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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5800 of April 21, 1988
National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The generosity for which the American people have always been
known shines clearly today in the willingness of many people to
become organ and tissue donors so that others might live or have an
opportunity to enjoy a fuller life. Thousands of Americans will receive
an extraordinary gift this year—a kidney, heart, liver, pancreas, a com-
bination of heart and lung, skin, a cornea, bone, or bone marrow. The
great majority of these gifts will have been possible only because a
caring American agreed to donate an organ or tissue for transplanta-
tion.

We can all take pride in this generosity; yet the need for additional
transplants remains great. Thousands of Americans will wait this year
for a well-matched organ or tissue to become available. For some, no
donor may be found. The decision to volunteer as an organ donor is a
significant act of personal sacrifice. Fortunately, knowledge about
organ donorship has spread in recent years. Groups in our communities
stand ready to answer questions about organ and tissue donation. The
American Council on Transplantation and school, church, and commu-
nity groups are involved. Many States give people the chance to sign
donor authorization cards when they complete their driver's license
forms. Others require hospitals to offer people the opportunity to
donate under appropriate circumstances.

Encouragement of organ and tissue donation must always be accompa-
nied, of course, by thorough reflection and complete information.
Recent medical and technological developments are posing new moral
and ethical questions about transplantation in certain circumstances.
Individuals, and society as a whole, must carefully consider these ques-
tions so that we never undercut our reverence for the sanctity God
vests equally in the life of every person, from the moment of concep-
tion until natural death.

The Congress, by Public Law 100-273, has designated the week of April
24 through April 30, 1988, as “National Organ and Tissue Donor Aware-
ness Week” and authorized and requested the President to issue a
proclamation in observance of this occasion.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of April 24 through
April 30, 1988, as National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week. 1
ask health care professionals, public and private service organizations,
and all Americans to join in supporting this humanitarian cause.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5801 of April 26, 1988
Mother’s Day, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Maternal love is the first tangible bond any human being knows. It is a
tie at once physical, emotional, psychological, and mystical. With all of
the words that have been written about motherhood, all of the poems
of tribute and gratitude that have been penned through the ages, all of
the portraits of mother and child that have been painted down the cen-
turies, none has come close to expressing in full the thankfulness and
joy owing to mothers.

The mark of motherhood, as the story of Solomon and the disputed
infant in the first Book of Kings shows, is a devotion to the well-being
of the child so total that it overlooks itself and its own preferences and
needs. It is a love that risks all, bears all, braves all. As it heals and
strengthens and inspires in its objects an understanding of self-sacrifice
and devotion, it is the parent of many another love as well.

" The arms of a mother are the newborn's first cradle and the injured
child’s first refuge. The hands of a mother are the hands of care for the
child who is near and of prayer for the one who is far away. The eyes
of a mother are the eyes of fond surprise at baby’s first step, the eyes
of unspoken worry at the young adult’s first voyage from home, the
eyes of gladness at every call or visit that says she is honored and re-
membered. The heart of a mother is a heart that is always full.

Generation after generation has measured love by the work and
wonder of motherhood. For these gifts, ever ancient and ever new, we
cannot pause too often to give thanks to mothers. As inadequate as our
homage may be and as short as a single day is to express it—"What
possible comparison was there,” a great saint wrote of his mother, “be-
tween the honor I showed her and the service she had rendered me?"'—
g‘lother's Day affords us an opportunity to meet one of life’s happiest
uties.

In recognition of the contributions of mothers to their families and to
our Nation, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914
(38 Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year as
Mother’s Day and requested the President to call for its appropriate ob-
servance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby request that Sunday, May 8, 1988, be ob-
served as Mother's Day. I urge all Americans to express their love and
respect for their mothers and to reflect on the importance of mother-
hood to the well-being of our country. I direct government officials to
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