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Normally, an individual's immune system protects him or her from infection 
by producing antibodies that react with and eliminate foreign substances. 
In autoimmune diseases such as lupus, however, the immune system can 
harm the individual by making antibodies that react against the person's 
own tissues. 

Scientists are not yet sure why the body's antibody-producing system be-
"^ haves this way, but they are conducting extensive research seeking the 

cause of the disease. Their research studies include: investigations on genes 
that underlie the development of the disease; research on a wide variety of 
immune system components and chemical messengers; research on initi
ation of abnormal immune reactivity; and hormonal studies. Such funda
mental studies will lead to the design of improved treatments that alleviate 
the symptoms of lupus, or even better, attack the disease itself. 

Thanks to recent research progress, lupus has become more a chronic dis
ease than the acute and often fatal disorder it was decades ago. Neverthe
less, deaths do occur, and new research findings and new approaches to 
diagnosis and treatment are needed to eliminate lupus. A concerted Feder
al-private research effort is working to ultimately uncover the cause and 
cure for this distressing disease. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-106, has designated the month of October 
1987 as "Lupus Awareness Month" and authorized and requested the Presi
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1987 as Lupus 
Awareness Month. I urge the people of the United States and educational, 
philanthropic, scientific, medical, and health care organizations and profes
sionals to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5711 of September 29,1987 

Child Health Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For nearly 6 decades, Americans have observed Child Health Day in reaf
firmation of our private and public national commitment to the good health 
of every child. During this year's observance, we should resolve to redouble 
our efforts to ensure that all aspects of health services needed by mothers, 
babies, and older children are properly identified, provided, and used, when 
and where needed. Appropriate perinatal, medical, nutritional, and educa
tional services should be made available in accordance with family needs, 
including specialized services for those at risk for poor pregnancy outcomes 
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such as low birth weight, dehvery compUcations, or developmental prob
lems. 

Babies and older children with special health needs such as severe chronic 
illnesses, birth impairments, and related conditions often require early 
intervention and highly specialized care. A family-centered, comprehensive 
program of medical, educational, and social services in the commimity and 
in the home may also be needed. 

It is vital that approaches such as these be fostered throughout our country. 
Preventing low birth weights and infant mortality from other causes; reduc
ing disability levels; and increasing the feasibility of home care in cases of 
severe chronic illness are objectives of high priority. Health professionals 
and staff members of State and local social service agencies can improve 
the effectiveness of health care delivery as they cooperate fully in these ap
proaches. 

Federal health services, research, and financing agencies continue to focus 
upon support of such endeavors. For instance, the recently created Bureau 
of Maternal and Child Health and Resource Development has as a central 
element of its mission the promotion of case-managed perinatal care as 
well as care for babies and older children who have special health care 
needs. Real progress can be made through the combination of State and 
local action and cooperation and Federal encouragement and support. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, pursuant to a joint resolution approved on May 18, 1928, as 
amended (36 U.S.C. 143), do hereby proclaim Monday, October 5, 1987, as 
Child Health Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5712 of September 30,1987 

Implementation of Agreement Concerning Certain Pasta 
Articles From the European Community 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. On September 15, 1987, the United States and the European Community 
(EC) entered into an agreement to resolve the long-standing dispute over EC 
exports of subsidized pasta products to the United States. I have now de
termined, pursuant to section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended 
(Act) (19 U.S.C. 2411), to take action necessary to implement the agreement. 
In accordance with the agreement, certain pasta articles the product of any 
member country of the EC, exported on or after October 1, 1987, will be 
denied entry into the customs territory of the United States unless accom
panied by docvunentation establishing that such imports are receiving re-
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