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Tragically, however, millions of Americans suffer from illiteracy. These
individuals do not have the basic skills they need to function effective-
ly in school, in the workplace, and in other daily activities. The impact
of illiteracy is evident in our prisons and juvenile facilities, in unem-
ployment and welfare lines, as well as among school dropouts and stu-
dents at risk because their families cannot support their efforts to
learn. We also witness the effects of illiteracy on businesses that have
difficulty finding skilled and productive workers.

America is confronting the need for greater literacy. Innovative pro-
grams have been launched not only by Federal, State, and local govern-
ment, but also by hundreds of businesses and corporations, the media,
religious groups, and community organizations. Hundreds of thousands
of professional educators and concerned volunteers are joining together
nationwide to help their neighbors learn to read.

To recognize these ongoing efforts and to encourage even greater com-
mitment to the fight against illiteracy, the Congress, by Senate Joint
Resolution 96, has designated July 2, 1989, as “National Literacy Day"”
and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim July 2, 1989, as National Literacy Day. I
call upon the people of the United States, government officials, educa-
tors, and volunteers to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 5996 of July 6, 1989
Captive Nations Week, 1989

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each July, we Americans celebrate our Nation's independence and the
blessings of self-government. As we give thanks for the rights and free-
doms that citizens of this Nation have enjoyed for more than 200 years,
we also recall our obligation to speak out for oppressed peoples around
the world. We thus pause during Captive Nations Week to remember in
a special way those peoples who suffer from foreign domination and
from ideologies that are inimical to the ideas of national sovereignty
and individual liberty.

Today, the leaders of the Soviet Union and other Communist govern-
ments are discovering that the voices of those who long for freedom
and self-determination cannot be silenced. Around the world, men and
women in captive nations are calling for recognition of their basic
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human rights. Their calls—the undeniable expression of just aspira-
tions—are beginning to be heard.

In Afghanistan, the nightmarish years of Soviet occupation are over,
and the Afghan people’s demand for self-determination is drawing
closer to realization. Unfortunately, a decisive end to the Afghans’ long
ordeal remains elusive while a puppet regime in Kabul continues the
proxy devastation of their war-ravaged homeland.

In Africa, the people of Angola have a real chance to find peace after
years of violent struggle ;iz,linst the ruﬁn?‘Mandst-Lenima regime. Our
hopes for national reconciliation in Angola will remain tempered, how-
ever, as long as armed Cuban mercenaries continue to stalk the forests
and veldt of that land and other countries on the African continent.

Communist expansionism has been frustrated in Southeast Asia, and
today there is new hope that the people of Cambodia, Laos, and Viet-
nam will regain some day their long-denied political and religious free-
dom. Such hope has also returned for many of our neighbors to the
south. In Nicaragua and other Latin American nations, popular resist-
ance to attempts at repression by local dictators—as well as resistance
to political and military interference from Cuba and the Soviet Union—
has proved to be formidable.

In Eastern Europe, even as we see rays of light in some countries, we
must that brutal repression continues in other parts of the
region, including the persecution of ethnic and religious minorities.

This week, we recall with deep sadness the infamous Molotov-Ribben-
trop pact between Nazi Germany and the U.S.S.R. that doomed Poland,
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania to dismemberment and foreign domina-
tion. The United States refuses to accept the subsequent incorporation
by the Soviet Union of the Baltic States during World War II. Since
their forcible annexation in 1940, the people of Lithuania, Latvia, and
Estonia have faced political oppression, religious persecution, and re-
pression of their national consciousness. But decades of oppression
have not broken the great spirit of the Baltic people and other victims
of Soviet domination.

Hundreds of thousands of men and women around the world continue
to demonstrate publicly their desire for liberty and democratic govern-
ment, demanding freedom of speech, assembly, and movement, as well
as the freedom to practice their religious beliefs without fear of perse-
cution.

Their voices are being heard; there have been improvements in human
rights practices by the ruling regimes in many of these countries. But
justice demands that more positive steps be taken. The fundamental
rights and dignity of individuals must be recognized in law and respect-
ed in practice; the peoples living in captive nations not only ask for but
are entitled to lasting protection of their God-given rights.

The United States shall continue to call upon all governments and
states to uphold the letter and the spirit of the United Nations Charter
and the Helsinki Final Act until freedom and independence have been
achieved for all captive nations.

Affirming all Americans' determination to keep faith with those who
are denied their fundamental rights, the Congress, by Joint Resolution
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approved July 17, 1958 (73 Stat. 212), has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation designating the third week in July of
each year as “Captive Nations Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning July 16, 1989, as
Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States to
observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties, and I urge them to reaffirm their devotion to the aspirations of all
peoples for justice, self-determination, and liberty.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and fourteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 5897 of July 6, 1989
To Amend the Generalized System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to section 504(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974 (the 1974 Act)
(19 U.S.C. 2464(a)(1)), the President may withdraw, suspend, or limit the
application of the duty-free treatment afforded under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) with respect to any article or any country
upon consideration of the factors set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of
the 1974 Act (19. U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)). Pursuant to section 504(c)(5)
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2464(c)(5)), a country that has not been treat-
ed as a beneficiary developing country with respect to an eligible arti- '
cle may be redesignated with respect to such article if imports of such
article from such country did not exceed the limitations in section
504(c)(1) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2464(c)(1)) (after application of sec-
tion 504(c)(2) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2464(c)(2))) during the preceding
calendar year.

2. Pursuant to section 504(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, after taking into ac-
count the factors set forth in section 501 of the 1974 Act, I have deter-
mined that it is appropriate to withdraw the duty-free treatment afford-
ed under the GSP to imports from all designated beneficiary developing
countries of the cigarette leaf tobacco provided for in subheading
2401.20.40 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTS). Further, 1 have determined, pursuant to section 504(c)(5) of the
1974 Act, that a certain country should be redesignated as a benefici-
ary developing country with respect to a specific previously designated
eligible article. This country had been previously excluded from bene-
fits of the GSP with respect to such eligible article pursuant to section
504(c)(1) of the 1974 Act.

3. Section 201(a) of the United States-Canada Free-Trade Agreement
Implementation Act of 1988 (the Implementation Act) (Public Law No.
100-449, 102 Stat. 1851) authorizes the President to proclaim such modi-
fications or continuance of existing duties, such continuance of existing
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