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sewing-related occupations; sewing skills learned at home or during 
more formal instruction help foster lifelong careers in fields such as 
fashion, pattern-making, retail merchandising, and interior and textile 
design. Many people find that home sewing is a boon to friendship 
among neighbors, or a good way for caring citizens to assist their fel-
lowman through volunteer projects. Sewing's closest link to most of us, 
however, is undoubtedly its familiarity as a part of daily life in the 
home. That is because the sewing circle has so often been a link be­
tween grandparents, parents, and children; in its pleasures and satis­
factions are found both a sense of individual accomplishment and an 
intuition of a largei" human endeavor. In this way, a basic skill of 
family life is passed on, and an ancient art made new. 

These are all very good reasons for America to celebrate National 
Sewing Month, 1988, with heartfelt appreciation for the talents and 
achievements of those among us who sew in the home. 

In recognition of the importance of home sewing to the United States, 
the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 580, has designated September 
1988 as "National Sewing Month" and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 1988 as National 
Sewing Month. I call upon the people of the United States to observe 
this month with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5868 of September 28,1988 

National American Indian Heritage Week, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

National American Indian Heritage Week, 1988, offers us a fine oppor­
tunity to reflect upon the profound, many-sided, and lasting impact of 
American Indians and their forebears on our Nation, history, and way 
of life. During this time, we can all join American Indians and Alaska 
Natives in celebrating their ancient and diverse heritages. We can also 
thank them for their achievements in every area of endeavor. 

Those achievements continue today. Despite past periods of conflict 
and changes in Indian affairs policies, the government-to-government 
relationship between the United States and Indian tribes has endured. 
The Constitution, treaties, laws, and court decisions have consistently 
recognized a unique political relationship between tribal elected gov­
ernments and the United States. We look to a future of increasing eco­
nomic independence and self-sufficiency on Indian reservations, and 
we support efforts to foster greater Indian control of Indian resources. 
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May our national observance of this truly special week in tribute to 
American Indians inspire us to seek a deeper understanding of our past 
and a wider hope for the future we must walk together in this great 
and bounteous land. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 322, has designated the 
period of September 23 through September 30, 1988, as "National Amer­
ican Indian Heritage Week" and authorized and requested the Presi­
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the period of September 23 
through September 30, 1988, as National American Indian Heritage 
Week, and I request all Americans to observe this week with appropri­
ate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5869 of September 28,1988 

Polish American Heritage Month, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Immigrants from nearly every nation on Earth have taken part in the 
founding, settling, building, and defending of our land. Prominent 
among the proud list of our forebears and fellow citizens are Polish 
Americans, and we can all be grateful for the opportunity given each of 
us by Polish American Heritage Month, 1988, to recognize their accom­
plishments. 

These achievements have permeated every aspect of American life. 
The most special characteristic of the Polish people, wherever they 
may be, has always been a loyal and courageous passion for faith and 
freedom. Poland's devotion shines so brightly through the centuries, in 
years of peace and in times of hardship, war, and occupation, that it 
inspires the people of free nations to a deeper appreciation of their lib­
erty and the people of captive nations to a higher plane of hope. 

Poland has given humanity much through the genius of such giants as 
Copernicus, Madame Curie, Henryk Sinkiewicz, Joseph Conrad, Chopin, 
and Paderewski. Poland has likewise given America much—through pa­
triotism like that of Pulaski, witness like that of John Cardinal Krol, 
and the innumerable contributions of generations of Polish immigrants 
and their descendants. Poland's legacy continues to bless America and 
all mankind in countless ways today, especially through the leadership 
and example of Pope John Paul II, Nobel Peace Prize winner and Soli­
darity Labor Federation leader Lech Walesa, and other lovers of faith 
and freedom. 
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