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for others—are among the best role models a young person can have. 
When a teacher cultivates in his or her students not only knowledge 
but also a lifelong love of learning, that teacher has given them a great 
and lasting gift. The work of a good teacher endiu-es, long after his or 
her students have said farewell. 

As we advance in years, we cannot fail to remember gratefully our 
best teachers—perhaps the elementary school teacher who recognized 
our potential and patiently helped us to develop it; or the high school 
English instructor who challenged and inspired us; or the college histo­
ry professor who breathed life into ancient texts and enabled us to 
become a thrilled companion on the journeys of entire nations. We can 
never thank these teachers enough, and we can never fully trace the 
extent of their influence in our lives. 

For all they do on behalf of our children and the Nation, teachers merit 
our abiding respect and gratitude. Let us ensiu'e that we express both, 
not only on National Teacher Appreciation Day, but also throughout 
the year. 

In grateful recognition of America's teachers, the Congress, by Senate 
Joint Resolution 313, has designated October 3, 1990, as "National 
Teacher Appreciation Day" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 3, 1990, as National Teacher 
Appreciation Day. I tu-ge all Americans to observe this day with appro­
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6183 of September 20,1990 

Leif Erikson Day, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

When Leif Erikson landed in North America nearly a milleimiimi ago, 
he helped to chart a course that would one day be followed by genera­
tions of brave European explorers and missionaries. He also estab­
lished the first of the now centuries-old ties between the peoples of this 
continent and those of northern Europe. 

The son of Eric the Red, who led the first group of Eiu*opeans to colo­
nize Greenland, Leif Erikson is believed to have returned to his native 
Norway in the year 1000. There, according to the Icelandic Saga of Eric, 
the yoimg navigator became a convert to Christianity. Later conunis-
sioned by King Olaf Tryggvason (Olaf I) to retium to Greenland as a 
missionary, Erikson set sail once more. 
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During a niimber of his journeys on the open seas, "Leif the Lucky" ex­
plored portions of North America. Many others eventually followed in 
his wake, hoping to see for themselves the rich and beautiful territories 
he had called Helluland, Vinland, and Markland. 

Since Leif Erikson first set foot on the North American continent, gen­
erations of Nordic men and women have come to the United States, 
bringing with them the wealth of their unique cultural heritage. Over 
the years immigrants from Iceland, Greenland, Norway, Denmark, 
Sweden, and Finland have greatly enriched our country and added 
their own chapters to the ever-unfolding story of America's develop­
ment. 

Each October 9, as we remember Leif Erikson, the bold Son of Iceland 
and Grandson of Norway, we also celebrate our Nation's magnificent 
Nordic heritage. This daring navigator with a missionary zeal, whose 
name is so often associated with images of adventure and romance, is 
also a beloved symbol of the deep and enduring ties between the 
people of the United States and our friends in all the Nordic countries. 

In honor of Leif Erikson and our Nordic American heritage, the Con­
gress, by joint resolution approved on September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 849, 
36 U.S.C. 169c), has authorized and requested the President to proclaim 
October 9 of each year as "Leif Erikson Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1990, as Leif Erikson Day, 
and I direct the appropriate government officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all government buildings on that day. I also en­
courage the people of the United States to observe this occasion by 
learning more about our rich Nordic American heritage and the early 
history of our continent. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of September, in the year of oiu" Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6184 of September 20,1990 

Emergency Medical Services Week, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each day, members of our Nation's emergency medical services (EMS) 
teams help to save lives. Providing swift, specialized care for seriously 
ill or injured persons—at all hours of the day or night and often while 
enduring difficult and even hazardous conditions—emergency medical 
personnel demonstrate daily the depth of their bravery, dedication, and 
compassion. 

At some time in om- lives, most of us will witness or even benefit from 
the extraordinary efforts of EMS personnel in the wake of a motor ve­
hicle collision, an industrial or household accident, sudden illness, or 
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