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NOW, THEREFORE. I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of March 3 through March 9, 
1991, as Save Your Vision Week. I urge all Americans to participate in 
this observance by making eye care and eye safety an important part 
of their lives. I also encourage eye care professionals, the media, and 
all public and private organizations committed to the goal of sight con­
servation to join in activities that make Americans more aware of the 
steps they can take to protect their vision. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6250 of February 14,1991 

Lithuanian Independence Day, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
From the days of Mindaugas to modem times, Lithuanians have cher­
ished the freedom that is the common inheritance of all mankind. Thus, 
on February 16, 1918, when they realized their long-denied dream of in­
dependence, the people of Lithuania celebrated the renewal of a cen­
turies-old national tradition and the promise of a future free from for­
eign domination. 

Tragically, however, Lithuania's independence was short-lived. Under 
secret protocols to the infamous Molotov-Ribbentrop pact, signed by 
the foreign ministers of the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany in 1939, 
the independent Baltic States of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia were 
consigned to foreign occupation and conquest. In June 1940, less than 1 
year later. Red Army troops invaded Lithuania and its neighbors, effec­
tively annexing those nations to the Soviet Union. 

The United States has never recognized the forcible incorporation of 
Lithuania and the other Baltic States into the U.S.S.R.. and we have 
consistently supported the Baltic peoples' right to determine and con­
trol their own future. On this 73rd anniversary of Lithuanian independ­
ence, we reaffirm our support for the just aspirations of the Lithuanian 
people. Their ciurent struggle to assert their legitimate rights through 
the peaceful efforts of democratically elected representatives compels 
our sympathy and support. 

The Lithuanian people have used the democratic process in what they 
hoped would be a peaceful, disciplined effort to gain recognition of 
their right to independence. Soviet authorities responded in January 
with the use of force, killing at least 20 people and injuring himdreds of 
others. The United States has condemned as inexcusable that action 
against a peaceful and democratically elected government, and we 
have called on the Soviets to eschew further use of intimidation and 
violence in the Baltic States. We urge the Soviets to pursue construc­
tive negotiations with the elected representatives of the Lithuanian 
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people who have expressed their will overwhelmingly through the na­
tionwide referendum of February 9. 

The courageous peoples of the Baltic States have acted with dignity 
and restraint in the face of grave challenges, and the thoughts and 
prayers of the American people remain with them. 

To demonstrate our common cause with freedom, the Congress, by 
House Joint Resolution 606, has designated February 16, 1991, as "Lith­
uanian Independence Day" and has authorized and requested the Presi­
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim February 16, 1991, as Lithuanian Inde­
pendence Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities, reaffirming our 
support of the just aspirations of all peoples for liberty and self-deter­
mination. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6251 of February 21,1991 

National Parents and Teachers Association Week, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Parents play a singularly influential role in the educational develop­
ment of their children. Indeed, parents' encouragement and example 
are far more important factors than a family's social and economic 
background. Research clearly shows that the interest parents demon­
strate in their yoimgster's daily studies and other school activities can 
significantly enhance that child's academic performance. 

By bringing parents together in an ongoing partnership with teachers 
and school administrators, the Parents and Teachers Association (PTA) 
provides an effective means for parents to participate in the education 
of their children. Because every child, every school, and every commu­
nity is unique, local PTAs can be an ideal vehicle for meeting specific 
goals and needs. 

The sustained involvement and cooperation of parents are vital if we 
are to reach our six National Education Goals and ensure that every 
American has the opportunity to acquire a high quality education. 
Local PTA groups enable parents to express their concerns and ideas 
regarding their children's education, and this week we proudly salute 
these valued organizations. 

In recognition of the contributions of PTA organizations across Amer­
ica, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 364 (Public Law 101-643), 
has designated the third week of February 1991 as "National Parents 
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