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people of the United States to commemorate this occasion as appropri-

ate throughout our land.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and thirteenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5873 of September 28, 1988
World Food Day, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On World Food Day, the United States joins 150 other nations in reaf-
firming our determination to end world hunger. We Americans are a
generous people, and we are blessed with the liberty and the bountiful
natural resources that make prosperity and opportunity possible.
Through private and public efforts, we gladly share our abundance in
the fight against hunger; we have done so more generously than all
other countries combined. This year, we are sending about $1.4 billion
in food commodities abroad to help the hungry.

Some estimates suggest that one third of the people of the developing
nations lack enough food to lead active working lives. That must
change. Clearly, more needs to be done. Permanent progress in this
regard will not be achieved, however, unless, along with remedial as-
sistance, needy nations receive a transfusion of incentive- and market-
based ideas. The tide of freedom and democracy now sweeping the
globe offers the greatest long-term promise for success in the fight
against hunger and economic stagnation.

Finding a lasting solution to world hunger requires agricultural and
trade policies with one irreplaceable ingredient: freedom. Freedom
alone can build economic progress, cooperation, and stability for na-
tions at every level of development. We need to move toward a time
when government intervention no longer distorts individuals’ produc-
tion and trade decisions. We also need thriving international markets
to which all farmers have broad access.

That is something for all of us to remember this year especially, when
World Food Day focuses on rural youth. These young people often mi-
grate to the cities. We must develop policies that will encourage and
enable them to remain in their agricultural and rural communities and
improve their families' food productivity and income. Stabilization of
developing countries’ agricultural base accompanied by structural re-
forms to increase farmers' earnings are crucial steps in the drive to
conquer hunger worldwide.

This October 16 marks the eighth successive year in which people ev-
erywhere have observed World Food Day. It is a day on which all
Americans can resolve once again to wage and win the battle against
world hunger.
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In recognition of the desire and commitment of the American people to
end world hunger, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 336, has
designated October 16, 1988, as “World Food Day” and authorized and
requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of that
day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 16, 1988, as World Food
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate activities to find and implement ways in which our
Nation can better combat world hunger.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of American
the two hundred and thirteenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5874 of September 29, 1988
Child Health Day, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For parents, nothing in life can be as important as knowing that the
children God gives them are healthy and free to live and grow up safe
from harm. For 6 decades, the American people have set aside Child
Health Day each year to remind ourselves and the world that, as indi-
viduals and a Nation, we seek to ensure the good health of each and
every American child. Our national observance of this day will fulfill
that mission so long as we keep in mind our duty to safeguard our chil-
dren’s physical well-being; to shelter their God-given innocence; and to
shield the unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness that are theirs as Americans and as human beings.

These duties are best met in the family, society’s fundamental unit. But
responsibility for the health and safety of youngsters often requires the
assistance of the wider community, including, for example, the mem-
bers of private groups, voluntary organizations, and religious orders
who care for children; and government officials at the local, State, and
Federal levels as well. Since the early part of this century, the Federal
government has worked in partnership with all of these entities to pro-
tect the health and safety of children.

America has stopped many illnesses that once claimed children’s lives.
We have helped provide basic health care services to poor and under-
served children. We have established systems of services for children
with special health care needs, such as chronic illnesses, birth defects,
and related conditions, so that these young people can remain in their
families and take part in community life. We have also focused in-
creased attention on reductions in premature and low-weight births, on
nutrition and nutrition education, and on prevention of playground and
street accidents.
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