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Proclamation 6109 of March 20,1990 

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration 
of Greek and American Democracy, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On March 25, 169 years ago, Greece won its independence as a modern 
state. Each year, the United States is proud to join with our ally in 
commemoration of this historic date. In so doing, we also celebrate the 
commitment to freedom and democratic government we share today. 

While American friends of Greece supported its struggle for independ­
ence, and while generations of Greek immigrants have helped to 
strengthen and enrich the relationship between our two countries, our 
mutual devotion to democratic ideals is rooted far deeper in history. 
Some 2,500 years ago. Ancient Greek city-states helped to plant the 
seeds of democratic thought among men. Indeed, the experience of the 
Greek poleis and the ideas of their great philosophers were a rich 
source of insight and inspiration for our Nation's Founders as they 
shaped a system of government for the United States. Thomas Jefferson 
expressed his gratitude for the illumination provided by the Ancient 
Greeks when he praised "the splendid constellation of sages and 
heroes . . . whose merits are still resting, as a heavy debt, on the 
shoulders of the living and the future races of men." 

Recent events around the world have clearly demonstrated the timeless 
appeal of democratic ideals. Today we take pride in knowing that the 
resolve and unity of purpose shown by the United States, Greece, and 
other members of the NATO Alliance have inspired those struggling for 
the right to freedom and self-government. The triumphant flowering of 
democratic principles around the world is a tribute to the strength of 
our Alliance and to the determination and foresight of our ancestors. 

As we join with the people of Greece in celebrating their National Day, 
we recall the sense of fellowship and gratitude conveyed by Thomas 
Jefferson when he wrote to the Greek patriot and educator, Adaman-
tios Koraes: "Possessing ourselves the combined blessings of liberty 
and order, we wish the same to other countries, and to none more than 
yours, which, the first of civilized nations, presented examples of what 
man should be." 

Recognizing the 169th Anniversary of Greek Independence and reaf­
firming the democratic values we share, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 243, has designated March 25, 1990, as "Greek Independence 
Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American Democra­
cy" and has authorized and requested the President to issue a procla­
mation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim March 25,1990, as Greek Independence 
Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American Democra­
cy. I urge all Americans to join in appropriate ceremonies and activities 
to salute the Greek people and Greek Independence. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and 
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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 

- GEORGE BUSH 

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of Mar. 20, 1990, on signing Proclamation 6109, 
see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 26, p. 446). 

Proclamation 6110 of March 20,1990 

National Agriculture Day, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
When our ancestors came to America more than 3 centuries ago, they 
discovered a land of unparalleled beauty and plenty. Cultivating this 
rich, fertile soil, they built new lives for themselves—and set down the 
first roots of a free, strong, and prosperous nation. 

The abundance of agricultural goods we enjoy has been vital to our 
well-being both as individuals and as a people. Free from the dire 
hunger that has tragically limited the development of some countries, 
we have been blessed with the ability to produce a wealth of other 
goods and services. This productivity and prosperity would not be pos­
sible without the contributions of our farmers. 

The American farmer is the most enterprising, capable, and efficient in 
the world. Nowhere else does such a small percentage of a nation's 
population feed so many and so well. Farmers not only provide us with 
food and fiber, but also play a leading role in protecting our environ­
ment. Through the use of innovative soil and water conservation tech­
niques, for example, they are helping to safeguard America's land, 
lakes, and rivers for future generations. With the aid of authorities in 
biotechnology, farmers are also helping to develop alternative uses for 
farm products, such as ethanol and other new fuels and fuel additives. 

The success of American agriculture is enjoyed by millions of people 
around the country and around the globe. Today farmers, ranchers, sci­
entists, merchants, and government officials are working together to 
produce food and fiber for this Nation and for much of the rest of the 
world as well. 

As they have done for generations, American farmers have prevailed 
against adversity, meeting every new and familiar challenge with the 
faith, fortitude, and ingenuity that have always been their hallmark. 
Last year, net farm income reached a record level. The value of U.S. 
agricultural exports has increased for a third consecutive year. Because 
we are committed to ensuring that this trend continues, we are deter­
mined to promote the market-oriented farm pohcies that give producers 
greater flexibility. We also remain committed to promoting the industry 
and commerce that enable our farmers to reach and to compete effec­
tively in markets at home and abroad. 

Agriculture is one of the pillars upon which our strength and prosperity 
as a Nation rest. This is worth remembering each day, and especially 
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