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NOW, THEREFORE, I. GEORGE BUSH, President of .&e United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of September 3 throiigh Sep­
tember 9, 1989, as National Wilderness Week. I call upon all Ameri- / 
cans to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Prodamation 6010 of August 15,1989 

Women's Equality Day, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On August 26, 1989, we will commemorate the 69th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution. The adoption of 
that amendment secured for women an equal voice in our representa­
tive system by guaranteeing their right to vote. Its ratification in 1920 
marked a watershed in American history by ensuring that women, 
equally with men, could enjoy fully the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship. 

The active role of women diuing World War I was one important 
factor in gathering the force of public opinion behind the women's suf­
frage movement. Women already had the vote in some States, but 
dimng the war, as they became essential workers in many industries, 
women gained increasing voice and statiu-e throughout the coimtry. 
Thus, after years of hard work and persistent lobbying by women's 
rights groups, the Congress passed the 19th Amendment in June 1919. It 
was finally ratified by the Tennessee legislature on August 18, 1920, 
and proclaimed as part of our Constitution on August 26. 

By seciuing for women the right to vote—and allowing them full par­
ticipation in the political life of our country—the 19th Amendment af­
firmed the principles upon which our Nation was founded. In essence, 
it called us to remain faithful to the vision of our Founders, who had 
pledged their lives and fortimes to defending the belief "that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit 
of Happiness." The ratification of the 19th Amendment was a poignant 
reminder that the civil and political rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are the birthright of all. 

By recognizing previously disenfranchised members of our society, the 
19th Amendment took a place among other great landmarks in Ameri­
can history, such as President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation 
and the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments. These legal milestones, and 
others that have since followed, such as the 1964 Civil Rights Act, have 
marked our Nation's progress in ensuring that all members of our socie­
ty have the opportimity to reach their full potential. 
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In recent years, women have continued their remarkable achievements 
in virtually every field of endeavor, gaining positions of leadership in 
government, education, business, medicine, and the arts. Diu-ing our 
Nation's record peacetime economic expansion these past 80 months, 
53 percent of the increase in employment has been among women; the 
wage gap has been closing; and today, increasing numbers of women 
are obtaining undergraduate and professional degrees. 

On this 69th aimiversary of the 19th Amendment, it is appropriate that 
we recognize the many accomphshments of women, as well as their 
unique role in keeping our families, commimities, and Nation strong. 
But today let us also renew our commitment to protecting the rights of 
all Americans, so that the United States might truly be a land of "liber­
ty and justice for all." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1989, as 
Women's Equality Day—a day to commemorate the 69th anniversary of 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment. I call upon all Americans to ob­
serve this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6011 of August 15,1989 

National Drive for Life Weekend, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Although the proportion of traffic deaths related to alcohol has de­
clined dining the past few years, alcohol-impaired driving remains our 
Nation's number one highway safety problem. 

Approximately one-half of all fatal motor vehicle crashes in the United 
States continue to be alcohol-related. Some 80 percent of these crashes 
involve a legally intoxicated driver or pedestrian. During 1988 alone, al­
cohol played a role in more than 23,000 traffic deaths. The personal 
losses and suffering of the thousands injured by drunk driving and of 
those whose loved ones are killed in alcohol-related crashes are inesti­
mable. 

Drugs other than alcohol also pose a significant threat to our highway 
safety. Studies show that certain drugs— l̂egal as well as illegal, and 
either alone or in combination with alcohol—contribute to highway 
crashes. All of us should be aware of the safety risks of driving after 
taking prescribed medications or over-the-counter drugs—especially 
those that have labels warning against operating a motor vehicle. We 
should also be mindful that combining drugs and alcohol increases 
those safety risks. 
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