries to personal health that exact from them and from all 
of us a terrible cost. Although new laws, more aggressive prosecution, 
swifter and more certain punishment, and programs to aid innocent victims 
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are doing much to deter crime and to redress the harm it causes, our citi
zens continue to find new ways to work with law enforcement officials to 
prevent crime before it happens. 

Passivity in the fight against crime is now passe. Across the Nation law-
abiding citizens are banding together and, in close cooperation with the ap
propriate agencies of government, they are taking the initiative to protect 
themselves, their loved ones, and their neighborhoods. The effectiveness of 
this form of deterrence against crime has been proven in community after 
community, and it all boils down to one guiding principle—neighbors look
ing out for neighbors. 

Twenty-two million American households were touched by crime last 
year—a staggering figure, but still the lowest in a decade. The decline that 
has taken place is certainly due in part to greater public awareness of 
crime and increased citizen participation in crime prevention activities. The 
statistics represent improved safeguarding of homes and property, but their 
real significance is the improved security and well-being of our people—the 
core values any society is constituted to protect. 

We must do all we can to make more citizens aware of the importance of 
community crime watch programs and the impact they as individuals can 
have on the detection, reporting, discouragement, and solution of crimes. 
On August 11, 1987, a "National Night Out" campaign will be conducted to 
call attention to the importance of these programs. All Americans are urged 
to participate that evening by spending the hovu" between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 
p.m. on the lawns, porches, or steps in front of their homes, thereby empha
sizing that looking out for one's neighbors is still the most effective form of 
crime prevention. 

Participation in this nationwide event will also demonstrate the value and 
effectiveness of police and community cooperation in crime prevention. It 
will generate support for the worthwhile campaign the National Crime Pre
vention Council is conducting through its Crime Prevention Coalition. This 
Coalition, composed of organizations representing law enforcement, busi
ness, labor, minorities, the elderly, and various public interest groups, seeks 
to promote citizen involvement in crime watch activities and, through 
public service advertising and publications, provides information on how 
citizens can better protect themselves. 

The Coalition's campaign features the trench-coated, floppy-eared dog, 
McGruff, popularized on radio and television and in newspapers and maga
zines. His message is basic and direct: We can all "Take a Bite Out of 
Crime" by playing a role in neighborhood block watches, citizen patrols, 
escort services for the elderly and the vulnerable, and similar activities and 
by taking a few simple precautions. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 121, has designated August 11, 
1987, as "National Neighborhood Crime Watch Day" and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim August 11, 1987, as National Neighborhood 
Crime Watch Day. I call upon the people of the United States to spend the 
period from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on that date with their neighbors in front 
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of their homes to demonstrate support for community crime watch pro
grams and to signal to criminals that neighborhoods are joining together to 
fight crime. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

•fc RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5693 of August 13,1987 

National Child Support Enforcement Month, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over 15 million children in the United States live in households with only 
one parent present. Only about one-third receive child support payments, 
and many do not receive the full amount that is owed them. American chil
dren are being deprived of billions of dollars in support each year, leading 
to a reduced standard of living and, with tragic frequency, debilitating pov
erty. 

Although the Congress and the Executive branch have designed programs 
to help nurture children and protect them from poverty, the ultimate respon
sibility for the care of children belongs with their parents. Ensuring that 
parents provide for their children is an important goal for our Nation. As I 
have said, the family is the most basic support system there is, and the 
most fundamental duty of a parent is to provide financial support to his or 
her children. 

In 1984, the Congress strengthened the Federal-State child support system 
and improved incentives for State governments to implement effective prac
tices to alleviate the financial distress of children. Dedicated cooperation 
among family support enforcement personnel, the judiciary, and the legal 
community has led to greater success in locating absent parents, establish
ing paternity, and, ultimately, collecting child support. Nonetheless, much 
remains to be done to foster a nationwide conviction that child support rep
resents not only a legal responsibility but a profound ethical obligation of 
parents and an urgent moral right of children. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 313, has designated the month of 
August 1987 as "National Child Support Enforcement Month" and has au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in its observ
ance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of August 1987 as National Child 
Support Enforcement Month, and I call upon all government agencies and 
the people of the United States to observe this month with appropriate pro
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 
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