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nations and international organizations to help the Afghans rebuild
their country and their institutions; millions of men, women, and chil-
dren will be returning to a country devastated by Soviet aggression.

The United States has consistently supported the Afghans in their long
ordeal. That support will continue. We will rejoice with them when
true peace is achieved and Afghanistan once again takes it rightful
place in the community of nations. Let us pray and strive to make sure
that this moment of liberation will come soon.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 21,
1988, as Afghanistan Day. I call upon the people of the United States to
observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 21st day of
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of Mar. 21, 1988, on signing Proclamation 5778,
see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 24, p. 369).

Proclamation 5779 of March 23, 1988

Modifying the Implementation of the Generalized System
of Preferences and the Caribbean Basin Economic
Recovery Act

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. I have determined that, under section 802(b) of the Trade Act of 1974
(the Act) (19 U.S.C. 2492(b)), as amended by the Anti-Drug Abuse Act
of 1986 (Pub. L. 99-570, 100 Stat. 3207), during the previous year
Panama has not cooperated fully with the United States, and has not
taken adequate steps on its own, in preventing narcotic and psycho-
tropic drugs and other controlled substances produced or processed, in
whole or in part, in Panama or transported through Panama, from being
sold illegally within the jurisdiction of Panama to United States Gov-
ernment personnel or their dependents or from being transported, di-
rectly or indirectly, into the United States, and in preventing and pun-
ishing the laundering in that country of drug-related profits or drug-re-
lated monies.

2. Pursuant to section 802(a) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 2492(a)), I have decid-
ed to deny until further notice the preferential tariff treatment under
the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) and the Caribbean Basin
Economic Recovery Act (CBERA) now being afforded to articles that
are currently eligible for such treatment and that are imported from
Panama.
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3. Section 604 of the Act (19 U.S.C. 2483) confers authority upon the
President to embody in the Tariff Schedules of the United States
(TSUS) (19 U.S.C. 1202) the relevant provisions of that Act, of other
acts affecting import treatment, and of actions taken thereunder.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the statutes of the United States of America, including but
not limited to sections 604 and 802 of the Act, do proclaim that:

(1) General headnote 3(e)(v)(A) to the TSUS is modified by striking out
“Panama” from the enumeration of independent countries whose prod-
ucts are eligible for benefits under the GSP.

(2) General headnote 3(e)(vii)(A) to the TSUS is modified by striking
out “Panama” from the enumeration of designated beneficiary countries

whose products are eligible for preferential treatment under the
CBERA.

(3) No article the product of Panama and entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, into the United States on or after the ef-
fective date of this Proclamation shall be eligible for preferential tariff
treatment under the GSP or under the CBERA.

(4) This Proclamation shall be effective with respect to articles entered,
or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after the fifteenth
day following the date of the publication of this Proclamation in the
Federal Register.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5780 of March 25, 1988

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration
of Greek and American Democracy, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The United States and Greece are old allies and friends. Our nations
and peoples are bound by interests, kinship, values, and a record of
common achievement. Ancient Greek ideals of freedom fueled our own
struggle for independence, and American friends supported Greece's
effort to forge a modern nation in 1821.

Over the years, millions of Americans of Greek ancestry have enriched
and strengthened the United States. In this century, Americans and
Greeks fought and died together in three wars. The Truman Doctrine,
which helped Greeks preserve their independence and launch Greece
toward prosperity, is a proud achievement of American foreign policy.
Today, Greece and the United States are partners in the NATO alli-
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