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CANADIAN PARLIAMENT—VISIT TO U.S. CAPITOL [s. con. Res. 76] 
Whereas the United States and Canada share a contiguous border 

and equally contiguous history, having been explored and settled 
as European colonies, having established their national independ
ence and self-government, and having coexisted peacefully since 
the founding of the Dominion of Canada in 1867; 

Whereas the United States and Canada share a mutual heritage of 
democracy, and have allied themselves to preserve and defend 
their liberty and security during two world wars and other inter
national conflicts; 

Whereas the Congress of the United States and the Canadian 
Parliament, as legislative bodies, share an unwavering commit
ment to representative government under our respective constitu
tions; 

WhereEis the Congress of the United States and the Canadian 
Parliament for the past three decades have established and main
tained regular contact and cooperation through meetings of the 
Canada-United States Interparliamentary Group; and 

Whereas the Canadian Embassy in Washington has recently moved 
to a handsome new building at the base of Capitol Hill, as a new 
neighbor to the United States Capitol: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), 

That the Congress of the United States welcomes and salutes the 
Speaker of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Commons, and 
other members of the Canadian Parliament on their visit to the 
Capitol, and reaffirms the strong ties of friendship and mutual 
support between our national legislatures. 

Agreed to October 17,1989. 

BURMA—DEMOCRATIC REFORMS 

Whereas the people of Burma are currently ruled by an unelected 
military government that does not govern by the consent of the 
people; 

Whereas Burmese citizens from all social classes and ethnic back
grounds are striving to replace military rule with a democratic 
government; 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of Burmese citizens demonstrated 
peacefully for democratic change in August and September 1988; 

Whereas the Burmese Government violently suppressed these 
peaceful demonstrations, killing thousands of unarmed civilians 
and forcing others to flee for their lives; 

Whereas the Government of Burma has pledged to hold free and fair 
elections in Burma by May 1990; 

Whereas despite this commitment, the Burmese military has height
ened restrictions on Burma's political opposition, imprisoning 
thousands of political activists and placing National League of 
Democracy leaders Aung San Suu Kyi and U Tin Go under house 
arrest; 
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, -̂  ., Whereas the Government of Burma has also continued to obstruct 
peaceful opposition protests and has continued to use deadly force 
against demonstrators; 

Whereas the procedural rights of persons charged with political 
offenses have been severely curtailed through martial law orders 
bestowing judicial authority on military commanders and 
empowering them to conduct summary trials that lack basic 
safeguards; 

Whereas the United States Department of State and independent 
human rights monitors report that severe mistreatment of politi
cal prisoners (including burnings, beatings, and use of electric 
shock) is commonplace in Burma and in some cases has led to 
death; and 

Whereas the United States Government hsis condemned gross viola
tions of human rights by the Government of Burma and called for 
the lifting of restrictions on freedom of expression, assembly, and 
association: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring). 

That the Congress— 
(1) calls upon the Government of Burma to— 

(A) remove house arrest orders imposed on Aung San Suu 
Kyi and U Tin Oo; 

(B) release all persons imprisoned for the peaceful expres
sion of their views; 

(C) abandon martial law restrictions on the right to a fair 
trial and provide all persons charged with crimes with 
access to lawyers and family members, adequate time to 
prepare defenses, and the opportunity to have cases heard 
by an impartial tribunal; 

(D) order thorough investigations of reports of torture 
and pursue prosecutions against those believed to be 
responsible for mistreatment of detainees; 

(E) permit opposition political parties to operate freely in 
Burma and, in particular, to exercise their rights of free 
association, expression, and assembly without fear of arrest, 
imprisonment, or prosecution; and 

(F) maintain its commitment to hold free and fair elec
tions in Burma by May 1990; 

(2) calls upon all nations to withhold foreign assistance from 
the Government of Burma until a democratically elected 
government assumes office; and 

(3) calls upon the President, the Secretary of State, the United 
States Permanent Representative to the United Nations, and 
the United States Ambassador to Burma to— 

(A) condemn publicly the heightened level of repression 
in Burma; and 

(B) encourage free and fair elections by May 1990 and the 
provision of international observers for such elections. 

Agreed to October 24, 1989. 
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