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and employers—their generous support and encouragement help our re-
servists to fulfill the dual role of citizen-sailor.

In honor of the thousands of Americans who have served this country
as U.S. Naval Reservists, and in grateful recognition of those reservists
who have given their lives in the line of duty, the Congress, by Senate
Joint Resolution 266, has designated March 1990 as “United States
Naval Reserve Month" and has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this occasion.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim March 1990, the 75th anniversary of
the Naval Reserve, as United States Naval Reserve Month.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and fourteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6112 of April 5, 1990
National Safe Boating Week, 1990

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

We Americans have been blessed with some of the most beautiful and
accessible lakes, rivers, and coastal waters in the world. It is our good
fortune to have the freedom and ability to use these areas for our per-
sonal recreation and enjoyment.

Every year, increasing numbers of Americans purchase or rent boats
and utilize our marine resources. The growing popularity of boating
and related water sports is placing a great demand on the Coast Guard
and other government agencies and voluntary organizations that strive
to ensure the safety of the boating public. Thus, during National Safe
Boating Week, in a concerted effort to save lives and protect our
marine environment, dedicated men and women across the country
work to give their fellow Americans the knowledge and skills they
need to become safer and more responsible boaters.

Offering wise counsel under the theme, “Know Before You Go," quali-
fied volunteers and professionals are encouraging boaters to learn
more about their craft and how to operate them safely. A pilot must
have thorough knowledge of his or her vessel and the rules and courte-
sies of navigation. Every boater should know how to identify and oper-
ate safety equipment, and every pilot should carefully inspect and
maintain such equipment. For example, life jackets should be routinely
checked, tested, and properly fitted. All boaters should know the
marine environment in which they will be operating, as well as the pre-
vailing and forecasted weather conditions in the area. They must also
know and accept their personal limitations, as well as their responsibil-
ity to obey the law and protect the safety of passengers and other
boaters.
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Tragically, many boating accidents are the result of operator error—
error that is too often caused by fatigue, recklessness, or intoxication
from alcohol or drugs. Far too many of these accidents claim the lives
of innocent people. Far too many cause serious injuries, and they de-
stroy priceless marine resources.

Every American who participates in boating and related sports such as
fishing, hunting, and waterskiing should not only take the time to learn
about safe boating procedures, but also practice them faithfully.
Making an effort to “Know Before You Go” and remaining alert at all
times on the water are two of the best ways to ensure a safe and re-
warding boating experience.

In recognition of the need for boating safety, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 161), as amended, has author-
ized and requested the President to proclaim annually the week com-
mencing on the first Sunday in June as “National Safe Boating Week."”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning June 3, 1990, as
National Safe Boating Week. I invite the Governors of the States,
Puerto Rico, and officials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States to provide for the observance of this week.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
fourteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6113 of April 6, 1990
National Former Prisoners of War Recognition Day, 1990

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our freedom and security have been won for us at a very high price—a
price borne bravely in times of conflict and peril by members of the
United States Armed Forces. Those Americans who have suffered as
prisoners of war know all too well the costs of battle. Few of us could
have a more profound understanding of the value of liberty than these
who once experienced the terrible reality of life without it.

Every member of the United States Armed Forces is prepared to uphold
and defend our Nation's Constitution and the principles it enshrines.
Every member of the United States Armed Forces knows and accepts
his or her duties and the high standards expected of our military per-
sonnel. No training course or series of instructions, however, could ever
prepare prisoners of war for the privation and suffering to which they
were often exposed. In violation of fundamental standards of morality
and international codes and customs regarding the treatment of cap-
tured military personnel, many American prisoners of war were sub-
jected to starvation, disease, and physical and psychological torture.
Thousands died in captivity. Thousands were permanently disabled by
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