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served in World War I—participated in the drive to preserve Korea's 
territorial integrity and political independence. At Inchon and the 
Chosin Reservoir, on Old Baldy and Pork Chop Hill, in battle and siege 
all across the Korean Peninsula, our forces endured unspeakable hard­
ships for a fellow people struggling to keep free. Over 54,000 Americans 
died, more than 100,000 suffered wounds, and over 8,000 remain miss­
ing in action. Theirs has been called the "Forgotten War," but, as Presi­
dent Eisenhower told the Nation 35 years ago on the signing of the 
Korean Armistice, they proved "once again that only courage and sac­
rifice can keep freedom alive upon the earth." This is a message that 
must forever live on in the memories and in the hearts of all who cher­
ish liberty. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 318, has designated the week 
of July 25 through July 31, 1988, as "National Week of Recognition and 
Remembrance for Those Who Served in the Korean War" and author­
ized and requested the President to issue a proclamation observing this 
week and urging the departments and agencies of the United States 
and interested organizations, groups, and individuals to fly the Ameri­
can flag at half-staff on July 27, 1988, in memory of those Americans 
who died as a result of their service in Korea. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of July 25 through July 
31, 1988, as National Week of Recognition and Remembrance for Those 
Who Served in the Korean War. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe such week with appropriate ceremonies and activi­
ties and call upon and authorize all departments and agencies of the 
United States and interested organizations, groups, and individuals to 
fly United States flags at half-staff on July 27, 1988, as a symbol of our 
gratitude to those who died as a result of their service in Korea and of 
our steadfast commitment to preserving the values for which they 
fought. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5843 of August 1,1988 

Helsinki Human Rights Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Thirteen years ago, 33 European states, the United States, and Canada 
signed the Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and Coop­
eration in Europe. In so doing, we and the other signatories undertook 
a sacred commitment to the principles of freedom, self-determination, 
and human dignity. The Helsinki Final Act acknowledged the funda­
mental interrelationship of human rights, economic relations, and secu­
rity considerations in the overall conduct of affairs within and among 
states. The Final Act recognized that there can be no true international 
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security without respect for basic political and civil rights; that eco­
nomic ties can contribute to security, but only if based upon open rela­
tions among peoples; and that security and confidence can also be im­
proved through the free exchange of information. 

That historic meeting in Helsinki has spawned a dynamic process that 
we in the United States regard as one of the most important develop­
ments in East-West relations in the post-World War II period. The 
work begun at Helsinki to eliminate the barriers that divide East and 
West has been carried on in three follow-up meetings during the inter­
vening years. At present we are working with the delegations from all 
the signatory states in Vienna to advance our cherished objectives of 
freedom, openness, and security. 

While progress has occurred in reducing the tensions between East and 
West, the Soviet Union and other states of the East have not fully lived 
up to the commitments undertaken at Helsinki. Respect for human 
rights in these countries continues to fall far short of the standards set 
forth in the Final Act, as well as in the document issued at the conclu­
sion of the Madrid review conference in 1983. Freedom of movement, 
conscience, and religion are still shackled by unreasonable and arbi­
trary government controls. Individuals such as Ukrainian Helsinki mon­
itors Ivan Kandyba and Ivan Sokulsky and Lithuanian Catholic priest 
Sigitas Tamkevicius, whose only "crime" was to monitor the Soviet 
Government's compliance with the Helsinki Final Act and speak out in 
behalf of political and religious freedom, remain in Soviet labor camps. 
The free flow of ideas and information from abroad and within Eastern 
Europe is still impeded. 

A few short weeks ago I stood in Finlandia Hall—the historic building 
in which the Helsinki Final Act was signed. I reiterated the commit­
ment of the American people to continue to work to bring down the 
barriers that have so cruelly divided the European continent for 4 dec­
ades. However, it bears reminding that those barriers were erected by 
the East, and so much of the demolition work will necessarily fall to 
those states. We are encouraged by recent hopeful pronouncements 
coming from the Soviet Union and its allies; we await further concrete 
progress in the treatment of all individuals in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe and positive steps in the Vienna meeting to give those 
pronouncements substance. 

It is appropriate that we mark this 13th anniversary of the signing of 
the Final Act by setting aside a special day to reflect upon and to 
renew our dedication to the values of human dignity and freedom em­
bodied in that farsighted document. On this occasion, we call upon all 
signatories of the Final Act to honor in full its solemn principles. Let us 
pledge to spare no effort in striving toward this goal. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 338, has designated August 1, 
1988, as "Helsinki Human Rights Day" and has authorized and request­
ed the President to issue a proclamation in its observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim August 1, 1988, as Helsinki 
Human Rights Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and 
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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5844 of August 4,1988 

Thanksgiving Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The celebration of Thanksgiving Day is one of our Nation's most vener­
able and cherished traditions. Almost 200 years ago, the first President 
of these United States, George Washington, issued the first national 
Thanksgiving Day Proclamation under the Constitution and recom­
mended to the American people that they "be devoted to the service of 
that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the 
good that was, that is, or that will be." He called upon them to raise 
"prayers and supplications to the Great Lord and Ruler of Nations," not 
merely for continued blessings on our own land but on all rulers and 
nations that they might know "good government, peace, and concord." 

A century ago. President Grover Cleveland called for "prayers and 
song of praise" that would render to God the appreciation of the Amer­
ican people for His mercy and for the abundant harvests and rich re­
wards He had bestowed upon our Nation through the labor of its farm­
ers, shopkeepers, and tradesmen. Both of these Proclamations included 
something else as well: a recognition of our shortcomings and trans­
gressions and our dependence, in total and in every particular, on the 
forgiveness and forbearance of the Almighty. 

Today, cognizant of our American heritage of freedom and opportunity, 
we are again called to gratitude, thanksgiving, and contrition. Thanks­
giving Day summons every American to pause in the midst of activity, 
however necessary and valuable, to give simple and humble thanks to 
God. This gracious gratitude is the "service" of which Washington 
spoke. It is a service that opens our hearts to one another as members 
of a single family gathered around the bounteous table of God's Cre­
ation. The images of the Thanksgiving celebrations at America's earli­
est settlement—of Pilgrim and Iroquois Confederacy assembled in fes­
tive friendship—resonate with even greater power in our own day. 
People from every race, culture, and creed on the face of the Earth now 
inhabit this land. Their presence illuminates the basic yearning for free­
dom, peace, and prosperity that has always been the spirit of the New 
World. 

In this year when we as a people enjoy the fruits of economic growth 
and international cooperation, let us take time both to remember the 
sacrifices that have made this harvest possible and the needs of those 
who do not fully partake of its benefits. The wonder of our agricultural 
abundance must be recalled as the work of farmers who, under the 
best and worst of conditions, give their all to raise food upon the land. 
The gratitude that fills our being must be tempered with compassion 
for the needy. The blessings that are ours must be understood as the 
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