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Federation members, public presentations, and the distribution of edu
cational materials. In addition, the Federation produces monthly and 
quarterly publications that serve as a valuable source of news and in
formation on issues affecting Americans with impaired eyesight. 

If the United States is to remain a strong and prosperous country, one 
that is competitive in the rapidly changing global marketplace, we must 
utilize the talent, creativity, and skill of all our citizens. Helping more 
blind Americans to enter this country's social and economic main
stream is, therefore, not only a moral imperative but also a wise invest
ment in our Nation's future. On Julj' 26, I was pleased to sign into law 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The world's first compre
hensive declaration of equality for persons with disabilities, this legis
lation prohibits employers covered by the Act from discriminating 
against qualified applicants or employees on the basis of a disability; it 
guarantees persons with disabilities access to public accommodations, 
such as offices, hotels, and shopping centers; and it calls for improved 
access to transportation. State and local government services, and tele
communications as well. This legislation—like the efforts of the Nation
al Federation of the Blind—reflects our commitment to ensuring equali
ty of opportunity for all Americans. 

In recognition of the Federation and its outstanding work, the Congress, 
by House Joint Resolution 667, has designated November 16, 1990, as 
"National Federation of the Blind Day" and has authorized and re
quested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of that 
day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 16, 1990, as National Feder
ation of the Blind Day. I encourage all Americans to observe this day 
through appropriate programs and activities that reaffirm our apprecia
tion of the rights, needs, and abilities of persons who are blind. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6233 of November 16,1990 

National Military Families Recognition Day, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

A great portion of our Nation's military strength is derived from our 
proud and courageous military families. Each of us gains untold 
strength and inspiration through our loved ones; for the men and 
women who serve in the United States Armed Forces, however, the 
love and support of family are indispensable when striving to endure 
the risks and sacrifices that are a frequent part of military life. 
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Through the steadfast physical and emotional support of their loved 
ones, members of our Armed Forces find much of the personal strength 
and motivation needed to complete arduous and sometimes hazardous 
assignments. Service members on duty far from home are ever grateful 
for the thoughts, prayers, and letters of their loved ones. Like millions 
of their fellow Americans around the world, the members of the Armed 
Forces are also uplifted and inspired by the extraordinary patriotism 
and perseverance of their families. 

Our Nation's military families not only provide invaluable support to 
their loved ones in the Armed Forces but also frequently share in the 
sacrifices they must make in the line of duty. Spouses, parents, chil
dren, and siblings must often cope with long hours of separation and 
worry. Frequent moves, which can be particularly hard on youngsters, 
are a fact of military life. Those moves can take a family across the 
country or even around the world, where parents and children must 
adjust to cultural differences as well as new jobs and new schools. 
Nevertheless, despite these and other challenges, America's military 
families have always displayed remarkable faith, resourcefulness, and 
determination. As representatives of the United States around the 
world, they have served our country well and with pride, and all of us 
can be grateful for their example. 

The Nation's military services have long acknowledged the importance 
of families and have thus established special programs and support 
systems to assist the close relatives of military personnel. Recently the 
families of those service men and women taking part in Operation 
Desert Shield have also received generous support through individual 
volunteers, local community groups, and private industry. Patriotic 
Americans across the country and around the world have demonstrat
ed their support and rendered assistance to military families through 
countless heartwarming gestures. This week we reaffirm the impor
tance of such generous efforts and unite in offering a heartfelt salute to 
all of our Nation's military families. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 566, has designated November 
19, 1990, as "National Military Families Recognition Day" and has au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ
ance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 19, 1990, as National Mili
tary Families Recognition Day. I urge all Americans to observe this day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities in honor of U.S. 
military families throughout the world. I also urge the people of the 
United States to pause in their homes, churches, synagogues, and other 
suitable places on this day to pray in a special manner for those mili
tary families whose loved ones are stationed in the Persian Gulf region. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 
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