
PUBLIC LAW 101-128—OCT. 25, 1989 103 STAT. 773 

Public Law 101-128 
101st Congress 

Joint Resolution 

Designating October 1989 as "Italian-American Heritage and Culture Month". 

Whereas Italians and Italian-Americans have contributed to the 
United States in all aspects of life, including art, science, civil 
service, military service, athletics, and education; 

Whereas Italian-Americans make up one of the largest ethnic 
groups in the United States; 

Whereas, in recognition of the accomplishments of Christopher 
Columbus, recognized as one of the greatest explorers in world 
history and the first to record the discovery of the Americas, a 
national observance day was established in October of every year; 

Whereas the phrase in the Declaration of Independence, "All men 
are created equal", was suggested by the Italian patriot and 
immigrant Philip Mazzei; 

Whereas during October 1989 special attention will be directed at 
local and State programs that promote Italian heritage and cul­
ture, with special emphasis on national programs such as the 
Italian Heritage Center at Catholic University of America; and 

Whereas during October 1989 the National Italian American 
Foundation will host the 14th annual dinner to honor Italians and 
Italian-Americans making important contributions to the develop­
ment of the arts, sciences, athletics, and education in the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled. That October 1989 
is designated as "Italian-American Heritage and Culture Month", 
and the President of the United States is authorized and requested 
to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United States 
to observe the month with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

Approved October 25, 1989. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 392: 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 135 (1989): 
Oct. 3, considered and passed House. 
Oct. 5, considered and passed Senate. 

Oct. 25, 1989 
[H.J. Res. 392] 
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