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nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hiindred and foxirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6008 of August 14,1989 

National Library Card Sign-Up Month, 1989 -

By the President of the United States of America ; , . / / ^ ' 
A Proclamation 
Our Nation's fovirth President, James Madison, once observed that "A 
popular Government, without popular information, or the means of ac
quiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy; or, perhaps both. 
Knowledge will forever govern ignorance: And a people who mean to 
be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power which 
knowledge gives." President Madison knew that only an educated and 
informed public can keep a free and democratic government. 

Throxighout om* Nation's history, libraries have been recognized as an 
invaluable educational tool. Whether located in community buildings, 
schools, or other academic institutions, libraries are an ideal way to 
share both the collected wisdom of the ages and recently acquired 
technical and scientific knowledge. Repositories of literature, informa
tion, and ideas, libraries serve as centers of culture and learning in 
every commimity. 

At their local library, children as well as adults can find books and ma
terials to meet their special needs and interests. Whether reading for 
pleasiire or studying for a particular purpose, a yoimg scholar can dis
cover a wealth of information—and hours of enjojmient—at the library. 
Libraries also provide books suitable for parents to share with little 
ones who are still imable to read by themselves. In fact, reading togeth
er holds rewards for the entire family. 

Parents should introduce their children to their local library and en-
coiu'age them to visit it often. They should ensure that their children 
sign up for a library card, and they should set a positive example by 
using their own. 

If knowledge can be considered the greatest of all riches, then a library 
card is a key to a lasting treasure. 

In recognition of om: Nation's libraries and the importance of owning 
and using a library card, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 231, 
has designated September 1989 as "National Library Card Sign-Up 
Montli" and has authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 1989 as National Library 
Card Sign-Up Month. I call upon the libraries, schools, and people of 
the United States to observe this month with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have herexmto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6009 of August 14,1989 ,..\ 

National Wilderness Week, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

When oiu" Nation was founded, much of the land that eventually 
became part of the United States was unspoiled wilderness, teeming 
with wildlife and rich in natural resources. But after just 100 years, 
much of the American frontier had virtually disappeared. Railroads 
crisscrossed the continent, inviting settlement and industry. The rush 
for land and resoiurces led to almost imchecked development. 

The end of the 19th centiuy, however, marked a turning point in the 
management of America's natural resources. For the benefit of the 
entire country, the U.S. Government began to reserve selected public 
land as National Parks, National Forests, and National Wildlife Ref
uges. In 1924, the Gila National Forest in New Mexico became the first 
public land allocated specifically for the purpose of preserving the eco
logical, geological, scientific, and historic value of the wilderness. Forty 
years later, the desire to protect our Nation's wilderness resource was 
codified with the signing of the Wilderness Act on September 3, 1964. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of that Act, which established the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. This System was the first of 
its kind in the world. Managed by the Departments of Agriculture and 
the Interior, the System now includes more than 90 million acres of wil
derness in 44 States. The Wilderness Act directs that these acres be 
managed to "secure for the American people of present and future gen
erations the benefits of an enduring resoiu-ce of wilderness . . . unim
paired for future use and enjoyment." It requires that these areas be 
"devoted to the public purposes of recreation, scenic, scientific, educa
tional, conservation and historical use." 

When the Wilderness Act was passed, many assimied that simply des
ignating an area as wilderness would assure its preservation. However, 
experience has shown us that preserving these beautiful, imtamed 
lands requires a lasting commitment and cooperation fi'om the public. 
Every American can demonstrate that commitment by supporting the 
careful management and protection of our wilderness. 

In recognition of the values of wilderness, the Congress by Senate Joint 
Resolution 67, has designated the week of September 3 through Sep
tember 9, 1989, as "National Wilderness Week" and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 
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