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thereby helping people with this disease to minimize the threat of com
plications. 

Nevertheless, much work lies ahead. As research continues to provide 
insights, the communication of new information to those in the fore
front of managing this disease—^primary care practitioners and people 
with diabetes—^will permit new advances to be put into practice. 

Through research we can find a way to eradicate this disease, and 
throu^ public awareness we can keep those with diabetes healthier 
than ever before. The continued cooperation of the Federal Govern
ment, the scientific commimity, and private individuals and organiza
tions makes our success in botii these realms possible. 

To increase public awareness of diabetes and to emphasize the need 
for continued research efforts, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
272, has designated November 1988 as "National Diabetes Month" and 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in ob
servance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim November 1988 as National Dia
betes Month, and I call upon concerned governmental agencies, health 
care providers, and the people of the United States to observe this 
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-

^ dred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5902 of November 5,1988 

National Disabled Americans Week, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Americans are thankful for the inspiration and achievements of the mil
lions of us who have disabilities. Through the years, and in more and 
more spheres of endeavor, disabled Americans have demonstrated 
their capabilities and their desire to make the most of the opportunities 
life can offer. Still, much more remains to be done by each of us so all 
citizens with disabilities can reach their potential. 

To reach this goal, for the past 20 years a partnership between govern
ments at all levels and the private sector, including groups and individ
ual volunteers, has fostered opportimity for disabled citizens. National 
Disabled Americans Week, 1988, allows each of us to salute efforts 
aimed at developing and utilizing the skills and insights of disabled 
people—and to honor the spirit and accomplishments of Americans 
with disabilities in these efforts and in conmiunities everywhere. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 319, has designated the 
period beginning November 6, 1988, and ending November 12, 1988, as 



PROCLAMATION 5903—NOV. 6,1988 103 STAT. 2605 

"National Disabled Americans Week" and authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, RONALD REAGAN. President of the United C 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the period beginning November 
6. 1988, and ending November 12. 1988, as National Disabled Ameri
cans Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this week with appro
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him
dred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5903 of November 6,1988 

National Hospice Montii, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Hospice care helps terminally ill people cope physically and emotional
ly with illness and helps their families cope with grief. To achieve 
these goals, hospices offer an intimate approach for both patient and 
family that encompasses medical care, relief from pain, and encourage
ment to continue in loving family relationships. Observance of National 
Hospice Month, 1988, provides Americans with the chance to learn 
more about hospice care and its purposes. 

Hospices offer compassionate, planned care by interdisciplinary teams 
of doctors, nurses, therapists, home health aides, homemakers, volim-
teers. social workers, and pastoral and other counselors. All of these 
people see to the varied needs of patients and families. At present, 
small hospices, staffed largely by volunteers, are supplying much of the 
care to those in need, often without charge. But hospice care is increas
ingly a part of health care in America. Medicare has begun certifying 
hospices; Medicaid programs will provide hospice care; and many pri
vate insiu-ance companies already offer hospice benefits. 

During this special month of observance and in the futiu'e, we can all 
be aware that hospices make it possible for terminally ill people to 
have a natural death in the comforting knowledge that their loved ones 
will not face their loss unprepared or alone. We can be grateful for the 
reverence thus shown for the sanctity of life and human dignity. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-405, has designated November 1988 
as "National Hospice Month" and authorized and requested the Presi
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I. RONALD F̂ EAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim November 1988 as National 
Hospice Month. I urge all government agencies, the health care commu
nity, appropriate private organizations, and the people of the United 
States to observe the month of November with appropriate programs 
and activities to recognize and support hospice care. 
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