105 STAT. 2474 PROCLAMATION 6238—DEC. 10, 1990

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

century. With optimism and daring, restless ingenuity and hard work,
Orville and Wilbur Wright broke the tethers binding man to Earth and
joined the ranks of those great pioneers and inventors who have helped
to make the United States a mighty and prosperous Nation. As we
recall the Wrights' seminal contributions to aviation, each of us can
take inspiration from their example.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 (77
Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), has designated the 17th day of December of
each year as “Wright Brothers Day"” and requested the President to
issue annually a proclamation commemorating this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 1990, as Wright Brothers
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe that day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6238 of December 10, 1990

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights
Week, 1990

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The first ten amendments to our Constitution, collectively known as the
Bill of Rights, were intended as an additional safeguard to the liberty
of Americans, which the Constitution already afforded great protection
through its ingenious structure. As we enter the bicentennial year of
our Bill of Rights, we celebrate more than the great freedom and securi-
ty this document symbolizes for the American people—we also cele-
brate its seminal role in the advancement of respect for human dignity
and individual liberty around the world.

In its Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted on December 10,
1948, the United Nations General Assembly affirmed to all mankind the
noble ideals enshrined in our Bill of Rights. Noting that “recognition of
the inherent dignity and of the equal and unalienable rights of all mem-
bers of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice, and
peace in the world,” signatories to the Declaration agreed to respect
freedom of thought, freedom of association, as well as freedom of reli-
gion and belief. They also recognized an individual's right to own prop-
erty, either alone or in association with others, and declared that “'ev-
eryone has the right to participate in his government, directly or
through freely chosen representatives.” Stating that “human rights
should be protected by the rule of law,” signatories to the Declaration
proclaimed this historic document “a common standard of achievement
for all peoples and all nations."
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That standard was reaffirmed and strengthened in 1975, when the
United States, Canada, and 33 European states joined in adopting the
Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Europe (CSCE). Participating states also recognized the right of self-de-
termination and agreed to grant ethnic minorities equality before the
law.

Recent events testify to the CSCE's effectiveness in advancing our goal
of universal compliance with the human rights and humanitarian provi-
sions of the Helsinki Final Act. The elimination of physical and ideo-
logical barriers that once divided postwar Europe dramatically illus-
trates the progress that has been made in promoting respect for human
rights, building mutual trust, reducing the risk of conflict, and encourag-
ing the development of democracy. Last month, the signing of the Char-
ter of Paris—which added to existing CSCE principles new and sweep-
ing commitments to political pluralism, free elections, free enterprise,
and the rule of law—underscored its signatories’ determination to con-
solidate and to build upon recent gains. Indeed, with the Charter of
Paris we welcomed the emergence of a new transatlantic partnership of
nations based on a mutual commitment to upholding human rights and
the rule of law.

However, while we celebrate the remarkable developments reflected in
the recent Charter of Paris, we must resist the notion that our work is
now virtually finished. Tragically, in some countries, persecution of
ethnic minorities, religious oppression, and restrictions on freedom of
speech, information, and travel violate fundamental standards of mo-
rality and the letter and spirit of international human rights agree-
ments.

The United States will continue to denounce contraventions of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights and will press for constructive
change. And, at times, it is necessary to take a stand against aggres-
sion. Iraq’s brutal subjugation and despoiling of Kuwait constitute an
assault on the basic human values and freedoms we commemorate this
week; thus the United States and other members of the world commu-
nity are coalesced in an effort to achieve the complete and uncondi-
tional withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait. The United States also
continues to assist the world's emerging democracies, not only in
Europe, but also in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

The documents we celebrate this week—the Bill of Rights, the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights, and the more recent Helsinki ac-
cords—derive their value and promise from the timeless, immutable
truths they contain and our solemn commitment to upholding them. As
we reflect on the historic significance of these documents, let us vow to
ensure that they remain meaningful guarantees of individual dignity
and liberty.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 10, 1990,
as Human Rights Day and December 15, 1990, as Bill of Rights Day and
call upon all Americans to observe the week beginning December 10,
1990, as Human Rights Week.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and
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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH
Warren E. Burger

Proclamation 6239 of December 10, 1990
American Red Cross Month, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Millions of people around the Nation and the world take comfort in
knowing that, wherever the bright banner of the American Red Cross
flies, help is close at hand. For well over a century, this respected hu-
manitarian organization has enabled individuals and their communities
to cope with crisis.

While the Red Cross is most often associated with major emergencies
such as those caused by floods, earthquakes, and military conflict, it
also brings aid to those whose plight may never make the headlines—
such as victims of industrial accidents, hunger, and house fires. The
lifesaving activities of the Red Cross may vary, but in every case its
staff and volunteers bring swift, compassionate assistance to needy
persons without regard to race, religion, or national origin.

During a typical year, the Red Cross may respond to some 50,000 disas-
trous incidents, helping people not only to survive but also to rebuild.

While the work of the Red Cross in the face of disaster has been out-
standing, its day-to-day efforts aimed at emergency prevention and pre-
paredness have been equally remarkable. Today some 1.1 million
trained Red Cross volunteers work at more than 2,700 chapters
throughout the United States. These dedicated men and women help to
instruct youths and adults alike in first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion, and water safety. In addition, the Red Cross is a leader in the
campaign to stop the spread of AIDS. Across the country, trained Red
Cross volunteers are teaching the public about this deadly disease and
how it is prevented.

The Red Cross is also helping to prevent the spread of AIDS by ensur-
ing the safety of our blood supply. Each year the Red Cross collects
more than 6 million units of blood—half of the Nation's blood supply.
Every unit of blood must pass seven tests to ensure its safety for trans-
fusion. As a result of such careful screening, the Nation's blood supply
is safer now than it has ever been.

The Red Cross, which formed the National Bone Marrow Donor Regis-
try in 1986, also maintains a national registry of more than 20,000 vol-
unteer donors of rare blood types and conducts vital research on blood
at its Holland laboratory. The Red Cross also renders vital tissue trans-
plantation services to help some 49,000 Americans a year live longer,
fuller lives.
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