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new heart, lung, or kidney. These wonderful success stories would not 
have been possible without the generosity of those Americans who 
were willing to donate their organs and tissues to others. 

Much has been done in recent years to encourage public support of 
organ and tissue donation. Through the American Coimcil on Trans
plantation, regional donor programs, commimity leadership, and media 
support, millions of Americans have learned about donation and have 
signed donor cards. Unfortimately, despite these efforts and the suc
cess of transplant programs around the world, many seriously ill per
sons still await organ transplants. That is why I encourage each and 
every American to give careful thought to becoming an organ and 
tissue donor. 

I encoiurage every American to learn the facts about organ and tissue 
transplants and to discuss any moral or ethical concerns about dona
tion with your family and doctor. Organ and tissue transplants give us 
cause to reflect upon the precious gift of human life, as well as our re
sponsibility to treat it with care and reverence. Just as we give thanks 
for the life and health with which God has blessed us, so, too, must we 
solemnly consider the profoimd act of sharing life with others through 
organ and tissue donation. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 112, has designated the weeks 
of April 23 through 29,1989, and April 23 through 29, 1990, as "National 
Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week" and has authorized and re
quested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this oc
casion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the weeks of April 23 through 29, 1989, 
and April 23 through 29, 1990, as National Organ and Tissue Donor 
Awareness Week. I ask health care professionals, public and private 
service organizations, and all Americans to join in supporting tiiis hu
manitarian cause. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 5959 of April 21,1988 

Law Day, U.S.A., 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For more than 30 years, our Nation has paused each May 1 to observe 
Law Day, U.S.A. On this day, we celebrate America's legacy of liberty 
and self-government, guaranteed under law and preserved with the aid 
of our legal system. 

The American legal system plays a vital role in maintaining the bal
ance between individual freedom and civil order. Our Nation's leaders, 
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past and present, have supplemented our rich common law heritage 
with statutes, rules, and regulations at every level of government. This 
body of laws not only provides protection for the freedoms guaranteed 
by our Constitution, it also provides a framework for peacefully resolv
ing disputes, vindicating the rights of individuals, and pvuiishing crimi
nal conduct. 

Our Nation has long been committed to ensuring that this system 
serves all who seek redress of their grievances. That conrniitment is re
flected in the solemn oath taken by all Federal judges before they 
assume office: the vow to "administer justice without respect to per
sons, and do equal right to the poor and to the rich." Under that oath, 
judges must decide every citizen's claim on its merits, not on the basis 
of tibe claimant's status. 

Despite its many accomplishments, however, our legal system still ex
hibits a nimiber of imperfections. There remain members of our society 
for whom the promise of redress for their grievances has not yet been 
fully realized. Delay in court proceedings and the cost of piu-suing legal 
remedies make it difficult for many Americans to have their claims ad
judicated, regardless of their economic means. Others face large hm*-
dles and tremendous frustration—even if they iiltimately obtain vindi
cation—^because of the frivolous use of legal processes. These problems 
are particularly distressing to the poor. Many indigent persons are 
simply precluded from piirsuing legal remedies to their grievances. All 
too often, this exclusion invites disrespect for our judicial system and 
subsequently undermines the sfrength of oiu- democracy. 

On this Law Day, which is dedicated to the theme of "Access to Jus
tice," we remind ourselves that it is everyone's responsibility to ensure 
the effectiveness and accessibility of the American justice system. Our 
Founders asserted that the second goal of the U.S. Constitution was "to 
establish justice." Because of the central role of the rule of law in pre
serving our freedom in this constitutional democracy, all Americans 
should concern themselves with improving the Nation's justice system. 
All of us can participate in this process by developing a better imder-
standing of its purpose and operations. We can encourage the organiza
tions to which we belong to initiate educational programs aimed at the 
general public, and we can give of our own time to help those with 
valid claims to obtain redress. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20 of April 7, 1961, do 
hereby proclaim Monday, May 1, 1989, as Law Day, U.S.A. I urge the 
people of the United States to mark this occasion by reflecting upon 
the importance of the justice system to the preservation of our democ
racy, as well as the importance of access to that system for all who 
will make responsible use of it. I urge the legal profession, schools, li
braries, government agencies, the media, clergy, and businesses, as 
well as civic and voluntary service organizations, to join in efforts to 
focus public attention on the importance of making access to justice a 
reality for all persons. I also call upon all public officials to display the 
flag of the United States on all government buildings on this day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-nine, * 
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of Apr. 21, 1989, on signing Proclamation 5959. 
see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 25, p. 592). 

Proclamation 5960 of April 21,1969 

Death of American Servicemen on Board the USS IOWA 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As a mark of respect for the American servicemen who died as a result 
of the accident aboard the USS IOWA, which occvured on April 19, 
1989, I hereby order, by the authority vested in me as President of the 
United States of America by section 175 of title 36 of the United States 
Code, that the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff 
upon all public buildings and grotmds, at all military posts and naval 
stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the Dis
trict of Coliunbia and throughout the United States and its Territories 
and Possessions imtil sunset, Tuesday, April 25, 1989. I also direct that 
the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same length of time at all 
United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities 
abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him-
dred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 5961 of April 28,1989 

National Arbor Day, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
When Arbor Day was first observed in Nebraska 117 years ago, it dem
onstrated the important role that trees play in otir daily lives. The occa
sion called Americans' attention to the fact that our heavy use of wood 
for fuel, lumber, and other products was depleting our Nation's trees at 
an alarming rate. 

Arbor Day inspired many Americans to join efforts to protect this pre
cious resource—and all areas of our environment—for the sake of 
future generations. Today, Americans continue to cultivate trees with 
the same sense of stewardship. During the past 8 years, we have plant-


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-03-22T07:57:58-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




