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overseas. To take advantage of these new export opportunities, Ameri-
cans must do what we do best: apply our manufacturing ingenuity, our
commitment to service and to the customer, and our expert salesman-
ship to the challenge of opening new markets abroad. To meet foreign
competition, we must redouble our commitment to quality, so that the
phrase “Made in America” is automatically associated with “Best in
the World.”

The United States Government stands ready to help. We are committed
to eliminating foreign trade barriers and to opening new markets for
American goods, services, investment, and ideas. We have placed a
high priority on programs that are designed to provide American busi-
ness exporters with information and counseling that will assist them in
selling overseas. By expanding exports, members of American business
and industry will not only increase their profits and their employment
rolls but also contribute to improved standards of living for millions of
people around the world.

The message of World Trade Week, 1991, is that exports and open
markets are vital to future U.S. economic growth. It is a message not
just for this week but for every week of the year.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of May 19
through May 25, 1991, as World Trade Week. I urge all Americans to
observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation of May 14, 1991
Prayer For Peace, Memorial Day, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

“What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly,” Thomas Paine
wrote in 1776, “it is dearness only that gives everything its value.
Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods, and it would
be strange indeed if so celestial an article as freedom should not be
highly rated.” The war in the Persian Gulf has reminded all Americans
of the value of freedom and the price that many brave men and women
have been willing to bear for its sake. Neither “summer soldiers” nor
“sunshine patriots,” the members of Operation Desert Storm did not
shrink from service to their country when the dark clouds of armed
conflict gathered in the Persian Gulf, and, like the early patriots of
whom Thomas Paine wrote, they deserve our respect and thanks.
Those who made the ultimate sacrifice in the effort to liberate Kuwait
joined a long line of heroes who have given their lives for our country,
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and on Memorial Day we remember all of them with solemn pride and
heartfelt appreciation.

Whether we engage in quiet prayer or in public ceremony, whether we
remember loved ones and neighbors or heroes known only to God, all
Americans are united on this day in thanksgiving for the blessings of
liberty and for the brave and selfless individuals who have helped to
secure them. The sacrifices of those who fell in the Persian Gulf are a
fresh and vivid memory, but on this occasion we also remember those
who died while serving in places such as Panama, Grenada, Beirut,
Korea, and Vietnam. We also honor with undiminished pride and grati-
tude those who served decades ago, during World Wars I and II

On Memorial Day, we echo in prayer the fervent hope that these Amer-
icans expressed with their very lives: the hope for lasting peace among
nations. Knowing that any peace purchased by the surrender of princi-
ple can be neither genuine nor enduring, we pray for wisdom and re-
solve in our efforts to avert future conflicts and to establish a new
world order based on respect for human rights and the rule of law.
Knowing too that our freedom has been obtained at a very high cost,
we also pray that we might remain a people worthy of so precious a
gift. Declaring that “the times that try men's souls are over,” Thomas
Paine wrote: “The world has seen [America] great in
adversity . . . and rising in resolve as the storm increased . . .. Let
the world then see that she can bear prosperity and that her honest
virtue in time of peace is equal to the bravest virtue in time of war.”

In recognition of those Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the
Congress, by a joint resolution approved on May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158),
has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of
prayer for permanent peace and designating a period on that day when
the people of the United States might unite in prayer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, May 27, 1991, as a day
of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in
each locality at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite
in prayer. I urge the members of the media to cooperate in this observ-
ance.

I also request the Governors of the United States and the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of gov-
ernment, to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon during
this Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels through-
out the United States and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control,
and I request the people of the United States to display the flag at half-
staff from their homes for the customary forenoon period.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH



		Superintendent of Documents
	2013-08-22T11:41:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




