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During the last decade, our knowledge of diabetes has increased in the re­
search laboratory. We now have a better understanding of this disease and 
its burdensome complications, but there is still much to learn. In addition, 
we still face the major challenge of transforming research advances into 
practical benefits for diabetes patients. 

Diabetes is a public health problem that affects both sexes and all ages and 
races. Given the disability, the emotional toll, and the economic loss from 
diabetes—estimated at $14 billion per year in the United States—our prior­
ities should continue to be research on this disease, how best to treat it, 
and how best to communicate this knowledge to those who need it most. 
Through the continued commitment and cooperation of private citizens and 
organizations, the scientific community, and Federal, State, and local gov­
ernment in the fight against diabetes, we will come closer to a cure and to 
better health for millions of Americans. 

To increase public awareness of diabetes and to emphasize the need for 
continued research and educational efforts aimed at controlling and curing 
this disease, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 44, has designated 
the month of November 1987 as "National Diabetes Month" and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of November 1987 as National 
Diabetes Month. I call upon all government agencies and the people of the 
United States to observe this month with appropriate programs and activi­
ties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

' ' ' • ^' ' - RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5700 of September 8,1987 - . • 

Geography Awareness Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Fascination with the Earth and a desire to learn and record information 
about it inspired the early explorers of our land and today remain part of 
our national heritage. This legacy is carried on for us in the science of geog­
raphy, the study of the surface of the globe and the people, environments, 
resources, political boundaries, and characteristics of every area. 

For generations, comprehension of world and national geography has been 
considered essential to the education of Americans. Yet today, in an inter­
dependent world where knowledge of other lands and cultures is increas­
ingly important, studies show that Americans need more geographical 
knowledge. Citizens, especially young people, should be fully acquainted 
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with our country and our neighbors around the globe and aware of geogra­
phy's expanding study of the oceans and the universe; the increasing 
wealth of knowledge provided by research in the disciplines that support 
geography; and geography's physiographic, historical, social, economic, and 
political aspects. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-78, has designated the week of November 
15 through November 21, 1987, as "Geography Awareness Week" and au­
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in its observ­
ance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of November 15 through Novem­
ber 21, 1987, as Geography Awareness Week, and I call upon all Americans 
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN '̂  

ip. 

Proclamation 5701 of September 11,1987 d 

National Hispanic Heritage Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America , . ,.. -.u^ 
A Proclamation ^ • '̂  

During National Hispanic Heritage Week, all Americans can recognize, 
honor, and celebrate the rich and diverse contributions Hispanic Americans 
have made to our land ever since the exploration and settlement of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

People of Hispanic culture have been present in the Americas from early 
times and have exerted much influence on the development of the United 
States. Hispanic explorers helped open the New World, discover its re­
sources, and found its new nations, including parts of our own. Explorers 
such as Coronado in the 16th century traveled throughout the present-day 
United States, and Spaniards settled in St. Augustine, Florida, long before 
Jamestown was founded. The founding of missions and presidios in Califor­
nia was simultaneous with the American Revolution; and when the new 
United States had won, thanks in part to Spanish help, Te Deum masses of 
thanksgiving were celebrated in those missions, just as throughout all Span­
ish colonies. In the 19th century, the vision of liberty inspired countless 
brave Latin Americans to fight for independence for their countries. Today, 
Hispanics carry on the dream of freedom throughout the hemisphere, and 
democracy is enjoying a broad resurgence. 

The Spanish names bestowed on so many of our cities, towns, States, 
rivers, mountains, and lakes—Los Angeles, Sacramento, Guadalupe, Colora­
do, Sierra Nevada, for instance—remind us daily that the values of Hispan­
ic Americans, such as devotion to church, family, work, and community. 
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