
PROCLAMATION 6268—APR. 12,1991 105 STAT. 2513 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6268 of April 12,1991 

Cancer Control Month, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
During Cancer Control Month we pause to celebrate the progress that 
has been made in the fight against this disease. Since all Americans 
can better protect themselves from the threat of cancer, this observ
ance includes concerted public awareness campaigns designed to dis
seminate lifesaving information about the prevention, early detection, 
and treatment of cancer. 

This year we mark the 20th anniversary of the National Cancer Act, 
which rallied the entire Nation behind efforts to focus increased atten
tion on this disease. Every year since 1971, more and more Americans 
have survived the crucial first 5 years following a cancer diagnosis 
without recurrence. Thanks to improved early detection and more ef
fective treatments, most of these patients are considered cured. Today 
half of all cancer patients can look forward to reaching this milestone. 

However, we know that these statistics would reflect even greater im
provement if more cancers were found in their early, highly treatable 
stages. Currently, two-thirds of patients with melanoma and with can
cers of the breast, mouth, colon, cervix, and prostate reach the 5-year, 
di8ease-fi*ee mark. The reason is simple: these cancers can usually be 
found by regular, periodic physical examinations and by appropriate 
cancer screening tests. Although people can and should examine them
selves for the early signs of many types of cancer, a physician's judg
ment—often based on the use of sophisticated testing equipment—^is 
also required. 

Although improved early detection and treatment is cause for hope, 
prevention is still the most effective way to control cancer. Research 
conducted and funded by the National Cancer Institute has been refin
ing our understanding of cancer and giving us new strategies for pre
venting the disease. 

Through simple behavioral and dietary changes, every American can 
reduce his or her risk of developing cancer. Smoking accoimts for about 
30 percent of all cancer deaths, and a disproportionate number of these 
are among members of minority groups. By "breaking the habit," smok
ers can significantly reduce their risk of developing cancer. 

Diet is another area in which individuals can take control of their 
health. Studies of the relationship between diet and cancer make it 
clear that a diet high in fiber and low in fat protects against certain 
kinds of cancer. The Americcm Cancer Society's Great American Food 
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Fight Against Cancer is a concerted effort to bring related diet and 
food preparation information to every American. 

Employers and insurers can also contribute to cancer prevention efforts 
by offering incentives for smoking cessation, exercise, and weight loss 
and by providing health education and cancer screening programs in 
the workplace. 

Two decades of intensified research have borne fruit in every aspect of 
our national effort to reduce the toll cancer takes on our society. This 
month, all Americans are urged to learn more about recent strides in 
the fight against cancer and to take advantage of them. At the same 
time, every American is encouraged to see a doctor and dentist regular-
ly. 
In 1938, the Congress passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148, 36 U.S.C. 
150) requesting the President to issue an annual proclamation declaring 
April to be Cancer Control Month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of April 1991 as Cancer 
Control Month. I invite the Governors of the fifty States and the Com
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all other 
areas under the American flag, to issue similar proclamations. I also 
ask health care professionals, insurance companies, the communica
tions and food industries, community groups, and individual citizens to 
join in continuing the progress made in fighting cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 

GEORGEBUSH 

Proclamation 6269 of April 12,1991 

Points of Light National Celebration of Community Service 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Marked by a sense of hope and renewal. Spring is a fitting time to 
honor the millions of Americans who engage in voluntary service to 
others. Across the United States, people of every age, race, and walk of 
life are taking direct and consequential action to help solve serious 
social problems such as drug abuse, illiteracy, and homelessness. 
These Americans are planting the seeds of positive change in their 
commimities and sowing a rich crop for the future. 

Volxmtary service in America takes a variety of forms. Countless Amer
icans give of their time individually. In addition, millions of Americans 
now volunteer through innovative corporate programs and special 
school-based projects. And there are those generous individuals who 
work on behalf of major nonprofit organizations and local charities. 
During this National Celebration of Community Service, we salute all 
of these caring citizens. 
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