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minder to all Americans that those who are blind possess the ability 
and the desire to lead independent lives. 

Each year, White Cane Safety Day provides us with an occasion to 
renew our determination to eliminate barriers that continue to hinder 
the full participation of blind Americans in our society, especially those 
barriers created by discrimination or lack of understanding. It is a day 
to acknowledge the accomplishments of people who are blind and to 
reaffirm our support for efforts that will enhance their mobility. 

In acknowledgment of the white cane and all it symbolizes, the Con
gress, by joint resolution approved October 6, 1964, has authorized the 
President to designate October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety 
Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1989, as White Cane 
Safety Day. I urge all Americans to show respect for those who carry 
the white cane and to honor, through appropriate ceremonies and ac
tivities, their many achievements. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6048 of October 16,1989 

World Food Day, 1989 and 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each day, millions of people aroimd the world face the fiightening 
specter of himger and malnutrition. These problems are devastating to 
developing coimtries, where they cause immeasurable himian suffer
ing—especially among children. As an expression of our Nation's con
tinued commitment to ending world hunger, the United States joins 150 
other coimtries in observing World Food Day. 

The American people, through a nmnber of government-sponsored and 
private food relief programs, have responded generously to the needs 
of those affected by famine and natural disasters. During the year that 
ended in Jime, the United States sent over five million metric tons of 
wheat, rice, and coarse grains to covmtries in need—^more than all other 
contributing nations combined. The United States is also helping to al
leviate himger and malnutrition in poor countries by encouraging eco
nomic growth and private sector development. 

Fortunately, the need for global food donations abated during the past 
year as drought ended in many countries. In most of Africa, the agricul
tural situation improved. Yet widespread starvation continues in Sudan 
and Mozambique, mainly due to violent civil conflict and the disloca
tion of millions of people. 
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Efforts to alleviate hunger and encourage agricultural reforms in devel
oping countries must continue. While food production has improved 
around the world, the financial capacity to grow, import, and distribute 
agricultural products has deteriorated in many nations. Indeed, in sev
eral countries where production has reached only marginal rates, the 
potential for disaster remains. 

The developed nations of the world must determine how best to help 
developing countries increase their food production and generate suffi
cient revenues to buy, store, and distribute essential agricultural im
ports. It is oMi hope that World Food Day will inspire fi'esh proposals 
for easing world hunger and promote greater imderstanding between 
those nations in need and those with food to share. 

This year, as we observe World Food Day, we call special attention to 
the global environment. If we are to improve and sustain the world's 
agricultiiral productivity, we must protect its soil, air, and water. 
Through careful planning and stewardship of our natural resources, we 
can reduce threats to the environment and increase our food security. 

We Americans have been blessed with not only an abundance of natu
ral resources, but the freedom that is the foimdation of economic 
growth and prosperity. We recognize the adverse consequences of cen
tralized control of agriculture and excessive government intervention in 
the marketplace. We know that, in the fight against world himger, fe-ee-
dom is the key to long-term progress and lasting productivity. That is 
why, in addition to providing direct food aid to less developed coun
tries, the United States is encouraging the development of agricultural 
policies that harness the power of private enterprise and reward indi
vidual initiative. The United States is also encoiu'aging the develop
ment and implementation of fi-ee and fair trade practices that will 
allow all farmers greater access to international markets. 

As we observe World Food Day, let us renew our determination to 
seek effective answers to the problem of world himger. Let us also 
gratefully acknowledge the generous efforts of the many public employ
ees, health care professionals, volimteers, and concerned citizens who 
devote their time and energy to assisting those who suffer from hunger 
and hiuiger-related diseases. 

In recognition of the desire and commitment of Americans to end world 
hunger, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 138, has designated 
October 16, 1989, and October 16, 1990, as "World Food Day" and has 
authorized the President to issue a proclamation in observance of these 
days. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 16,1989, and October 16,1990, 
as World Food Day, and I call upon the people of the United States to 
observe these days with appropriate ceremonies and activities, includ
ing worship services, fasting, educational programs, and studies de
signed to find ways in which our Nation can further contribute to the 
elimination of himger in the world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-
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nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and foxirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of Oct. 16, 1989, on signing Proclamation 6048, 
see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 25, p. 1553). 

Proclamation 6049 of October 16,1989 

National Down Syndrome Month, 1989 and 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
During National Down Sjoidrome Month, we Americans recognize the 
rights, needs, and potential of individuals with Down Syndrome. We 
also pay tribute to the scientists, physicians, and teachers whose 
labors have enhanced our imderstanding of this congenital disorder. 

During the past 20 years, scientists working in molecular genetics and 
other fields have been carefully studying Down Syndrome. Researchers 
are looking for the genes, or combination of genes, on chromosome 21 
that are related to the development of intelligence and to the physical 
disorders associated with Down Syndrome. Ilieir efforts are important 
because, among all the genetic disorders associated with developmen
tal disabilities, Down Syndrome has the most frequent incidence. 

Recent progress in the study of Down Syndrome and advances in treat
ment of its related health problems are enabling more and more of 
those affected to enjoy greater participation in otir life as a Nation. 
Today, children with Down Sjncidrome are benefitting from early inter
vention and mainstreaming. Parents of babies with Down Syndrome 
are receiving the education and support they need to cope with this 
condition and to prepare for their child's future. Young people with this 
developmental disability are now participating in special education 
classes within mainstream programs in schools, and many have begun 
to reap the rewards of vocational training and independent living pro
grams. 

All of these accomplishments have been made possible through the 
vision and hard work of concerned researchers, service providers, phy
sicians, teachers, and parent-support groups. Government agencies 
such as the National Institute of Child Health and Himian Develop
ment, the Bureau of Maternal and Child Health and Resources Devel
opment, and the President's Committee on Mental Retardation continue 
to work in concert with private organizations such as the National 
Down Sjoidrome Congress and the National Down Syndrome Society. 
The dedicated professionals and volimteers in these agencies and orga
nizations are not only helping to promote public awareness about the 
nature of Down Syndrome, but also fostering greater respect for the 
rights, abilities, and needs of those affected by it. 

This month, we recognize their efforts and rededicate ourselves to 
learning more about Down Syndrome and the concerns of the individ-
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