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nated October 1, 1987, as "National Medical Research Day" and has au­
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 1, 1987, as National Medical Re­
search Day, and I call upon the people of the United States and all Federal, 
State, and local government officials to observe the day with appropriate 
events and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Oc­
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5715 of October 1,1987 

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The American people proudly and gratefully observe every October 11 in 
memory of General Casimir Pulaski, because on that date in 1779 this 
young Polish count and cavalry officer, wounded two days before while 
leading a charge during the siege of Savannah, gave his life for our country. 

Before casting his lot with America, Casimir Pulaski had fought bravely 
against tyranny and foreign domination in his beloved Poland and had been 
forced into exile. He and other Polish freedom fighters well understood that 
humanity's battle for liberty and self-government is indivisible around the 
world; with the immortal cry, "For Your Freedom and Ours," they went 
forth to many nations in support of freedom, justice, independence, and in­
dividual rights. These ideals are forever part of Poland's heritage; they are 
dear to the Polish people, and this devotion continues to inspire America 
and the rest of the world. 

The freedoms for which General Pulaski fought and died—the freedoms he 
helped America win—have not yet been realized in many parts of the 
globe. The United States of America will always champion religious, politi­
cal and economic liberty, tolerance, and human rights around the world. 
Wherever mankind's fight for freedom continues, there stands the spirit of 
Pulaski and there stands the hope, the commitment, and the help of the 
United States—"For Your Freedom and Ours." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, October 11, 1987, as 
General Pulaski Memorial Day, and I direct the appropriate government of­
ficials to display the flag of the United States on all government buildings 
on that day. In addition, I encourage the people of the United States to 
commemorate this occasion as appropriate throughout our land. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Oc­
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 

. . . h . . . . ^••'.-V' . RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5716 of October 1,1987 ' - • ^ 

Columbus Day, 1987 Ĥ  r r. ^ - * VIH ,.̂  j 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every October the people of the United States celebrate the day nearly 500 
autumns ago when Christopher Columbus and the crews of the Nina, the 
Pinta, and the Santo Maria found a New World. That world is our Western 
Hemisphere, and we in the United States trace the history and development 
of our country and our culture back to Columbus and his daring explora­
tion, his initiative, his faith, and his courage. 

Columbus continues to inspire the United States and the rest of the world 
for almost half a thousand years because of his great understanding and 
vision and because of his single-minded determination to let no disappoint­
ment, ridicule, or risk keep him from a goal he knew to be sensible, feasi­
ble, and of great promise. He viewed the unknown as an opportunity, not 
as a danger. 

The Admiral of the Ocean Seas is remembered as well for challenging the 
horizons of his time and place, for his spirit of reaching beyond the obvi­
ous, for defying the pessimists and expanding the frontiers of knowledge. 
That spirit animated those who followed him to the New World through the 
centuries and brought untold energy, boldness, and ingenuity with them. 
We Americans are risk-takers; like Columbus, we have a vision of the 
world as it can be, and of the future as an opportunity and a challenge. 

Italian Americans have special reason to celebrate Columbus Day with 
great pride. Columbus was the first of many Italian travelers who have 
made contributions to the New World. Columbus is one of many links bind­
ing the United States and Italy in a special relationship. 

This tribute also has special meaning for Americans of Spanish descent. 
Without Spanish support, Columbus's voyage of discovery would not have 
been possible. Spain's contribution to the New World and to its cultural 
and economic heritage went on to be even larger, as the recent visit by 
Their Majesties King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain to the Ameri­
can Southwest reminded us. 

The year 1992 will be the 500th anniversary of Columbus's first voyage to 
the Americas. The Christopher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commis­
sion, a distinguished group of Americans aided by representatives from 
Spain and Italy, prepared a report that I transmitted to the Congress in Sep­
tember of this year, making recommendations for our Nation's observance 
of the Quincentenary, including themes that embody the broad significance 
of this anniversary and suggestions for Quincentenary programs that will 
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